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Editorial

Social Sciences have become ubiquitous and are playing an increasingly critical role in society.
Due to ever increasing facets in the society, new and emerging disciplines associated with
Social Sciences have made their debut.
The current issue showcases cutting-edge research advances in various fields of Social
Sciences. This issue consists of eleven interesting research papers and a book review that
unveil the issues and problems related to value, impact, and implications of Social Sciences.
Asifa Jan through her work makes an attempt to make sense of the nature and impact of
communalism in general and Hindu communalism in particular. Her study throws light on why
and how communalism defines the ingredients of contemporary political discourse in India.
Urba Malik tries to explore as to what constitutes development to people who have witnessed
decades of political conflict. Her paper analyzes the possible contradictions that emanate from
the interplay of development with the question of identity in Kashmir.
Zohra Batul discusses about the state and civil society under the regime of Gen. Pervez
Musharraf in Pakistan.
Aejaz Ahmad Wani in his paper tries to demystify ‘Time’ and ‘Space’ in the contemporary
Capitalist world. The author illustrates the myriad ways in which the burgeoning online
shopping industries in India use ‘time’ to overcome ‘spatial barriers’ to profits.
Anayat Ul Lah Mugloo & Abdul Magjid Dar in their paper help us to understand and analyze how
Kashmiriyat as a symbol of inclusive identity has evolved, and become the victim of political
construction. Their work also looks into how this dilution eventuated because of external
penetration in the first place. Furthermore, the study highlights the ways in which people of
the State responded according to divided loyalties being fabricated.
Bilal A. Bhat tries to showcase the slanted child sex ratio in the Muslims of Kashmir.
M. Ibrahim Wani, M. Afzal & Kuilsuma Akhter Mir in their study evaluate the nature and
magnitude of the industrial economy of the Jammu & Kashmir State with the help of ‘Charles
W. Cobb and Paul H. Douglas’ production function.
M. Ibrahim Wani makes an attempt to explore representations of Kashmir in Bollywood films
which are not directly based infon Kashmir, but where connections to the place become an
important part of the larger film storyline. The aim of such an exploration is to identify
dominant representations and to understand the associated politics of representation.
Javid Ahmad Dar while discussing Herbert Simon and M K Gandhi on Public Policy also tries to
make a comparative study of Theories of Bounded Rationality and Constructive Programme.
Manzoor Hussain & Ali Hussain try to showcase the status of educational and occupational
mobility in Dard Tribe of Kashmir, India.
Seerat-ul-Soliah & Rabia Noor in their study make a comparative analysis of coverage given to
enforced disappearances in Kashmir by select Valley-based and Indian dailies.
Huma Shafiq through her book review tries to reflect the changing landscape of the scientific
scholarly communication process.
All the papers in this issue illustrate the extensiveness and potential of Social Science research.
| look forward to an exciting future of research and contributions in the area of Social
Sciences.

Prof. Asifa Jan
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Hindu Communalism and the Trajectory of Indian State
Asifa Jan
School of Social Sciences, University of Kashmir, J&K, India
Abstract

Seventy years dfter its independence from the British rule, India is witnessing an alarming level of
polarization along communal lines which poses a formidable threat to its secular fabric. The basis of secular
nationalism laid down during the freedom movement envisaged a plural India where people of all hues
would live with peace and tolerance without one community imposing its will over the others. Jawaharlal
Nehru called it ‘unity in diversity’. Secular India was a response to the newly carved out state of Pakistan
which based its ideology in the Muslim cultural nationalism. Over the years, there has been an
unprecedented increase in the level of communal hatred which reflects itself viciously in the political arena
and has made human lives increasingly vulnerable to exclusion and intolerance. The present paper is an
attempt to make sense of the nature and impact of communalism in general and Hindu communalism in
particular. The study will also throw light on why and how communalism defines the ingredients of
contemporary political discourse in India.

Keywords: Communalism, India, Polarization, Hindu Communalism, Secularism, Nationalism

Tracing Communalism in India

Communalism refers to the mobilization of people on the basis of narrowly religious affiliation.
In the political arena, communalism assumes a distinct form of exclusion when a social group
organizes itself on political lines in a manner that its interests are presented as clashing with
the interests of other groups, primarily identified through its religion. In the process of
creating ‘other’ identities, communalism creates hostility and xenophobia for an imagined
community of people belonging to other religion(s). Communalism is not created by religion;
religion only serves as a vehicle to transport it. Asgar A. Engineer notes, “While communalism
germinates in politics, it is watered by religious sectarianism. It flowers in an environment of
orthodoxy and unreason” (Chandra, 1997).

Contrary to the popular perception, Indian communalism is not a recent phenomenon. Its
origins go back to colonial India. Britishers organized Indian politics along communal lines in
order to drive a wedge among the people of various religious formations and, thus, to retain
power by aborting the chances of Indian unity and repeat of 1987 popular revolt (Chandra,
2016). Moreover, the indigenous interface with British modernity in India (pushed through the
colonial project) evoked ‘some back to the roots’ nativist movements which took religious
colour in due course of time. Termed as the revivalist movements (often misleadingly passed
off as ‘reform movements’), these collective endeavours of change among Hindus, Muslims
and Sikhs, generated an environment of communal frenzy wherein interests of the one
religious denomination were construed as inimical to the interests of another group, or at least
excluding the other. These movements were not similar in their objectives and methods,
however. Sekhar Bandyopadhyay categorizes these pre-independence movements into liberal
revivalist movements and extremist movements (Bandyopadhyay, 2014). The former works for
reform or revival of a certain religious group after identifying its interests in isolation of the
interests of the other or at least in competition with the other. These movements are
exemplified by Brahmo Samaj or Aligarh Movement, both of which tried to extend the benefits
of modernity and rationalism to their respective communities previously governed by
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regressive beliefs and practices. The latter category of revivalist movements rests on the belief
that the interests of one community are not only at variance with that of the other but the
other’s interest is necessarily antagonistic and irreconcilable (Bandyopadhyay, 2014). Hindu
Mahasabha and Muslim League are two such movements which view the interests of ‘other’
necessarily antagonistic. These movements spread a propagandist communal ideology that
takes inspiration from racial and cultural superiority of their exclusive past. These movements
take refuge in a Manichean history of eternal conflict.

Although communalism of all sorts imperils pluralism and mutual coexistence, present paper
attempts to survey the rise of Hindu communalism since early 20™ century when it became
distinctly pronounced with its political overtones, up until present, when the BJP - the political
arm of Hindu communal groups (Sangh Parivar) — assumed electoral mandate for the second
term in a row. The emergence of BJP as a seemingly dominant party in contemporary times
and striking impotence of liberal-secular forces to halt the march of communal politics is
wrought with the challenge of deepening chasm in the fragile social fabric of Indian society.
Historically, Hindu Communalism was present in its rudimentary form in the late 19"-century
Hindu reform movements like Dayanand Saraswati’s Arya Samaj, founded in 1875, which
wanted plural Indian society to take inspiration from years old Vedic past as an authentic and
indigenous model. Arya Samaj pleaded for the protection of cows from slaughter and
reconversion of non-Hindus to Hinduism, the perceived faith of the people during Vedic times.
The adjuncts to the Samaj were Shuddhi or purification and Sanghathan (organization of
Hindus). In the 1920s, these movements, apart from cow protection and conversion to
Hinduism, became increasingly militant and aggressive. Both created distrust among
minorities, especially Muslims and Christians. Over a period of time, Hindu Communalism was
transmuted into a cultural nationalism of the majority community that views the nature of
Indian state essentially through its Hindu past and its symbols.

When Indian nationalism was being consolidated on secular-liberal principles by Indian
National Congress, Hindu communalism was being forcefully articulated by the founder of
Punjab Hindu Sabha, Rai Bahadur Lal Chand in his booklet, ‘Self Abnegation in Politics’
published in 1909 (Chandra, 1997).

He regarded the Congress as a ‘self-inflicted misfortune’ and charged it of appeasing Muslims
and failing to protect the Hindus (Chandra, 1997).

It was, however, Vinay Damodar Savarkar, an atheist by faith (Chandra, 2016), who gets the
credit for organizing an otherwise disparate majority community on cultural and racial lines. In
his pamphlet, Hindutva- who is a Hindu?, published in 1926, Savarkar introduced the term
‘Hindutva’ in communal discourse and made it distinctive from Hinduism. Hindutva denotes an
inclusive collective identity, while Hinduism was characterized by political disunity. His
communal ideology found resonance with that of Madan Mohan Malaviya, another prominent
leader of Hindu Mahasabha, a right-wing Hindu communal group founded in 1914. A plethora
of right-wing Hindu organizations that emerged on the scene since 1920s prominent among
them being the RSS (Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh) — had a close ideological relationship, one
spawning the other.

During the independence movement, the secular INC left these rightwing Hindu forces
politically insignificant. However, the seeds of Hindu communal politics were sown within the
freedom movement by some ideologically rightwing members of the INC who used Hindu
cultural symbols in their repertoire of contention. The presence of such forces made minority
members of the Congress, particularly Muslims, nervous. While the Hindu rightwing organized
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its cadres in open, the leaders in the INC (Indian National Congress) having sympathy or
inclination with Hindutva ideology displayed relative tolerance of Hindu racist and xenophobic
pride expressed by rightwing members. In these circumstances, a section of secular Muslim
leaders within and outside the INC started to feel insecurity for the Muslim community. They
gradually moved away from the mainstream secularism and embraced Muslim communal
politics, hence starting a phase of competitive communalism. The partition of India, creation of
Pakistan in the name of religion, and the assassination of Gandhi and deaths of hundreds of
thousands of refugees in the abysmal cataclysm of the partition was simply the culmination of
this venomous ideology of divide spread by the communalism (Noorani, 2013).
Communalization was not something that was targeted at leadership only. It was consistently
pursued with the objective of injecting this narrow identity among the masses across
communities. While the Sangh Parivar pushed it as a true nationalism from which any true
Indian cannot shriek away, Muslim League called it the religious obligation of Muslims to seek
a separate state for Muslims (Jinnah argued that since Muslims in India already constituted a
separate nation, all they needed was a separate state). The Hindu communalism reinforced the
Muslim communalism, and vice-versa. The strength of Muslim League’s venomous ideology of
‘incompatibility of interests’ drew strength from the failure of the INC to rein in the Hindu
communal elements; in the post-partition era, Hindu communal groups strengthen its rhetoric
on the imagined fear of Muslims and Pakistan. This communal divide has transcended national
boundaries in terms of its impact since both nuclear powers of South Asia — India and Pakistan
— approach each other through the same communal fear of the ‘other’. It is hence argued that
Muslim communalism grew out of fear and was a reaction to Hindu communalism. The
celebrated political scientist, Rasheedudin Khan, writes about the perniciousness of
communalism in these words:
While all communalisms are bad, majority communalism is worse. For, it is the majority
of communalism that determines the ethos of nationalism. Communalism of the
majority can pass off as nationalism itself because it is pervasive, dominant and with
deeper historical roots and a greater range of commonalities (Chandra, 1997, p.168).
Bipin Chandra adds:
While Muslim communalism is rampant and is dangerous for both Muslims and Indian
polity, it is Hindu Communalism which poses the main danger, the fascist danger, to
the people (Chandra, 2016, p.44).
The leaders of these Hindu communal groups ostracized Gandhi and other secular Congress
leaders for corrupting the ethos of the Hindu culture and appeasing the minority Muslims
(Bhatt, 2001). Gandhi was particularly targeted for his advocacy of non-violence and
propagation of equal rights for minorities. His espousal of non-violence was viewed as an
attempt to make Hindus meek and pliant before the ‘Muslim aggression’ (Hansen, 1999).
Hence, the secular and plural character of the INC was taken with contempt. In fact, Hindu
communal organizations were reluctant to take on British colonialism until the country as
purged off the contaminating influence of Muslims.
K. B Hedgewar, founder and ideologue of RSS, suspended his anti-colonial struggle and instead
tried to revive the emasculated Hindu pride which had been bruised after living under the
‘barbarian’ Muslim rule for hundreds of years. He viewed self-discipline, organization and
military training essential for Hindus to overcome the defeatist mindset evolved under the
subjugation of Muslims (Bhatt, 2001).What Hindus required was a cultural pride in Hindu race
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that could be attained by fostering unity among Hindus and making them militant, powerful &
aggressive.
M. S Golwalkar, who succeeded Hedgewar after his death in 1940, only increased the intensity
of hatred for Muslims. To him, Muslims were the cause of India’s decadence and the source of
all ills because they vanquished the Hindu character of the Indian state and society. In a
peculiar xenophobic tone, he declared all communities except Hindus as foreigners who
vandalized India, chastised her honour and damaged her ethos (Bhatt, 2001).
In We or our Nationhood Defined (1938), Golwalkar compared the condition of the Muslims of
India to that of the Jews in Germany and espoused ethnic cleansing of them in the manner
Hitler did of Jews during the Holocaust (Ahmed, 1997). So if the German Jews could be
exterminated by Hitler, en masse, so could the Indian Muslims by the Hindus, he implied in his
book. Hindu communalism is intermeshed in the racial superiority of Hindus who want to
purge the contaminating races off the Indian soil. Dwelling about the rights and privileges of
minorities, especially Muslims, Golwalker writes:
From this standpoint sanctioned by the experience of shrewd old nations, the non-
Hindu people in Hindustan must either adopt the Hindu culture and language, must
learn to respect and revere Hindu religion, must entertain no idea but the glorification
of the Hindu nation, i.e. they must not only give up their attitude of intolerance and
ingratitude towards this land and its age-long traditions but must also cultivate the
positive attitude of love and devotion instead; in one word, they must cease to be
foreigners or may stay in the country wholly subordinated to the Hindu nation
claiming nothing, deserving no privileges, far less any preferential treatment, not even
citizens’ rights (1938, p.52).

Partition: The Child of Communalism
When British paramountcy lapsed on 15™ August 1947, the seeds of extreme Hindu
communalism, cloaked in the foul cries of patriotism and nationalism, assiduously planted by
its ideologues through manufactured historical myths between the 1920s and 1940s were
beginning to flower. It had also invigorated the Muslim communalist voice ~Muslim League -
that failed to become an authentic voice of Muslims during its formative days. It had
strengthened Muslim communalism and gave credibility to the fear generated about the
imminent danger of Hindu overtake of Indian Muslims. It is a well-known fact that as long as
Hindu communal forces were weak Muslim communalism had failed to cash in on ‘Islam in
Danger’ (Akbar, 2002) slogan. Muslim League’s electoral future shined only after 1937
elections when the intensity of anti-Muslim rhetoric increased and anti-colonial movement was
painted with Hindu religious symbols and practices (Ganapati festivals, for example). The
explicit intentions of Hindu orthodoxy to take the historical revenge, among other things, had
convinced the largest minority to seek refuge under the separatist politics of the Muslim
League. As independence was drawing close, Hindu communal forces — masquerading as
Hindu nationalists — instead of allying the fears of the Muslim minority in the times of crises,
were speaking in terms of religious chauvinism and majoritarianism.
Thus, Akbar (1997) quotes Beverley Nicholas:
Here, for example, is the typical viewpoint of Hindu orthodoxy as represented by the
Mahasabha.... In a recent Presidential address, Mr. V D Savarkar aroused great
applause by asserting: ‘Oh yes’, they say, ‘the Muslims are a nation, just as much as we
are, but we don’t propose to grant them anywhere to live. Oh yes, they are in India,
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and unfortunately, there are 100 million of them—heretics and outcasts to a man—
but India is ours and we intend to keep it so. Oh yes, it is true that they were the
dominant power for many centuries, and that they were the only people apart from
the British whoever gave India even the semblance of unity, but all that happened in
the past and we have no intention of allowing it to happen again. Thanks to the British
we are now top dog. We are three to one in numbers and twenty to one in cash. And
when the British have gone we shall be even more top dog (pp.81-82).
In this intoxicating climate of hatred, some Muslim leaders who had uncompromising faith in
secularism started cultivating a sense of otherness and marginality. Many a Muslim
Congressmen disillusioned by the growth of Hindu right within and outside the Congress
ended up either in resigning from the Congress or exclusively championing the cause of the
Muslim community. Ironically, the iconic symbol of Muslim communalism - Mohammad Ali
Jinnah -who made unmatched efforts in dissecting India and carving out a Muslim state of
Pakistan was at some point of time a Congress leader and was termed by G. K. Gokhale, as ‘the
best ambassador of Hindu-Muslim unity” (Ahmed, 1997, p.5). The September 1944, in one of
the letters to Gandhi, Jinnah writes in terms of exclusion:
We maintain and hold that Muslims and Hindus are two major nations by any
definition or test of a nation. We are a nation of a hundred million and, what is more,
we are a nation with our own distinct culture and civiliza-tion, language and literature,
art and architecture, .... sense of values and proportion, .... aptitudes and ambitions. In
short, we have our own distinctive outlook on life and of life. By all canons of
international law, we are a nation (as cited in Husain, 2016, p.64).

Implications of Post-Partition Communalism
The damages done to the plural social fabric of Indian society by the rot of
communalism were so grave that when the freedom was actually realized after
centuries of subjugation and exploitation, the partition of the sub-continent had
become inevitable. It was well realized by both the British Government and Indian
nationalist leaders that the tensions between Muslims and Hindus had gone to the
point of no return. And, therefore, the bitter option of partition was accepted by even
uncompromising secular nationalists like Gandhi and Nehru (Chandra, 1997, p.163).
The partition, however, did not end the problems of people. Nor did it usher an era of peace
and mutual existence. If independence from British came at the cost of partition, partition
itself came over the lives of hundreds of thousands of people killed in communal riots and
millions of others reduced to refugees on both the sides of the Radcliffe line. The post-
independence period stands hostage to an embittered history of betrayal and non-forgiveness
unleashed by the hundred-headed hydra of communalism. Even the adoption of an avowedly
secular and democratic constitution could not undo the harm done by the menace of
communalism.
The father of the nation, Mahatma Gandhi, fell to the bullets of a Hindu communalist in
January 1948; Pakistan became a persecution laboratory of its minorities and dissident groups
and both countries are viewing each other with heightened hostility. Seventy years after the
Partition, successive generations in both countries are socialized in an environment of historic
enmity and intolerance. After the death of Nehru, the bulwark against all types of
communalism, Hindu communalism made deep inroads in different sectors of the social
system. It started seeping deep into the political consciousness of people, particularly its rising
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lower middle class, who wanted to consolidate Hindus along with political lies for making India
into a majoritarian state rooted in Hindutva. Chetan Bhatt, in his ‘Hindu Nationalism: Origins,
Ideologies, and Modern Myths’ gives the contemporary chronological journey of Hindu
communalism in these words:
In the period from 1949-1965, the RSS launched several national organizations,
including the BJS and the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP, World Hindu Council). This
process accelerated after the late 1970s as new organizations and projects belonging
to the RSS ‘family’ (Sangh Parivar) proliferated at national and local (state) levels.
During the 1980s and 1990s, there was a massive expansion of the Parivar into an
extraordinarily wide range of fields (kshetra), reflecting a sociologically differentiated
strategy of political labour in the party political process, civil society, social
movements, and latterly the institutions of the national and local state (Bhatt, 2001,

P-149).

Conclusion

The process of communalization after having fermented for decades on the ‘imagined’ sense
of nationhood reached a milestone with the formation of Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP) in 1980.
BJP constitutes ideologically-oriented RSS activists with a clear vision to experiment with the
idea of Hindutva in the laboratory of politics. Not surprisingly, it furthered Hindutva as an
alternate ideological narrative to the secular-leftist-liberal spectrum. Its emergence jolted the
secular domination of the political narrative and brought forth a more virulent political debate.
From L K Advani’s Rath Yatra to Narendra Modi’s Ekta Yatra, to scores of such other yatras,
accompanied by lots of anti-minority riots, foundational bases for a majoritarian political
system were laid in order to realize the Hindutva mission of making India a Hindu state. The
demolition of the 16™-century mosque in Ayodhya in December 1992 was the fruition of the
post-independence Hindu communal hatred directed against the perceived ‘other’. In 2002, an
organized pogrom was undertaken in the Gujarat state of India in which thousands of Muslims
were selectively killed and tens of thousands driven out of their homes. In the years to come,
the political formations associated with Hindutva project found quick reception among the
majority Hindus. Recently, BJP won a second full-majority Lok Sabha term in the wake of
serious economic and political problems precisely because communalism has trumped every
other ideological narrative in the state. It is noteworthy to make a comparison here. When the
memories of partition were still fresh and when the godfathers of Hindu communalism were
alive, these communal groups failed to make any substantial gains in electoral politics. But,
seven decades after independence, when India is ambitiously inching close to a world power
status, Hindu communalism is gaining currency in the arena of electoral politics and the public
sphere. Religious hate crimes against minorities, specifically Muslims, have significantly
increased over the past five years. The secular institutions have considerably been saffronized.
Secularism and tolerance have started losing its grip as the defining features of Indian society.
Divisions arising out of communal hatred have exposed many fault-lines in the Indian society to
exploitation by the foreign elements. For example, the alienation of Muslims due to Hindu
communalism makes Indian Muslims amenable to radicalism and exploitation by the global
terrorist groups such as ISIS and Al Qaeda.

As long as BJP is in power with its total control over the state institutions, the possibility is that
India will be pushed further towards a heightened level of social tensions. What is clear on the
horizon are a range of possibilities: polarization of ethno-religious communities, the
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dominance of cultural nationalism, shrinking of democratic space for minorities, and secular
dissidents, promotion of neoliberal economics, and the germination of political violence (read
terrorism) arising out of insecurity brewing among the wronged minorities.
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What does Development mean to Kashmir?:
Possible Tensions between Development and Identity
Urba Malik
Centre for Political Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India
Abstract

Kashmir today has become a testimony to an entirety of encounters ranging from brutal state repression to
massive militarization, from lack of security to loss of dignity along with the gross human rights violations
eventually culminating into a sense of loss in the meaning of life. If the political conflict has such impact on
the social structure of the place then equally absorbing is to know what has happened to the potential for
economic development over the decades consumed by conflict. The aim of the paper therefore is to explore
as to what constitutes development to people who have witnessed decades of political conflict. The paper
would also analyze the possible contradictions that emanate from the interplay of development with the
question of identity in Kashmir.

Keywords: Development, Identity, Conflict, Kashmir

Introduction

Kashmir was never gripped by abject poverty as the rest of India, which it owes to the
effective land reforms implemented by Sheikh Abdullah, during his term as Prime Minister
(Thorner, 1953). However, what needs to be highlighted is that today Kashmir's economy is
growing at a slow rate and a prolonged state might eventually lead to economic stagnation.
The Economic Survey of Kashmir (Desai,2015)which was tabled in the parliament by the then
Finance Minister Haseeb Drabu draws some interesting inferences. While the decade from
2002-03 to 2012-13, India's GDP grew to 112%, Kashmir's GDP grew 73%, which means the ratio of
fall in GDP of Kashmir to India is by 18%. The report further says that presently Kashmir had
grown even poorer than India. From the figures, one can conclude that Kashmir today is not
only under the grip of sustained political conflict but also, as a result, is fast becoming a
dwindling economy.

To understand the development in Kashmir one needs to contextualize this process as one
embedded in a conflict-ridden place. Mapping the nature of the relationship between conflict
and development vis-a-vis Kashmir, therefore, can help in addressing some basic questions like
what would development stand for in a conflict zone? What impact does the politics of the
place have on its economy? One way to explore the relation would be to say that conflict holds
back the development of the place. And the other would be to argue that a failure to offer
development escalates the conflict. This is what is referred to as ‘Conflict Trap’ (Hegre, Nygard
& Raeder, 2017) While applying this trend to Kashmir a simple argument that can be made is
that more the economic development Kashmir witnesses from India, greater would be its
chances of integration with the Indian Territory.

However, the underlying question is that how will a population, which has been occupied by
India for a protracted period of time take to the idea of giving up its distinct identity emanating
from Kashmiri ethno-nationalist (Tremblay, 2009) sentiment for development. How would a
population burdened with an unjust ordeal of prolonged denial of rights and justice, loss of
dignity and a deep sense of alienation from India take to India's assertion on it through
economic means? Is economic integration for Kashmiris contingent on political integration? Or
does the economic growth become an adequate precondition for Kashmir to forgo the
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political conflict thereby assimilating with the Indian Territory, something similar to what is
happening in Nagaland?

That being the case, the correlation between identity and development in a conflict zone,
therefore, becomes important. A fundamental question pertinent in conflict zones is what
does development mean to the people? Do people across class in conflict have a similar idea of
development and growth? Do we need to rethink as to what development means in the
everyday lives of people living in conflict zones? Is there a need to re-define development
beyond a standard definition?

The primary question is what made the Kashmiris vote in such large numbers in the elections
of 2014. Deputy Election Commissioner Vinod Zutshi, says that the overall polling percentage in
J&K is “historic and unprecedented” (Singh, 2014). How would one explain the unexpected
voter turnout in the valley? Elections took place in the dismal state of affairs where the valley
was hit by massive floods. Where the people of the valley were largely left to themselves by
almost all mainstream parties to grapple with the severe Jhelum waters; it was in the middle of
such an untimely phase that elections took place and surprisingly people came out in
exceptional numbers to vote. How much the credit for the high voter turnout can be ascribed
to the development and good governance agenda or to the idea of keeping BJP at bay in the
valley can be debated to a good deal. What type of issues prompted the masses to come out
and vote in such vast figures needs to be considered to read through the 2014 Assembly
election results.

Method

This section lays out a brief on how the study was designed and conducted. Five districts were
probed as its sample population, which covered North Kashmir, South Kashmir, and Central
Kashmir. The districts investigated include District Baramulla, District Kupwara, District
Pulwama, District Anantnag, and District Srinagar. The selection of survey sample was random
with a diverse horizon of people across the region, class, gender, and age including daily wage
laborers, traders, teachers, farmers, tea sellers, women, unemployed youth, bat sellers, tailors,
students, drivers, advocates, engineers, political activists. The method of survey was built on a
semi-structured questionnaire. The questions were constructed in a manner to keep them
opinion based. Questions were kept close as well as open-ended. The language used in the
questionnaire was kept familiar to the respondent to make them feel casual.

Doing Development in a Conflict Zone

The upper and middle class mentioned employment, better roads, proper infrastructure,
electricity, proper water supply, hygiene and sanitation facilities and a good drainage system
as the markers of development. Some people also expressed the surfacing of private
companies and industries to the valley as an important indicator for development as these
form modes of engagement for the youth. Furthermore, development for them also
encompassed setting up of shopping malls, cinemas halls, coffee shops, and other
entertainment sources, as such sources of social engagement in the public spaces would help
the people especially the youth to counter the depression and boredom they are today
suffering from.

However, for the lower class removal of Indian Army, which has been installed in surprising
numbers, is their answer to what they mean by development. One of the women from
Downtown, (Ahmad, 2017) Srinagar, who was interviewed, said,
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Development for us is the idea of being free. Roads, electricity, water are small issues.

Such issues can be solved through simple elections. How long can we live a restricted

life? All we have seen is bombing, firing, crackdowns, encounters, disappearances,

rapes, etc.
A retired government employee while citing Army as the reason behind Kashmir not being
developed said,

No development can be of any use until the Army doesn't leave this place. No amount

of money can buy your development if your right to life is not guaranteed. Kashmir is

in the conflict zone and its biggest crisis emanates from the Indian Army and not from

being underdeveloped.
Also what came through while probing the above questions amongst the masses was that
many people felt that PDP has betrayed them by forming such the alliance. Recalling the
Gujarat massacre (Jaffrelot, 2003) people feel that the alliance is not good for Kashmir.
Further, a more rigid opinion comes from the younger section of society, especially students,
from North Kashmir, Downtown area of Srinagar. Here the youth though not firmly against the
alliance voice the fact that they in no sense feel related to BJP. A young student in her 12th
standard expresses her dislike for the alliance saying,

BJP is a Hindu party. We share our Kalimah with PDP. PDP-NC alliance would have

been the best for valley since they are regional parties and know our problems better.
The idea of development asserted by the lower class is a comprehensive one, which
interrelates everyday issues with the critical ones. Development is therefore not measured
quintessentially through the everyday issues. Rather it is framed around a wider spectrum
encompassing issues ranging from revocation of draconian laws like AFSPA (Rabbani, 2011)
issues around gross human rights violations, extrajudicial killings, forced disappearances, fake
encounters, the questions underneath the unmarked mass graves holding thousands of
bodies, rapes, etc. These are the issues that become the prerequisite for people living in a
conflict zone while defining their idea of development. Freedom from perpetual harassment,
freedom from oppression, freedom to live a life of dignity become central while defining
development.
This idea of development Kashmir today holds on to is one that India neither in the past norin
the present is ready to concede to them, which therefore explains their idea for an
Independent Kashmir. A businessman located in the Kashmiri upper class responding to the
question of integration with India on economic terms said,

India betrayed us by promising the right to self-determination and then not holding

the plebiscite. Kashmiris are not Indians by heart but by the force of the Indian Army.
If for some the reasons for their alienation from India source from the political history of
Kashmir for others their idea of differences came from religion. A doctor while expressing his
attachment for the idea of Independent Kashmir said, “The current position of Muslims in India
is a testimony to the fact of why we don’t want India”.
Much of the approval people of Kashmir had entrusted in BJP as a party to the current alliance
comes from the fact that PDP vis-a-vis BJP could maintain good relations with the center,
thereby creating development and better governance in the State
The people in Srinagar lined up with the remark that the alliance because it has BJP as a co-
partner will sway in favor of Jammu. An important justification is that since the majority of
Kashmir didn't vote for BJP, the seats it garnered were from Jammu.
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Moving towards South Kashmir, the viewpoint shifts a little with most of the people expecting
the alliance to function well and fulfill its agenda of development. People came up with
grievances of electricity, water, and unemployment. They wanted the new government to
provide them incentives.
North Kashmir evidenced the growing confidence and trust of people in the new government.
People had expressed their acceptance to the alliance by welcoming the new schemes and
programs of the government. At a teashop in Uri, Salamabad, a farmer expressed his liking
over the new budget saying that it is good for us. He further said,
We have no problem with BJP, if it works for development. We like schemes such as
Kisan Credit Card for farmers.
Similarly, the traders, laborer, and drivers in Uri, expected the new government to deliver
good governance. One of them said,
Today people want work, they want development. No one is concerned with religion.
If BJP works well, we will vote for it.
According to these people, the reason National Conference failed to make it in the elections
was that they didn't address the issue of unemployment. Also, corruption increased during
NC's term, an extension for two years in government service made NC lose core votes from
the youth in the valley. Some farmers even said,
Since BJP has won at the center, we think that it now represents not only Hindus but
also Muslims.
Many women in Watergam village, District Baramulla, expressed a liking for the alliance by
saying that they were happy with the alliance. The state government has given them money
for embroidery/ sewing centers. In the same village, some men told us that the new alliance
was better than the previous government. In the new government, they are seeing a lot of
work being done. Daily wagers are being made permanent. For regularization of the servicing
of 61000 daily wagers government of J&K has ordered formation of one high power cabinet
committee under the chairmanship of Deputy Chief Minister. The committee has been given
the powers to come up with the recommendations for regularization of services of these
61000 daily wagers.
Also as far as child care is concerned, in the budget speech Finance minister Haseeb Drabu
(“Dr. Haseeb Drabu, Hon’ble Finance Minister”, 2015) announced the welfare scheme for girl
child under which the state government would contribute Rs 1000 per month on behalf of
every newborn girl child from April for the next 14 years. The people here expect the new
alliance to take up the issue of unemployment, which according to the people is a critical issue.
A common complaint was that being crucial for the power production in Northern India,
Kashmir, however, is deprived of electricity. A Computer Assistant in Rafiabad, District
Baramulla said,
I am a Computer Assistant but here we have no electricity, so | sit idle for the whole
day. This leads to frustration.
Sopore that is famed as Syed Ali Shah Geelani’s bastion too expressed their support to the BJP
programs like Jan Dhan Yojna, Swach Bhara, etc. With a similar nature of problems as
unemployment, price rise, etc, Sopore too wanted the alliance to work for the stacked
problems the state is in.
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The Identity Dilemma
However, there is more to the picture than the development discourse. People today want
Kashmir to be an independent country instead of integrating with India. Showing their Identity
Cards on their own land to an Indian soldier speaks volumes about the humiliation Kashmiris
are made to live through by India. People largely across class believe that living with India is
not an option for them. For Kashmiris India today has become synonymous to Zulm
(oppression). When asked about development an old man who sixteen years ago lost one of
his son’s to conflict said,
What will a job or any development do to my son? Suppose one day India gives him a
job, the other day the Indian Army will come, pick my son and shoot him. What will my
son do to development then?
Citing the example of Yaqub Memon and Afzal Guru (Haksar, 2015) people were usually found
saying, “India is a place where Muslims are tyrannized”.
An important thing that needs to be mentioned is that while strongly holding on to the idea of
Azadi, people no more want to integrate with Pakistan, unlike the yesteryears. Settled on the
fact that religion ties them with Pakistan, they vitally believe that religion ought not to be the
reason to be with Pakistan. Their sense of belonging with Pakistan comes from Pakistan's
ability to raise voice against the human rights violations committed on the Kashmiris by India.
Expressing his affiliation for Pakistan a businessman belonging to the upper middle class of
Kashmir said,
The reason we raise Pro Pakistan slogans on our land is that for us loving Pakistan is
more about showing India how much we hate them.
Beyond this, today Kashmiris don't feel bridged enough to integrate with Pakistan.

Conclusion

What do Kashmiris mean by development becomes trickier and even more nuanced as one
advances through social categories of class, region, age, gender and most importantly their
political history. Most of the Kashmiris today have been successful in keeping alive their
distinct identity by holding on to the idea of Azadi. Development discourse plays an important
role in Kashmir but today development is more than the basic issues. At the heart of the idea
of development in Kashmir lies the issue of political self-determination. Unless India doesn't
come out of its self-proclaimed illusion that the idea of Azadi is dead in Kashmir, development
of any sort would appear as mere rhetoric to the people.
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Abstract

A profound study of the civil society in Pakistan shows that the civil society of Pakistan is not autonomous;
there is rigid state control due to which their natural growth is interrupted. This study further attempts to
prove that in Pakistan civil society is not only a site where the hegemony of the ruled is countered but also
from where hegemony is created. The central argument here is that the civil society of Pakistan’s has had a
leading role in supporting and strengthening military governments in Pakistan at the cost of democracy. The
large group of liberal civil society largely ignored Gen. Musharraf’s anti-democratic stance which puts a huge
question mark on their commitment to democracy. The Islamists on the other hand, sidetracked by Gen.
Musharraf used their energy into attacking his government, especially for its crackdown on the religious
schools.

Keywords: Civil society, State, Pakistan, Democracy, Pervez Musharraf

Introduction

Many scholars from John Locke, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel to Antonio Gramsci, have
contributed to developing the concept of civil society. However, some individual scholars are
of great importance because of their significant contribution to the development of the theory
of civil society. Hegel formulated the modern concept of civil society which is largely accepted
by political scientists today. It includes all those associations which are beyond family and not
yet the state (Kaviraj & Khilani, 2001). The state in Gramscian sense constitutes of both
political society and civil society. In his, understanding hegemony is achieved by means of not
only force but also through propagating the ideology (values, norms) of the dominant class to
create legitimacy (Im, 1991). He used the concept of civil society to refer the cultural, social and
other institutions through which the state can maintain hegemony but also where counter-
hegemony can be designed to change the status quo (Cox, 1999). Therefore in the process of
rethinking the relationship between the state and civil society, the Gramscian concept looks
more relevant.

Louis Althusser has also talked about the ideological state apparatuses and claims that
religion, education, family, trade unions, communication, culture, etc. comes under it and
differentiates ideological state apparatus from repressive state apparatus (Althusser, 2006).
Althusser has very well depicted how the state is shaping our minds systematically. At times in
order to mold the mindset of people we see that the content of the books is manipulated to
suit the needs of government in power. This is also reflected in K.K Aziz’s work which proves
how in Pakistan, authorities have allowed the manipulation of textbooks and made deliberate
errors. He shows how many historical facts are misrepresented. The author claims that the
government looks at the textbook as official propaganda machinery rather than a means of
education (Aziz, 1993).

The political contexts of discussion on civil society are distinct in contemporary Western and in
Islamic societies. Some scholars argue that civil society doesn’t translate into Islamic terms and
even exclude religious groups from civil society. Sami Zubaida claims that according to many
Muslim scholars the strongest association outside government is the neo-traditionalists and
primordial groupings which are largely excluded from civil society by the Liberals (Zubaida,
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2001). Thus, instead of directly discarding the possibility of civil society in Muslim societies by
looking at civil society from western lenses, this study proposes that there is a need of some
sort of synthesis between distinct groups of intellectuals and to deeply analyze other political
factors which are local to societies.

The arena of civil society is filled with many overlapping areas and is crisscrossed by
institutions of all kind such as religious, ethnic, voluntary interest organizations, markets, and
human rights groups and more, therefore it is difficult to clearly define civil society. For the
purpose of this study civil society can be loosely defined as an idea which suggests that people
from outside the sphere of state institution have the right to debate about the nature of both
politics as well as the state in principle.

The idea of Pakistan has always been troubling and conflicting. The secular mind believes that
the country has come into existence as a homeland for those seen as forming marginalized
community whereas the religious rights have held that the reason for the demand of
separation was to establish an Islamic country. The civil society of Pakistan is also shaped along
these lines to a large extent. The civil society of Pakistan constitutes of both liberals as well as
religious elements.

The civil society of Pakistan besides playing political roles have actively placed certain issues of
rights and entitlements concerning vulnerable sections, such as children, women, minority and
migrant on the development agenda (Khan, 2001, p.277). The present study argues that Gen.
Pervez Musharraf was as authoritarian and dictatorial as his predecessor but he differs from
them on account of his liberal outlook. Although the civil society of Pakistan historically played
a remarkable role in resisting authoritarian rule, at the same time Pakistan’s civil society has
had a leading role in supporting and strengthening military governments in Pakistan at the
cost of democracy.

Moving to the background under which Gen. Pervez Musharraf took over. The decades of the
1990s had been difficult for Pakistan. Nawaz Sharif and Benazir Bhutto took turns in 1990 and
1993 as Prime Ministers. Benazir Bhutto’s government was dismissed in 1996 on charges of
corruption and Sharif again came back as the Prime Minister in 1997 and stayed in office until
the 1999 military coup. During the time of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif (1990-1993 and 1997-
1999) Pakistan faced severe economic problems owing to continued tax evasion by the
businessmen and unchecked corruption.

Moreover, after Gen. Jahangir Karamat’s forced retirement, there was already resentment
among army high command and it was clear that another removal won’t be acceptable to the
army. One of the main motives cited by Gen. Musharraf in his autobiography for the coup was
a threat to the integrity of the military institution. But the final blow between Nawaz Sharif
and Gen. Pervez Musharraf’s relationship came after the Kargil War of 1999 led by Gen.
Musharraf in the mountain region of Jammu and Kashmir. Due to the pressure from the US,
Nawaz Sharif agreed to withdraw from the war and he placed all the blame on the army (Shah,
2014). Sharif claimed that the war was carried out by the army without informing him. Whereas
Gen. Musharraf argues that the army briefed him about the war as well as the condition of the
army on several occasions, primarily on 29 January 1999 in Skardu and 5 February 1999 in Kel.
Gen. Musharraf ousted Nawaz Sharif and took charge as the leader of Pakistan on 12 October
1999; he addressed the nation on October 17 and promised to bring a true democracy as
opposed to the one he had just removed (Razvi, 2009). After taking charge, Gen. Musharraf
suspended the national and provincial assemblies and sacked the Prime Minister, his cabinet
and all four provincial governments (Shah, 2014). On all the three levels political, economic,
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social the Musharraf regime marks a great departure from the past. Gen. Musharraf inherited a
bankrupt, nuclear, rogue, pariah, state, which had become known perhaps more for fostering
Islamic fundamentalists and Jihadist than for any other attribute (Zaidi, 2011).

Gen. Musharraf repeatedly pointed out the need for more educational institutions and more
focus on science and technological development. He also stressed the importance of mutual
coexistence of multiple cultures, community, and rituals (Sau 2002). Gen. Musharraf wanted to
get rid of Pakistani jihadi extremist culture nurtured in more than 15,000 Madrassas and said it
repeatedly after he seized power (Indurthy, 2004). Gen. Musharraf believed that the country’s
religious schools required reform. So his government announced a new Madrassah Ordinance,
according to which all madrassahs had to get them registered by 23 March 2002 (Ziring, 2003).
He further declared that all religious school has to be responsible to the same code as secular
schools. Gen. Musharraf also demonstrated his willingness to remove terrorism from the
country and ordered the banning of five organizations (Jayash-i-Mohammad, Lashkar-i-Tayyba,
Sipah-i-Sahaba, Tehrik-i-Jafria, and Tanzim Nifaz-i-Shariat-i-Mohammadi) (Ziring, 2003).

State, Civil Society, and Major Events

Under Gen. Musharraf’s government strikes were declared illegal, and prosecuted in special
courts under anti-terrorism laws passed in the 1990s (Toor, 2011). Despite strict rules, there has
been an increase in the numbers of strikes and other protest movements. Many major events
took place in Pakistan during the regime of Gen. Pervez Musharraf and civil society played a
prominent role in all the events. The most significant of those events were 9/11, Okara peasant
movement, lawyers’ movement, Lal Masjid episode, and Balochistan problem, etc. Analyses of
these events and the manner in which Gen. Musharraf’s government responded to them
largely depict the state and civil society relation in Pakistan at that time.

Starting with 9/11, it has impacted Pakistan in many ways. Not just it influenced Pakistan’s
economy but also other aspects of society as well. The nature of Pakistan’s relationship with
the West since 9/11 has been classified as “enlightened moderation” (Hoodbhoy, 2006). So
after 9/11, liberal NGOs and thinking were promoted whereas extremist, as well as orthodox
groups, were pushed to the background. According to S. Akbar Zaidi, 9/11 not only saved
Pakistan from an economic meltdown but also secured General Musharraf’s political future
(zaidi, 2011).

The Balochistan Problem

The Baloch are a tribal society mainly constituting of the Marris, Mengals, and Bugtis (Siddiqi,
2012). After 9/11 with the presence of a large number of both Pakistan’s military forces and
international troops Balochistan became the country’s frontline province within the state in its
Global War on Terrorism (GWoT). The military’s own operation in Baluchistan was already
underway when the GWoT was launched. The GWoT provided a useful cover under which the
military could initiate an extensive occupation of the province.

The people of Balochistan have a long list of grievances towards the federal government.
Apart from the under-representation of Baloch people in the army and construction of the
mega-port of Gwadar which began in 2002 (Kupcez, 2012). The exploitation of the province’s
natural gas has remained a major Baloch grievance. In 2002, military cantonments were
established in Balochistan whereby the army appropriated huge chunks of land which became
the prime cause of resentment for the Baloch nationalists. Local land has been sold on at a
vast profit to non-Baloch and acquired by real-estate agencies at low prices (Talbot, 2012,
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p.198). Lastly, the rape of Dr. Shazia Khalid was the catalyst for the conflict between the Bugtis
and the Pakistan state. It was seen by Nawab Akbar Bugti, Chief of the Bugti Tribe and Former
Chief Minister of the province; as an attack on his tribe’s honor as Shazia was a guest of Nawab
Bugti.

Moreover, Nawab Bugti was also demanding more provincial autonomy (Samad, 2015). Bugti
tried to unite Baloch nationalist parties in 2004, calling for the formation of a united party
(Baloch Nationalist Party). But he had to flee his home after indiscriminate bombing by Gen.
Musharraf’s regime. He moved to mountains about 150 miles east of Quetta. Bugti was killed in
the bombing of a cave in Kohlu where he had taken to living (Dawn, 2016). Ataullah Mengal the
first Chief Minister of Balochistan, claimed that Bhugti’s death drew a line between Balochistan
and Pakistan (Chandran, 2006).

Moreover, activists and intellectuals supporting the people of Balochistan were also being
targeted. Gen. Musharraf led military government, resorted to the greater use of force. At
least 450 persons, including 226 civilians, 82 soldiers, and 147 insurgents were killed in 772
incidents in Balochistan in 2006 (Samad, 2015). Pakistan civil rights activists also criticized the
government for its heavy-handedness in Balochistan including Asma Jahangir.

Okara Farm Dispute

If we look at the movements that took place during the regime of Gen. Pervez Musharraf one
of the major events was Okara farm protest. Saadia Toor asserts that it was the largest and
genuinely grassroots-based social movement which cut across the religious and sectarian
divide (Toor, 2011). The Okara military farms are part of the canal colonies in the Punjab
province of Pakistan developed by the British Raj in the latter half of the nineteenth century. In
2000, the military brought certain changes in the terms of the contract and tried to force the
farmers to sign it. These changes deprived farmers of their rights over the land and other
resources. Thousands of farmers refused to sign the contract with the military, the term of
which would have reduced their status from tenants to lessees. They resisted and organized
themselves under Anjuman-I Mazarin-i-Punjab (Tenants Association of Punjab-AMP). In the
beginning, the farmers wanted to restore the same terms but later they refused to pay the
military anything at all and demanded ownership of the land, adopting the powerful cry “mulki
ya maut!” (Ownership or death) (Siddiqa, 2007).

This movement is one of the significant ground level movements in the history of Pakistan as it
demonstrated solidarity among different religious groups and also broken gender stereotypes.
The farmers constituted of 40 percent Christians and women have been on the forefront of
this movement from the beginning and became famous as “Thappa brigade” (Thappa is a long
wooden stick used by women for washing clothes and threshing harvest).

The Lawyers’ Movement

Another major movement which took place against the regime of Gen. Musharraf was the
Lawyers Movement. It is considered a very significant movement by Pakistan’s civil society. S.
Akbar Zaidi says that “some people even give the birth of civil society in Pakistan a date, when
on 9 March 2007 the President of Pakistan, General Pervez Musharraf dismissed the Chief
Justice of Pakistan’s Supreme Court and lawyers came out on to the streets to protest” (Zaidi,
2011). There were huge demonstration and protest as part of the movement.

The historic Lawyers’ Movement started after the military ruler, General Pervez Musharraf
suspended the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court (SC) of Pakistan, Justice Iftikhar Muhammad
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Chaudhary, by leveling charges of misconduct against him. But the actual reason for his
dismissal was Justice Chaudhary’s judicial activism and the Supreme Court’s inclination to take
up the issue of missing persons, whom Gen. Musharraf’s regime had allegedly arrested
without following the due process under the pretext of fighting terrorism (Mumtaz, 2014). The
Chief Justice launched a nationwide programme of addressing the hundred or so bar councils
across Pakistan (Razvi, 2009). Thousands of human rights activists, opposition politicians, and
political workers were also detained along with the lawyers as part of the protest. The
government didn’t even allow peaceful protests outside the judges’ residences by the
members of civil society and activists.

State and the Media

Globalization has impacted the nature of media in Pakistan immensely. News TV channels
became a powerful force of civil society and played an important role in the downfall of Gen.
Musharraf’s regime. Pakistan’s media is active but it faces violence and threat which leads to
self-censorship resulting in limiting the topics as well as geographical areas being covered by
the media. Facing legitimacy problems Gen. Musharraf initially started the process of relaxing
restrictions on civil liberties and provided freedom to the broadcasting media. When General
Musharraf came to power, TV, and Radio channels were encouraged to apply for a
broadcasting license. These policies also provided a coating of liberalism to his regime (Talbot,
2015). But following the weakening of the Musharraf regime, his policies were also reversed,
the Press was gagged. Gen. Musharraf’s government became harsh towards the press and
started threatening the media. Media reporting on the collateral damage arising from military
action in Waziristan and Balochistan cost many journalists their lives (Zaidi, 2011). The media
persons were manhandled by the army but still, they provided extensive coverage of the 2007
Lawyers’ struggle to get the Chief Justice reinstated, and played a significant role in mobilizing
civil society. Media persons were roughed up and some television stations were ransacked by
the police. Geo News TV has been targeted by the government due to its coverage of the
Lawyers’ Movement.

Major Reforms under Gen. Pervez Musharraf

Gen. Musharraf took a number of steps which shows his liberal attitude. Gen. Musharraf had
come a long way denouncing the mental setup which has been developed in Pakistan over a
long period of time and mainly during Gen. Zia ul-Haq’s period which was not an easy and
overnight task. Gen. Musharraf wrote in his autobiography that Gen. Zia completed the
appeasement of religious lobby which was started by Bhutto (Musharraf, 2006, p.67). Gen.
Musharraf tried to reform Zina Ordinance which sparked such strong opposition from the
Islamist groups that he had to backtrack and couldn’t bring any major change in the law (Toor,
2011). Gen. Musharraf therefore rather than abolishing the Hudood Ordinance, and thereby
risking the hostility of Islamist groups, introduced the Women'’s Protection Bill which, allowed
rape to be prosecuted under the civil law (Talbot, 2015). Although Women’s Protection Bill was
finally passed on 1 December 2006, the bill was rejected by human rights groups and civil
society organizations which demanded a complete repeal of the controversial set of so-called
Islamic laws introduced by the former dictator Gen. Zia ul-Haq.

According to the new rules now court was required to inquire into the case and judges would
be allowed to try rape cases in criminal rather than Islamic courts. And rape was also made
bailable offense which was not so under the existing law. The rest of the conditions of four
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male witnesses or double that number of women in support of the victim’s allegation
remained the same. Musharraf’s government also allocated quota for reserved seats to
women from the local to the national level at all three tiers of the governance. There was also
increased visibility of women in public spaces, and not merely in Parliament. They were also
visible at higher tiers of education, in the media, and in the growing service sector. The
government also released hundreds of women prisoners who were arrested under Hudood
Ordinance, many of whom had spent years awaiting their trial. Gen. Musharraf introduced joint
electorates for religious minorities (Gen. Zia ul-Haq had imposed a separate electorate in 1985).
These reform planning had the backing of the agency like the US Agency for International
Development (USAID) (Phillipon, 2015). He further lifted restriction placed on dance in live
theatrical performances which gave new lease of life to the rapidly disappearing art form,
since the time of Gen. Zia ul-Haq. It was also during Gen. Musharraf period that Karachi
launched its own international Kara Film Festival, the first in the country and in fact it was
decided to make it an annual event (Razvi, 2009).

On the contrary, when it comes to democracy Gen. Musharraf’s asserted that the British model
of democracy is not suitable for Pakistan. He maintained that democracy in Pakistan has to
evolve and take its own form and shape. Gen. Pervez Musharraf termed the Post-Zia era a
period of ‘sham democracy.” A ban was imposed on 8 July 2002 on third-term aspirations for
politicians who had already served two terms as head of the federal or provincial
governments. The government justified this act by saying that there is a need for new blood
but it is broadly believed that the ban was actually imposed to stop Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz
Sharif to participate in elections (Ziring, 2003). The political parties Amendment Act of 28 June
2002 set new eligibility requirements for parties. Till 2002 elections, religious parties weren’t
quite popular in Pakistan but Gen. Musharraf’s banning of the leaders of the most popular non-
religious parties to contest elections, proved advantageous for religious parties. The religious
parties’ gained unprecedented electoral success; they got forty-five percent of the votes and
twenty-nine National Assembly seats in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Another major change from the past was the gain of a large 20 percent of the total numbers of
the seat to the religious parties into parliament for the first time (Zaidi, 2013). The Muttahida
Maijlis-e-Amal (MMA), which constituted of six religious parties, won third-largest numbers of
seats mainly due to Gen. Musharraf’s support to US policies in the region after 9/11 (Zaidi,
2013). Gen. Musharraf in fact allied with the MMA which is believed to be a violent and
intolerant grouping of religious parties. However, the MMA proved more difficult partners
than the Pakistan Muslim League (PML-Q). The Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) component of the MMA
was especially critical of Gen. Musharraf’s holding of two positions both as the Chief of Army
Staff while holding the office of President. The JI was also opposed to the government’s pro-
American policy.

In August 2002, President General Musharraf issued a Legal Framework Order (LFO) which
constituted 29 constitutional amendments. In addition to extending Gen. Musharraf’s term the
main motivation behind LFO was the attempt to institutionalize the military’s role in politics by
re-creating the National Security Council (NSC) headed by the President, through which senior
military officers were able to oversee the civilian government.

Aqil Shah says that an examination of the educational trend during the Musharraf regime
found that, students’ research papers and the university journals between 2000 and 2007
reveals at least two important findings. First, the materials show strong socialization effects
students generally choose those topics which are pre-approved and regularly repeated. And
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second, these texts advocated and legitimized a large military role in government affairs
(Shah, 2014). Former military officers were appointed as master trainers in the colleges and the
other educational institutes. The protests by the teaching staff over the appointment of
military persons in academic sectors also bore no result. In a General Body meeting of the
Punjab University Academic Staff Association, around 200 teachers criticized the university’s
administration by retired army officers, accusing these officers of irrational policies (Siddiqa,
2007).

After looking closely at the reform measures undertaken by Gen. Pervez Musharraf it can be
concluded that there has been some positive transformation taken place during Gen.
Musharraf’s regime on the social front, but on the political front, he was as authoritarian as his
predecessor military rulers. He had established tight control over all aspects of civil society. As
argued by S Akbar Zaidi, Gen. Musharraf’s agenda was simply of “enlightened moderation”
rather than participatory politics (Zaidi, 2013). Even though Gen. Musharraf projected himself
as a secular and moderate leader, his government supported the MMA, an alliance of six
Islamist parties of different theological and sectarian outlook, to further squeeze the PML-N’s
votes (Zaidi, 2013). So if we closely look at the reform that took place under Gen. Musharraf,
his policies reveal his double standards. As remarked by Rathnam Indurthy, Gen. Musharraf has
modeled his rule after his predecessor Gen. Zia ul-Hag’s regime but without its harshness
(Indurthy, 2004). Gen. Musharraf like his predecessor dictators suspended the constitution,
dissolved national and provincial assemblies and established strong authoritarian control over
administration to secure his position.

Civil society played a significant role during the Musharraf regime. The choice for them has
been liberalism where their lifestyles would be protected at the cost of democracy (Zaidi,
2013). Therefore though NGOs experienced massive growth during this era, it was mainly the
bar councils and oppositional political parties, which initiated, sustained, and helped succeed
civil society movements like the Lawyers’ Movement (Mumtaz, 2014). S. Akbar Zaidi argues
that in Pakistan the civil society groups have not been confrontationist all the time, but also
collaborationists (Zaidi, 2013). Gen. Pervez Musharraf’s government managed to control civil
society institutions with minimum cost to its image. In fact, in many cases, those civil society
groups supported Gen. Musharraf and the explanation lies in his liberal lifestyle and
personality which made some groups believe that they were now safe from Islamists under his
watch. So they turned a blind eye to the terror Gen. Musharraf unleashed on various groups,
such as Okara tenants, oppositional party members, the Lawyers, and the thousands of activist
from Balochistan that were disappeared by intelligence agencies.
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Abstract

The concepts such as ‘Time’ and ‘Space’ are ordinarily taken as ‘given’ or something ‘natural’ rather than
constructed. What makes this otherwise socio-economic construct a ‘reality’ and an ‘engine’ of the [global]
economy, is a fascinating debate seldom engaged within popular discourses. This paper seeks to trace the
conceptualization of ‘time’ and ‘space’ in the works of Karl Marx and David Harvey. Karl Marx introduces us
to the creative ways in which capitalism deploys ‘time’ to overcome ‘spatial barriers’ to profits. What Marx
described “Annihilation of space by time” explains both the productive uses of ‘time’ in capitalist economies
to extract more profits and the subsequent expansion of capitalism on a global scale. Building on Marx’s
preliminary ideas, David Harvey explores various socio-economic and geopolitical settings in which the
concepts of ‘time’ and ‘space’ assume concrete shape, accounting for what he terms ‘time-space
compression’. As an empirical supplement to the conceptual analysis, the paper shall attempt to illustrate
the myriad ways in which the burgeoning online shopping industries in India use ‘time’ to overcome ‘spatial
barriers’ to profits.

Keywords: Time, Space, Capitalism, Time-Space-Compression, Annihilation, Karl Marx, David Harvey

Introduction

“Time-Space Compression” is widely used a phrase to entail the processes that cause the
relative distances between different places/regions (measured in terms of travel time or cost)
of the world to shrink to the minimum (Warf, 2017). Since the last four or more decades, we
have witnessed an unprecedented proliferation of the means of transport and communication,
thereby, transforming the world into what has been termed “Global Village” coined by
Marshall McLuhan to symbolize the interconnectedness in the context of globalization. This
phenomenon, which is indeed a continuous one rather than new, is casually analyzed in terms
of technological advancement, more critical scholarship has attempted to move behind this
merely seeming technological change to unravel the underlying forces that made it possible in
the first place. One strand of such a remarkable scholarship has emerged in the works of David
Harvey. Employing Marxian analytical tools, Harvey seeks to penetrate into the real, hidden,
and illusive appearances of this phenomenon to discern its capitalist underpinnings. For
capitalists, it is imperative to reduce the circulation time of capital, and what Harvey calls an
imperative to reduce the turnover time of capital that undergird such a phenomenon.

Karl Marx’s Notion of ‘Annihilation of Space by Time’

In Grandisse, Karl Marx explicates in detail the way ‘time’ and ‘space’ assume a crucial role in
capitalism. For Marx, Circulation Costs is a transformative and qualitative process of value
creation which manifests itself in terms of money, production process, product
retransformation into money and surplus capital (Marx, 1973, p. 524). New aspects are created
within this transformation from one phase to another. However, costs of circulation exist only
for the exchange part, not for its value use. The more the production process halts/rests on
the exchange, the more important the physical conditions of exchange become for the costs
of circulation. Since capital is highly mobile, it has to overcome the physical barriers. In this
sense, cheap means of transport and communication become imperative for production based
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on capital. The labour that it requires to put the products, thus made, into circulation is a
barrier for capital to be overcome (Marx, 1973, pp. 526-527).

However, it raises a plausible question. What is the impact of circulation on the determination
of value? The repetition of the overall production process will depend on the sale of finished
products, the transformation of the commodity into money and retransformation of money
into conditions of production such as raw material, instruments, wages (circuit of capital).
Marx calls it sections of circulation which move/travels in a specific span of time. Pertinent to
mention here, even space is reduced to time. What is important is not the proximity of the
market, but the ‘time’ within which it can be reached. It entails that the production process
depends on the rapidity of this circulation (how many products can be produced in a given
time period). In nutshell, it tells us how quickly can the capital move and how quickly can we
create value. As Marx meticulously notes, the value doesn’t itself depend on circulation (rather
on labour), but its frequency and speed do impact the rate at which value and surplus value
can be created continuously and with greater frequency. The delay, therefore, in the
transformation from one place to another (production-sale-to money-production) is caused by
external barriers not internal to production. While the value creation depends on labour time,
circulation time of capital in that sense puts a limitation on this value creation, hence the time
of devaluation (Marx, 1973, p. 538).

On the other hand, since the rapidity of the production process depends on the circulation
time, its rapidity will be restricted by the units of time that lapses during the transformation
and circulation. This is why, for Marx, circulation is no positive value-creating element. If the
circulation time is equal to zero, the value creation would be maximum, if necessary labour
absorbs all the time, no surplus value and no value creation at all (Marx, 1973, p. 539).
Synoptically, circulation time is a barrier to the productivity of labour; an increase in necessary
labour means a decrease in surplus labour time that in turn means a decrease in surplus value
which appears as an impediment or an obstruction to the capital. It is in this context Marx
says: “capital must tear down every spatial barrier to exchange and conquer the whole earth for
market”. In order to ‘annihilate space by the time’, the movement of the time spent in motion
from one place to another has to be reduced. Marx further says, “the more developed this
spatial orbit of capital is, the more it strives to annihilate space by time” (Marx, 1973, pp. 539-

540).

Time-Space Compression: From Karl Marx to David Harvey

In The Postmodern Condition (1989), David Harvey captures the theme from Marxs Grundrisse
(1939) and develops it further in what he later termed Time-Space Compression. Harvey
carefully receives Marx’s argument “the revolution in the mode of production of Industry and
Agriculture made necessary a revolution in modes of production, i.e., in the means of
communication and transport...”. For Hervey, such a necessary condition is nothing but the
need to overcome the special barrier that circulation time creates for capital (Marx, 1973, pp.
505-506). Harvey approaches this issue by doing a meticulous study of historical geography to
argue that the concepts of time and space are socially constructed and its genealogy lies in the
mode of production and its social relations.

Since capitalism is a revolutionary phenomenon given its strong currents of technological
change, rapid growth, and development, it engenders an equally powerful revolution in the
prescription of time and space. The push of this revolutionary potential as well as the
corresponding need to overcome the impeding circulation time and costs, as discussed earlier,
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together produce remarkable implications. The annihilation of space by time, as Harvey argues,
speeds up and accelerates the turnover time of capital. According to Harvey, this speeding up
and acceleration can clearly be deciphered in the fields of culture, politics, aesthetics, and
geography (Harvey, 1990). This is actually what he seeks to show in an influential article
Between Space and time: reflections on the Geographical Imagination published in “Annals of the
Association of American Geographers” in 1990. Harvey argues that a strong and serious case can
be made that the history of capitalism has been marked by the accelerating the pace of life,
thereby, overcoming the spatial barriers that the world seems to collapse inwards upon us
(Harvey, 1989).

When we look at a clock, it seems as if it has always existed or as if it is a natural thing and
sometimes, we feel necessary to respond to its operation. We objectively configure our lives,
organize social life according to its setting. The argument that the definition of objective space
and time is deeply implicated in the process of social reproduction seems vindicated here. The
way the division of labour is structured in our families seems to confirm this point. Before
Industrialization, both men and women worked at home for subsistence purposes and it
represented one form of spatial organization. However, with the onset of industrialization,
men moved into factories and women were to take care of the home. Thus, industrial
capitalism based on the particular notion of time and space determined the public roles or
gender roles, a division of labour, social reproduction in general.

Let us highlight the main proposition of Harvey’s argument that every social formation creates
objective conceptions of space and time sufficient for its own needs, purposes of material and
social reproduction and patterns its material practices in accordance with those conceptions
(Harvey, 1990, p. 419). New concepts of time and space have been imposed by main forces
through conquests, imperial expansion, and neocolonialism (e.g., European settlement in
North America). It alters the social frameworks within which the reproduction of time and
space takes place. Harvey notes the conflicts (social, class, gender, cultural and political)
among the various connections of time and space in the modernist and postmodernist
literature (Harvey, 1990, p. 420). In Capital, Marx sets a fictitious conversation between a
worker and a capitalist on the question of what constitutes a fair work and a fair wage. For a
capitalist, a fair work is one when, after a day’s work, sufficient strength is retained to work for
the next day and a fair wage is measured in terms of money required to cover daily
reproduction costs. For the worker, such a calculus overlooks the depreciating life of the
worker in this process. Likewise, economist views the optimal utilization of a mineral resource
in terms of interest rate and market price and lastly, a geologist thinks that it is obligatory for
every generation to use these resources in a way that leaves sufficient for the next generation
(Harvey, 1990, p. 420; Marx & Engels, 1967). A similar conflict can be reckoned in contemporary
India between what has been called “Naxals” and the so-called “developmental state”.
Naxalites, mostly indigenous and tribal people, have their own conception of space and time,
their own way of the utilization of the resources based on community lines. On the other hand,
the developmental state is attempting to impose its developmental path for its spatial usage,
giving increasing access to the capitalists to exploit their places, mines, resources, and forests.
As such, it serves as an imposition of the newer notion of space and time based on modernity
which they are resisting.

How can we understand the ways in which the conception of space and time is shaped by
different historical and geographical contexts? Before we proceed to discuss how this
construction of space and time emerged from medieval to modern times, it is essential to

Kashmir Journal of Social Sciences 25



Demystifying ‘Time’ and ‘Space’ in Contemporary Capitalism Wani

understand how Harvey makes the use of Marx’s conception of fetishism of commodities to
understand the underlying realities of this construction. When we buy a branded shirt from the
market, it doesn’t tell us how has this shirt been created, or has it been produced by an
exploited worker or a happy one. It means as Marx has it, that markets conceal the conditions
under which it has been produced. Harvey argues that in order to understand the underlying
social reproduction behind this notion of ‘space’ and ‘time’, it becomes essential to move
beyond this canopy, the fetishism of the market and commodity. More particularly, we need to
understand the material backdrop that shapes the conception of time and space (Harvey,
1990, p. 423).

Dynamics of Time and Space: Renaissance and Enlightenment project

David Harvey seeks to trace and reconstruct the changes in the production of time and space
from the medieval era through the Enlightenment (Harvey, 1989, pp. 240-259). For medievals
(under feudalism) ‘places’ were relatively isolated with definite legal, political attributes.
‘Space’ was weakly grasped cosmology. The maps that were introduced accentuated on the
sensuous qualities of space rather than objectively (Harvey, 1989, pp. 242-244). Renaissance
introduced remarkable changes in the conceptualization of time and space. The trans-oceanic
exploration exposed new areas which had to be absorbed and represented. As Harvey points
out, when geographical knowledge became an increasingly vital source of military and
economic power, the rapport between maps and money followed (Harvey, 1989, p. 246). It is,
therefore, not surprising that the cartographic history from feudal to capitalist era concerned
itself with the refinement of spatial measurement and representation as per newly introduced
mathematical principles. The underlying reasons were commercial motives, property rights,
and territorial rights (Harvey, 1990, p. 424).

How did Renaissance impact these changes? The newly emerging perspectivism implied
thatthe world out there can be conceived from the ‘seeing eye’ of an individual which in turn
emphasized on the science of optics to represent what is true rather than the superimposed
mythology. Philosophically speaking such a marriage between individual and perspectivism
provided a material foundation for Cartesian principles. Rene Descarte’s Cognito Ergo Sum
supplied the basic resource of rationality, thereby, representing a break from medieval artistry
towards intellectual activity (rationalizing commerce, banking, agriculture, etc). Most
importantly, it generated new qualities of objectivity in terms of practicality and functionality
and, therefore, map making. Spatial representation became valuable because of the increasing
accuracy of navigation, property rights, and political boundaries. It seemed as if space, infinite,
was conquerable for human occupancy (Harvey, 1989, p. 245). Its political implications were
equally remarkable. The rational and mathematical conception of time and space were
concomitant for the Enlightenment doctrine of political equality and social progress. As for
instance, it was one of the important aspects of the French Revolution to get asystematic
mapping of France as a means to ensure equality of political representation based on
constitutionalism. This depicts the inextricable connection between democracy and mapping
that is, surprisingly taken for granted (Harvey, 1990, p. 424). In this way, the modernistic
project set out to rationalize the space which is now a ‘natural fact’, to rationalize city
planning, capital, and architecture.

But what was the significance of this totalizing, homogenous and universal conception of time
and space on profit, the rate of interest, wages and other facets of capitalism? According to
Harvey, capitalism is a revolutionary mode of production which endlessly strives to unravel and
create new organizational forms, technologies in the production and marketing sphere and
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exploitation. It has been very responsive to the newly emerging objective conceptions of time
and space (Harvey, 1990, p. 424). It is evident that the canal system, railways, air traffic, TV, etc
have virtually altered spaces and the relations, thereby, pushing us towards new material
practices and new modes of representation of space. The ability to measure time has been
revolutionized through production, diffusion-robotization-circulation-information and so on.
Harvey argues that this occurs because time is a vital magnitude under capitalism because
social labour time is a measure of value and surplus labour time lies at the origin of profits. The
turnover time of capital (circulation time for Marx) is significant for capitalism to augment
profits. The elimination of spatial barriers and to annihilate space by time is, therefore, an
imperative for the whole dynamics of capitalist accumulation especially when the capital is
over-accumulated. The absorption of the surplus of capital through geographic expansion into
new territories and the construction of new sets of space relations has been remarkable
(Harvey, 1990, pp. 424-425).

This increasing integration and the overwhelming change is what David Harvey calls time-space
compression. It is a revolution that includes both the destruction of various ways of life and
social practices as well as the ‘creative destruction’ (in Marxian economic theory, it entails a
connected process of destruction and accumulation of wealth under capitalism) of a wide
range of physical landscapes. Its experience forces us to re-adjust our notions of time and
space and to rethink the prospects for social action (Harvey, 1990, p. 425). Therefore, the
tension between place and space is evident which reflects the fundamental contradiction in the
capitalist political economy. Harvey’s analysis also highlights an important aspect of this
problem-the tension between place and space (Harvey, 1990, pp. 427-428). But, what is
essentially the difference between place and space that Harvey is referring to? Here, place
represents the state of being, the actual existence of locations which is un-enumerated,
unmarked, unconquered. On the other hand, space represents the homogenized, universal
entity that capitalist expansion creates, the state of ‘becoming’, the continuous undertaking of
the places by capitalism, that renders place subservient to the notion of space. For instance,
Gurgaon, which is now called as the corporate heaven in National Capital Region in mainland
India, was once a ‘place’ as it actually existed there, before it was transformed into a ‘space’
under the currents of capitalism. Since the concept of ‘space’ reflects the state of becoming, it
may be in motion or may be transformed into a more extensive ‘space’ the next day as the
needs of capitalism mushroom.

Lastly, Harvey identifies some problems with the strategy of conquering space through
abstractification (cartography) and fragmentation (dividing inalienable pieces). First, if space
can be controlled and organized only by pulverization and fragmentation, then the principles
of pulverization need to be established. Second, such a spatial arrangement determines the
profitability of economic activity unevenly, creating disparities, thereby affecting the
distribution of power and wealth. Third, the abstraction of space conceals and reifies the
actual social relations that actually produced the concept of space in the first place. The latter
gives content and meaning to the former. Last but not least, there are inherent contradictions
in the concept of space leaves this phenomenon questionable (Harvey, 1989, p. 254).

Online Shopping Industry in India: Annihilating ‘Spaces’ by ‘Time’

The proliferation of online shopping companies in India represents an eloquent demonstration
of ‘annihilation of space by the time’. It, though, requires some elaboration. A galore of
companies such as Flipkart, Amazon, Snapdeal, Jabong, Infibeam to name a few, have
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emerged and developed whose capital has surpassed billions of dollars. Let’s take an example
of Flipkart. Flipkart is one of India’s topmost e-commerce shopping companies, established by
two lITians- Sachin Bansal and Binny Bansal in 2007, with its headquarters at Bangalore.
Initially, it only sold books but in the next two years Flipkart expanded its business from books
to clothing, electronics, home items, beauty items and much more and the modes of business
include cash on delivery, credit and debit cards, internet banking, EMIs, etc. Currently,
Flipkart’s revenue is estimated at USD 3.8 Billion and employs nearly 30000 employees in India
(Ghosh, 2018).The transformation of a company that started its venture seven years ago with
just a few thousand rupees into a massive online branded e-shop dealing with billions of
dollars, per se speaks volumes about its expansionary potential. The country where there was
no sense of online shopping suddenly becomes the budding centre of thee-commerce
industry. The question is how did these companies expand so rapidly?

The answer lies in their attempts to reduce what Marx calls circulation time and what Harvey
calls turnover time. Let me explain this phenomenon in New Delhi from my shopping
experience with these companies since 2010. Initially, Flipkart, Myntra, and similar other
companies had just a few warehouses in Delhi from where it used to deliver the products
ordered on their websites. For instance, in 2010-11, once the product was ordered, it used to
take 4-6 days to deliver the ordered products, then thought to be its normal delivery time
period. That means if the product was ordered from Rohini, it engaged a stipulated quantity of
labour and time, say 4-6 days, to complete the order because all the deliveries were to be
made from the few logistical centres located around Delhi. Many years later, these companies
established small warehouses all over Delhi (now frequently outsourced the task to third
parties). Now it delivers the same product in just a single day and even in a few hours with
extra charges incurred, even though it still features the same delivery time on its terms and
conditions. How did it impact their business? Since they have covered almost entire Delhi with
its warehouses (this expansion is a continuous process), it doesn’t matter today where the
order is made from, north, south, west or east Delhi, the warehouse in its catchment area or
proximity, delivers the products in the shortest possible time. The deliveries are made through
light motor vehicles covering every nook and cranny of Delhi. Of late, Flipkart claimed that its
warehouses and logistical centers would total around one lakh by the end of 2018 (Bansal,
2018).

It entails that these companies have tremendously reduced the circulation time of online
shopping. Many years ago, hypothetically, if five workers performed the completion of one
order in 5-6 days, statistically it means that five workers deliver 5-6 order per month while the
wages were given. Many years later, given the unprecedented elimination of spatial barriers
and circulation of time reduced to the minimum, the same five workers now perform hundreds
of thousand orders per month. This extraction of extra labour time accounts for surplus labour
and therefore surplus value. This is how the revenues of the companies catapulted to billions
of dollars. This is how they perform “annihilation of space by time” in the Marxian parlance.

Conclusion

Marx laid down the dynamics of capitalist expansion in Grundrisse. The underlying materialistic
reason is the circulation time and costs that make it imperative to annihilate space by time.
David Harvey takes up the argument and analyses in various historical and geographical
settings. Time and space are not ‘natural’ or ‘given’ categories as they may appear rather they
are social and political constructions. While time and space were objectified through
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Renaissance and Enlightenment from its fluid character. Harvey traces these changes in the
production of time and space which in turn opened up the theoretical possibility forthe
domination of space (via rationally planned social theories) and time (via increased temporal
sense regarding the possibilities of the future), especially for the nascent bourgeoisie. Since
time and space encode and provide for the reproduction of social relations, changes in their
representation entail changes in the socio-political order as well. Since the last few decades,
remarkable changes have occurred in transport and communications leading towards
unprecedented interconnectedness. This has forced us to readjust ourselves to this new sense
of time and space. This temporal sense thus generated is called as “time-space compression”.

However, behind this seemingly technological advancement lays the ultimate rationale of

capitalist expansion. This newly generated space and time ensure greater profitability.
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Abstract

Kashmir has been imagined as the home of the long-cherished ideal of Kashmiriyat. It is such an ideal which is
coalescence for justice, accommodation, toleration, and above all, it encompasses communal harmony. In
the upcoming time, it had undergone a plethora of events, which more often than not, ruptured its edifice in
several ways. From an intrinsic good, this edifice leaned towards what can be more properly called as an
unavailing instrument. There are miscellaneous ways through which the intrinsic capacity of this locally
evolved identity had been diluted, within different epochs of history, by the external penetration whether
religious or political. Thereon, this paper engages itself to understand and analyze how Kashmiriyat as a
symbol of Inclusive identity has evolved, and become the victim of political construction. Further, it will look
into how this dilution eventuated because of external penetration in the first place. Furthermore, it
highlights the ways in which people of the State responded according to divided loyalties being fabricated.
For the aforesaid purpose, historical and analytical methods will help to reach the desired end.
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Introduction

Karl Marx, “The tradition of all the dead generations weighs like a nightmare on the brain of
living” (Johnson, 2003, p. 113). Any living organism cannot disown such historical inevitability,
and the people of Kashmir cannot be an exception thereof. Geographically speaking, the state
of Jammu and Kashmir is divided into three regions: Jammu, Kashmir, and Ladakh. Within
these three regions, Kashmir has been portrayed, whether travelers or insiders, “Paradise on
earth” and has been praised as an abode of “Saints”. The portrayal of Kashmir as a repository
of saints, whatever religion, over a period of time is itself an indication of the cultural
hybridization. Such unique specification, which the other two regions lack, was an out product
of the all-embracing philosophy of love. This philosophy of love manifested itself in the
prevalence of social harmony, toleration, justice, and accommodation. But the term under
which this philosophy is bannered, Kashmiriyat, became the sharp focus only in the writings of
contemporary scholarship. Other than this, genealogically speaking, the term was invented by
mainstream Kashmiri and Indian leaders during the freedom struggle in the region against the
tyrannous rule of Dogra dynasty. An invention as such was of great significance, invariably
deployed by these leaders to fetch a common ground of support or legitimacy for Kashmiri
leadership in the mainstream politics of the time.

However, no consensus has evolved over its meaning, intention, and interpretation so far. In
academic circles a large number of scholarly debates, even among most prominent historians,
transpired over what it stood for. For instance, multifarious variations of its meaning are: a
historical promise which was never fulfilled (M.I.Khan), love of homeland and common speech
(T.N.Madan), not an ideology but a behavioral pattern dear to Pandits (Hindus) and Muslims of
Kashmir alike (Sampat Prakash), undoubtedly an un-Islamic rather anti-Islamic ideology (Suhail
Shaukeen), homogeneity between Indian mainstream culture and Kashmiri culture (Indian
mainstream), Kashmiri identity awaiting for political settlement of the political future of
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Kashmir and Kashmiris (Separatists), Kashmiri-ness or ethos of being Kashmiri (Nasreen Ali),
self-proclaimed and externally endowed superiority of socio-religious, spatial, and cultural
institutions of Kashmiri community of all religious shades who originally inhabit Kashmir
(Hangloo, 2012, p.37) Any discourse gains legitimacy only when it becomes a normal mode of
operational behavior of the people. It was not difficult in any sense for Kashmiriyat to be
normal because of its highly ineffaceable inclusiveness. Since inception, it was rendered with
high appreciation due to its inherent capacity of accommodation rather than erasure of
heterogeneous identities.
The discourse of Kashmiriyat, within due course of time, underwent a plethora of changes
because of its implantation by the leaders of time for political gains. Normally, it is taken as the
bedrock of communal harmony, multiculturalism, and tolerance, but the term itself has been
used so often and in such diverse contexts that one doubts whether it always means the same
thing or different things at different times. (Ibid) Further, to understand the root causes of
present turmoil in Kashmir, we need to (re)visit and (re)trace the main themes and counter-
themes deployed in the first instance, and then followed by its adherents’ and hijackers’ vis-a-
vis its development in the state.
Kashmiri identity—Kashmiriyat—is characterized by the transcendence of religious and other
affiliations and recognition of multiple identities rather than their erasure in expressing a vision
of Kashmir as a homeland of Kashmiris. It exhibits a comfortable coexistence of regional
specificity and religious universality in public discourse (Zutshi 2003, p. 16). This can, in other
words, refer to religious and philosophical renaissance (Gayas U-Din, 2007, p.5). The two
undisputed voices of which are: Lala Ded and Nund Reshi. Both of them, through the medium
of poetry, rebelled against the existing apparatus and voiced for an alternative system in
Kashmir. Besides, they portrayed a unique picture of Kashmiri culture, a culture which is
eclectic and contains quest for the practice of noble truths, universal humanist tendencies, and
synthesis of glorious cultural gains of Buddhism, Shaivism, and Islam. They presented a picture
of society solely idealistic, sentimental or religiously humanistic in outlook (Bazaz, 1954, p. 71).
Such metaphysical/philosophical rooted cultural lineage was continued by the numerous Sufi’s
from Abhinav Gupta to Ahad Sahab in present-day Sopore. Later on, both poets became the
center of the contentious debate between the two communities of the region, i.e. Hindus and
Muslims. (Zutshi, 2003, p. 20). Lal Ded, inspired by the language of commoners rather than
God’s or elites, preached oneness of humankind and oneness of God for all, in her verses or
Vaakhs. These verses carried language of Universal Humanism which channelized and
reaffirmed the indigenous thought through language and the human agency with transparent,
non-dominative conduct in localized forms (Kaul 2011, p.29). She in one of her poems said:

Shiva (God/Allah/Brahma) abides in all that exists anywhere

Don’t discriminate between Hindus and Muslims

Self-realization is true emancipation

Recognize your true self that is true knowledge of God (Khan, 2012, p. 59)
Her poetry has attacked and uninstalled all the inclinations with dominative potential in
Kashmiri society. She constructed a middle way narrative by balancing diverse groups to work
for a common purpose within an Inclusive identity installed upon their sense of common
belonging i.e. Kashmiriyat. Different religions of that time responded in a positive manner as
these verses were not in contradiction to any of the religion. This narrative clearly represented
what John Rawls in the twenty-first century calls as Overlapping consensus or common ground
within heterogeneous religions or communities (Rawls, 1987, p.9). Her (source) intervention
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transferred the cultural capital by advocating a social structure of mutual acceptance, and she
left rest to Noor-U-Din (a flow of such source), of whose philosophy is said to be weaned at the
breast of Lal Ded. Lal-e-Ded’s successor preached the principle of life in everything, love of
humanity, detachment from material things, and he believed in the oneness of Universe and
man. In other words, he laid the ground for what is commonly called as Rishi Order, of which,
followers are from both Hindu and Muslim communities, and to which, homage and respect is
paid by all Kashmiris regardless of their caste, creed, religion, race, etc. (Kaul, 2011, p. 35). As of
now, there is the prevalence of shrine culture in Kashmir, meant to commemorate these
devotees who paved the way for social harmony, operating in institutions like Dargahs and
Khankahs. These institutions have acted and still act as powerful institutions that deeply
influenced the course of politics, society, and culture. (Zutshi, 2018, p. 51). This order
strengthened the common identity of people. At the practical level, it was reflected by least
differences in the patterns of living, dress code and norms of purity-pollution; and above all,
the broad facade of Hindus and Muslims remained identical. Walter Lawrence, commenting on
the difference between Hindus and Muslims of the region, muttered:
The Pandit wears the truck of turban on right, the Musalman (Muslim) on left. The
Pandit fastens his gown on the left and Musalman on the right. The Pandits (Hindus)
has long, narrow sleeves, the Musalmans short, full sleeves (Bazaz, 1954, p. 66).
Such an intellectually rich tradition laid down the framework for a regional culture defined by
the coexistence of vernacular culture and universal religious faith (Zutshi, 2003, p. 28). In this
entire epoch, a human was counted more an end-in-itself than a means-to-an-end. These saints
were pioneers of Hindu-Muslim unity, and through their message of love of humankind, they
strived to resolve the historical tension between Hindus and Muslims (Gayas U-Din, 2007, p.
104). Their persona and teachings made an everlasting impact on the minds of common
masses of Kashmir. It led to the creation of a new social world of which justice and
accommodation were cardinal virtues. Their philosophy of humanism was exemplified by
Sultan Zain-Ul-Abidin who as a ruler of Kashmir institutionalized the secular-humanist values.
As Pandit Anand Koul noted:
Zain-Ul-Abidin possessed of a broad and tolerant outlook and dominated with a desire
to benefit mankind, he ruled with such equity and justice and did so much to improve
the material prosperity of the people that one cannot fail to admire him. His
benevolent rule demands special homage in as much as he lived at a period when he
had no worthy and enlightened contemporary to emulate. In the world around him,
he could have found little to help him. He was encouraged to be tyrannical and selfish
by tradition and especially by the example of his father, Sikander. Zain-Ul-Abidin was
deservedly named as Bud Shah or Great King. Despite six centuries have rolled by
since he lived, his name is still remembered with general reverence and gratitude.
Take the name of Bud Shah before a Kashmiri and at once he will with a happy
countenance rhyme it with “Pad Shah” (Bamzai, 1994, p. 329)
The Kashmiriyat received a death blow at the hands of Dogra dynasty, the dynasty which laid
the foundation of modern Jammu and Kashmir through the Treaty of Amritsar signed by Dogra
Raja of Jammu Gulab Sing and Britishers (A treaty in the history of the world which treated
human beings as mere commodities or purchased property, signed on 16 March 1846, between
Britishers and Maharaja Gulab Singh). Under it, British:
Transfer and makeover forever in independent possession to Maharaja Gulab Singh
and the heirs male of his body all the hilly and mountainous country with its
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dependencies situated to eastward of the River Ravi including the Chamba and
excluding Lahul, being part of the territories ceded to British government by the
Lahore state for a sum of seventy five lakhs” (Bamzai, 1994, p. 46).
Maharaja Gulab Singh laid the foundation of his empire, constituted of three distinct units:
Jammu, Kashmir, and Ladakh, primarily by adopting Machiavellian politics. As K.M. Panikkar,
biographer of Maharaja Gulab Singh puts it:
The Maharaja did not achieve his ends by methods which were always beyond
criticism. He did not hesitate to resort to tricks and stratagems which would, in
ordinary life, be considered dishonorable. He was trained in a hard school, where
lying, intrigue, and treachery were all considered part and parcel of politics (Bazaz,
1941, p. 38)
At the cost of multiple identities, he encouraged Hinduism by reviving laws banning cow-
slaughter, constructing temples beyond limit even out of state funds, establishing Hindu
religious institutions like Dharmarth, translating Hindu scriptures into multiple languages and
imposing policies of persecution towards ‘other’ religious sects’. These policies of Maharaja
created resentment among his subjects especially Muslims and more importantly broke the
historical harmonious relations between the Kashmiri Muslims and Kashmiri Hindus, the
Pandits.
Gulab Singh’s successor’s whether that was Maharaja Ranbir Singh, Maharaja Pratap Singh, or
Maharaja Hari Singh, all continued such policy—based on difference and discrimination— to
buttress the legitimacy of their rule. Looking keenly at the tenure of the successors of his
Highness, our cogency easily confronts with the multiple attempts being made to foist
differences among masses. Ranbir Singh’s reign clearly manifested Hindu inclinations of Dogra
state. He himself consecrated a shrine to the worship of Rama, from whom, according to
Dogra tradition, their dynasty descended; and he ordered for the construction of 144,000 idols
of Lord Krishna in the state (Zutshi, 2003, p. 49). The Muslim populace of the region felt
disappointed over such state of affair, for which they complained and protested, fretted and
fumed, but all remained in vain; and even he remained inhuman to such an extent that to save
the expense of feeding his slave subjects during the famine, he drowned Muslim subjects by
boat-loads in the Vular Lake (Zutshi, 2003, p. 49).
Pratap Singh and his administrative structure continued to make Muslims slaves and continued
to inflict untold miseries on them; at the same time, Pandits or local Hindus were patronized
(Hassnain, 1988, p. 16). No doubt external penetration started earlier but it touched pinnacle
during this period. In 1923, Madan Mohan Malavia met Maharaja and suggested him to convert
Muslims of the valley to the Hindu fold religion. In retaliation to counter this strategy of
Hindus, few of the social and religious organizations among Muslims, like the Anjuman Nasrat-
Ul-Islam, Anjuman Hamdard Islam, Anjuman Islamia from Srinagar, and the Youngmen Muslim
Association and Anjuman Islamia from Jammu came forward and invited Muslim missionaries
to counteract the devised propaganda of Hindu missionaries (Hassnain, 1988, p. 17). It is clearly
evident that a new tussle between two communities of the region had popped up and its
ultimate repercussion’s were the loss of common brotherhood and social harmony.
Pratap Singh’s was succeeded by Hari Singh, whom Sir John Simon called, “a poor, green
shivering subject wretch” (Hassnain, 1988, p. 20). It was during his reign that atrocities inflicted
upon Muslim subjects captured heights. In return, a mass movement was launched against the
misrule of this communal and autocratic dynasty of Dogra’s. The mass movement was not only
the product of and a challenge to such chaos, but it rendered the will of the alienated Muslim
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with high esteem since inception. The relationship between religious identities, community
definitions, and state underwent significant change anew, due to change in the social, political
and economic landscape (Zutshi, 2003, p. 118). In such social transition, the onus of redefinition
and restatement of identities straight-forwardly went to Dogra state, but they played a
negligible part in it. They gave the onus of redefinition and restatement to respective religious
clerics and political leaders, whether Hindu or Muslims. All this in return strengthened the
pretext of communally polarized groups within the region. What Samuel P. Huntington latter
observed, “The fault lines between civilizations would be their battle lines in future
(Huntington, 2000, p. 21), but in Kashmir, the fault lines between and within different religious
groups became the battle lines on community redefinition issue. These groups eschewed the
assimilative tendencies of their religions and maintained the difference of their overarching
ideas, ideologies, and world views. It clarifies the fact that on the one hand, Dogra state
claimed religious neutrality or secular character and on the other side, they intensified the
communal hatred by providing legal sanction to the societal division on religious lines.
Arguably religious identity became the basis of community formation, but within it, different
factors like class, caste, region, and sect played a defining role in the identity formation (Zutshi
2003, p. 120). The whole process not only created dissections and distortions among Hindus
and Muslims groups of the valley but within Muslims divided loyalties cropped out between
diverse sects based on their beliefs, ideological orientations and sect affiliations. The Dogra
urge to gain the legitimacy of their rule paved the way for the internal strife and discord
among the people of the region. People, then and now, began to focus on different visions of
their freedom based on distinct lines of their socialization process. As those who followed the
state apparatus considered the mass movement against Dogra autocracy as communal as it
was threatening their interests. While defending their position within mass movement,
politico-religious leaders of state upheld that all those aligned to state structure are enemies
of the human values- freedom, democracy, secularism, etc. During the first half of the
nineteenth century, people became largely divided into the religious, political and economic
lines, and even nowadays it continues. These all divisions laid the ground for the multiple
visions of belonging and assertion of identity. After the partition of sub-continent and the birth
of the Kashmir problem, the meaning of Kashmiriyat has remained dependent on the imposed
meaning of India and Pakistan and their respective affiliated actors suitable to their national
identities.

State construction of people’s identity has made the inherent and indigenous identity of
Kashmiri region, Kashmiriyat, a victim of manipulated multiple interpretations leading to the
murder of what it actually is and acceptance of what it is not. The manipulated and multiple
interpretations of Kashmiriyat are: it is a secular philosophy, it is part of the universal project of
Islam, it aims at the establishment of homogeneous identity or it represents the ideology of
either majority or minority community. The essence of Kashmiriyat consists of none of them. It
is more than secularism as religion is the driving force behind it. It represents neither universal
religion of Islam nor Hinduism, but what can be called the lived religion, the religion being a
product of Kashmiri context not only differs from but sometimes contradicts with the
universal project of Islam and Hinduism. It does not represent the ideology of win and loss as it
is based on the celebration and recognition of multiple identities.
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Conclusion

Historically, Kashmiriyat represents the lived experience of Kashmiris. However, such
experience has not remained constant and the same in all historical epochs as conventional
theories of identity believe in. In each epoch, Kashmiri identity has been subjected to a number
of interpretations which seems good as such action can contribute to bringing to light new
dimensions of an identity of the region. However, such interpretations are backed by power
equation to such extent that instead of arriving at the true essence of Kashmiriyat, they have
led to the creation of a new category of Kashmiriyat with competitive meanings. Each meaning
aims to justify itself and delegitimize the power of others causing the death of substance of
Kashmiriyat.
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Abstract

Be it predominantly patriarchal, socio-economic, cultural or religious factors, women undeniably have a
subordinate status, and hence, there is a very strong preference for sons over daughters in the India Sub-
continent. Family and social pressures to produce a son are immense. In most regions, sons are desired for
reasons related to kinship, inheritance, marriage, identity, status, economic security, and lineage. A
preference for boys cuts across community, caste and class lines and results in discrimination against girls
even before they are born. In a gross misuse of the technology that facilitates pre-natal diagnosis of any
potential birth defects and associated conditions, female foetuses are selectively aborted after such pre-
natal sex determination. Examining the direct relevance of the landholding-patriarchy premise to the
dynamics of sex discrimination and family-building strategies in Kashmir, this paper presents evidence that
indicates the child sex ratio varies greatly when stratified by size of household landholdings. The results
suggest that this proposition can be effectively used to study the future implications of the process of
demographic masculinisation in the Valley of Kashmir.

Key Word: Child sex, Child, Girl child, Kashmir, Sex, Patriarchy

Introduction

Gender is central to how societies assign roles, responsibilities, resources, and rights between
women and men. Allocation, distribution, utilization, and control of resources are thus
incumbent upon gender relations embedded in both ideology and practice. Gender analyses
do not merely focus on women, but also look at the ways in which men and women interact
with each other and the gendered nature of their roles, relations, and control over resources.
It is sometimes inevitable that gender justice becomes synonymous with the rights of women
and any discussion on gender and poverty, in essence, becomes a discussion on women and
poverty. Poverty accentuates gender gaps, and when adversity strikes, it is women who often
are most vulnerable (UNDP, 1997). This increased vulnerability is most visible in cases of
disaster, conflict, or involuntary resettlement.

The manifestation of poverty as stipulated in the United Nations Beijing Platform for Action
and Declaration of 1995 (UNDP, 2003) includes lack of income and productive resources, as a
result of which there is poor livelihood; hunger and malnutrition; ill health; limited or lack of
access to education and other basic services; increasing morbidity and mortality from illness;
homelessness and inadequate housing; unsafe environment and social discrimination as well
as exclusion.

The goal of meaningful employment seems to have increased the work of women and not to
have increased women’s power, which is the opposite of what it was supposed to do. Paid
employment outside the home has to be carried on along with unpaid employment within the
home. It has become a source of added pressure rather than of liberation. ‘Many of today’s
women, fortunate in the restoration of all the privileges pertaining to the state of the human
being, can afford the luxury of impartiality-we even recognize its necessity. Since
Wollstonecraft’s time, the women’s movement had made specific gains. It has secured the
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right to vote, access to education, specialized employment, and management of income.
These victories might induce complacency but a threat too (Beauvoir, 27).

The sex ratio imbalance in South Asia continues to fascinate and perplex social scientists in
general and demographers in particular. During the last three decades, considerable debate
has taken place on the continuing trend of masculinity and different dimensions of the female
deficit have attracted the attention of researchers (Bhat, 2002a; Bose, 2001; Miller, 1981;
Miller, 1985). The overall sex ratio of the population in India increased from 103 (per 100
female) in 1901 to 106 in 2011, remaining highly masculine. More alarming, has been the rise in
the child sex ratio (CSR) (0-6 age group) in recent times, despite renewed measures to reverse
it in the aftermath of the 2001 Census. The Provisional Census of India, 2011 shows that the sex
ratio of children aged 0-6 years increased from 102 boys per 100 girls in 1951 to 107 boys per 100
girls in 2001 and further to 108 boys per 100 girls in 2011 (Office of Registrar General of India,
2011). The persistent imbalance in India’s sex ratio is known to be the outcome of many
factors. Many previous studies have established that a patriarchal economic structure, coupled
with perceived cultural norms (religious and caste-based institutional norms) and the
economic utility of boys over girls are important determining factors of the degree of son
preference and the inferior status of the girl child (Dyson & Moore, 1983; Miller, 1985). In
patrilineal and patrilocal communities, sons are perceived to support their parents, both
before and after marriage, while daughters move to their husband’s family and provide very
little economic or emotional support to their birth parents (Bhasin, 1993). Daughters are
considered a net drain on parental resources (Das, 2000). Das, Chung and Shuzhuo (2009)
make one of the few clear references to the property system as a critical factor of son
preference and female deficit in China. While explaining the phenomenon of missing girls in
China’s emerging economic and social context, Banister (2004) states, “One of the toughest
challenges is to modify China’s rigid custom of patrilocal and patrilineal marriage, the
restriction of land rights to males of the patrilineal clan”. One can see a strong parallel to India
in this observation about China.

Gender and Indian Society

Two girls born in similar low-income-poverty families in Kerala and Bihar are likely to enjoy
different life opportunities in terms of access to nutrition or education. The root of gender
inequality, reflected in the higher incidence of poverty among women in India, is social and
economic, not constitutional. The Constitution is firmly grounded in principles of liberty,
fraternity, equality, and justice. Women’s rights to equality and freedom from discrimination
are defined as justifiable fundamental rights. The Constitution explicitly clarifies that
affirmative action programs for women are not incompatible with the principle of non-
discrimination on grounds of sex. “The Constitution does not merely pay lip service to an
abstract notion of equality but it reflects a substantive understanding of practical dimensions
of freedom and equality for women” (Menon-Sen & Kumar, 2001 as cited in Thakur & Kumara,
2008). However, implementations of constitutional provisions that are meant to empower
women are often implemented by persons from the very socioeconomic backgrounds that
perpetuate the inequity.

Amartya Sen noted that India with its population of 1 billion has to account for some 32 million
“missing women” (Sen, 1990; Sen, 2003). More than 60 percent of women are chronically
poor, and the figure would probably be higher if intra-household discrepancies in poverty
levels were measured. For most women, their low status and lack of education limit them to a
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life of housework and agricultural labour. Although women in India “work,” sometimes twice
as hard and long as their male counterparts, their economic contributions often remain
invisible and unrecognized. Ninety-six percent of women work in the informal and unorganized
sector. In spite of legal provisions, women continue to receive lower wages than men. Women
face legal discrimination in land and property rights.

Gender and Kashmiri Society

The State of Jammu and Kashmir, though endowed with rich grandeur natural beauty and
resources, have been one of the most economically backward States of India. Due to various
socio-economic, political and geographical factors, agriculture, which is the mainstay of nearly
eighty percent of the population, has remained underdeveloped and the most important
natural resources like water, forests, minerals, etc, have remained unexplored and untapped.
Since the introduction of economic planning in 1953, the State has been able to register a big
stride in socio-economic development. The number of poor persons has remained almost the
same between 1973-74 and 1993-94. According to NSSO 1997, 2.2 million children enrolled in a
child population of 3.1 million, 35 percent drop out at middle-level entry, underweight children
44.5 percent and 41 percent with stunted growth. The armed violence from the last two
decades has disturbed the social fabric, damaged the economy, disturbed the source of
livelihood of thousands of families and in many cases deprived the family of its breadwinner.
Children and women of the Kashmiri society have gone through a gruelling trauma. The most
disturbing fallout of it has been the nominal increase in destitution manifest in the rise in the
number of orphans, widows, the invalid and the disabled (Bhat, 2011). The armed violence in
the State has not allowed women to educate and modernise enough to challenge the
traditional and patriarchal structure of the society where ownership of land is an unchallenged
natural gift spilled on men by God.

Kashmir being a patriarchal society value women’s reproductive capacity more than her
intellectual development or autonomy, means that laws, institutions and belief systems reflect
this view of women'’s role in society. For Simone de Beauvoir, society is organized in such a
way as to favour male projects and aspirations. The obvious questions which arise are: How did
such a system come into being? In The Second Sex, Beauvoir provides a thorough survey of the
origins and perpetuation of the patriarchal oppression of women. She explains that since the
beginning of the social organization, men, as physically stronger beings, were better adopted
to heavy manual work involved in hunting, fishing and defending the tribe. Women were
involved in domestic work and raising children. Men consequently had more freedom to invent
systems of thought and social and political organization because they did not bear children.
These conceptual, social and political systems then developed to favour male interests rather
than society’s interests as a whole. Women have been obliged to adapt to this patriarchal
system, which maintains them in a subordinate position. Beauvoir argues that women have
been assimilated to their body and sexed identity and traditionally confined to the role of wife
and mother. Marriage and motherhood have consequently been artificially promoted as the
most important role for women in society and this has been inscribed in the laws, customs,
beliefs, and culture of society. As a result, women have been traditionally prevented from
working outside the home and, hence, have been obliged to attach themselves to a male
breadwinner to ensure their survival and that of their children. Women have adapted to this
state of affairs in a variety of ways which encourage ‘inauthenticity’ to a lesser or greater
extent. Beauvoir argues that the way forward for women is to pursue economic independence
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through independent work and through a socialist organization of society, which would favour
women’s emancipation and autonomy (Tidd, 2007).

Context and Rationale

Despite several studies that have examined gender-based discrimination against girls in
Kashmir, there has been a significant lack of evidence-based theoretical examinations of the
critical determinants of increasing masculinity. Surprisingly, changing social and economic
conditions and a demographic transition have not meant the loosening of patriarchal rigidities.
With increasing education, health and marriage costs, parents feel more vulnerable having a
daughter as they traditionally assume that having a daughter is “watering the neighbour’s
garden”. Moreover, the increasing desire for smaller families has aggravated female
discrimination and led to an increase in sex-selective abortions and female foeticides in India.
Yet, theoretically and evidentially, there is no relevant causal mechanism to explain persisting
patriarchal controls on the sex ratio imbalance in Kashmir. Several researchers have focused
on historical explanations of it (Desai, 2005; Durkheim, 1933; Dyson & Moore, 1983; George,
2008; Kandiyoti, 1998; Lerner, 1987; Potts & Campbell, 2008). More recently, researchers have
attempted to understand the sex ratio imbalance in isolation of its root causes (Bhat, 2002b;
Mayer, 1999). However, there is a need to combine both the historical and cultural contexts
with the present situation if the sex ratio imbalance is to be explained. This study attempts to
combine the historical context of the sex ratio imbalance with current socio-economic,
demographic and cultural factors to explain the persistence of the sex ratio imbalance. The
absence of a significant evidential connection between gender development indicators and
the sex ratio imbalance necessitates a fresh examination, which will yield persuasive evidence
of alternative hypotheses from a theoretical and need-based perspective. This study adopts
the landholding patriarchy hypothesis as a tool to understand the dynamics of sex
discrimination in Kashmir; we postulate that this hypothesis is fundamental to the structural
institutional factors that operate in society. We propose household landholding is a crucial
determinant of family fertility preferences and a critical factor in child sex preference. In the
social context, the landholding patriarchy hypothesis is central to gender-based inequities.

Data and Methods

Data from various primary and secondary sources including the National Family Health Survey
(NFHS-3) is used to empirically test the landholding-patriarchy hypothesis and its association
with skewed CSRs in different parts of the Kashmir. The NFHS-3 provides information on the
key socio-economic, demographic and health characteristics of families from a nationally
representative sample of 1,09,041 households, consisting of 1,24,385 women aged 15-49 and
74,369 men aged 15-54. The NFHS-3 sample covers 99% of the country’s population living in all
29 states including the state of J&K.

Methods of Analysis

The methodology of this paper comprises three stages. In the first stage, we seek to build a
theoretical structure by revisiting the literature associated with the landholding-patriarchy
hypothesis and its historical roots in both the world and Kashmir. We embark on a theoretical
exploration of the reasons behind the emergence, continuance, and strengthening of
patriarchy, and its varying regional contexts in India. In the second stage, we revisit the
conventional determinants of the sex ratio and their linkages with the landholding size of
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households. In the third stage, we examine the evidential connection by estimating sex ratio
trends and attempt to evolve a convergence between the theory and statistical evidence. For
global comparability, we use the international definition of sex ratio (number of males to 100
females) in calculating the CSR of the population aged 0-6 years, the sex ratio at birth (SRB),
the sex ratio of last birth (SRLB), and the sex ratio of last two births. We have followed a
flexible approach in selecting the areas to allow for better analysis of the evidence. According
to NFHS-3, the household landholding size in the country ranges from 0.1 acres to 500 acres. In
this paper, the standard government land classification pattern (marginal, small, medium and
large farmers) is not followed. For practical and analytical reasons, we have classified
landholding households into three categories — households with very small landholding (less
than 1 acre); with small to medium landholding (1.1 to 10 acres); and with large landholding
(10.1 acres or more) - to allow for a comparison between them. Our interest is to demonstrate
the distinction between very small landholding households and large landholding households
and to determine the differentials in patriarchal customs and sex ratios patterns.

A Theoretical Exploration
a) Global Context
In this section, we describe the theoretical basis of linkages between landholding and
patriarchy. Global and Indian historical evidence is considered to establish a theoretical basis
for the landholding-patriarchy hypothesis. Theoretical explanations are then presented to
understand how the landholding patriarchy hypothesis can be used to predict socio-economic
and demographic behaviour, which, in turn, can predict household landholding status and the
sex ratio. The first critical dimension of the landholding-patriarchy hypothesis is land.
Agricultural land has been and continues to be the most significant form of property in most
parts of rural South Asia and Africa. The land is a significant determinant of economic well-
being, social status, and even political power. The land is the most valuable economic resource
through which men asserted control in the early stages of human civilisations and it continues
to determine the power dynamics between genders even today.
To date, there is insurmountable evidence that economic resources in the hands of male
household members do not equally benefit female household members. As peasant women in
Bodhagaya, Bihar said on first receiving land on their own names in 1982,

We had tongues but could not speak

We had the feet but could not walk

Now that we have the land

We have the strength to speak and walk (Agarwal, 1994, p.39).
The role of female labour under different land-use patterns illustrated by Boserup (1989)
clearly indicates that it lost its importance with the gradual transformation of traditional
cultivation of common land to the contemporary system of individual or household-owned
mechanised agriculture, where men are assigned more importance than women. Based on her
experience of working with Dhaka’s female workers, Kabeer (2001), Kabeer (1997) states, “The
rural migrants coming overwhelmingly from the landholding families had no experience of
working outside the home; whereas, the migrants predominantly from the poor and landless
families had fewer household restrictions and less stigma attached to the women engaged in
wage work.” In other words, the power relationship between husband and wife in poor
households could be more equal because men lacked property (land) and therefore did not
hold much authoritative control. Engels (1884) noted that poor women were employed
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outside the home and poor husbands had relatively few legal rights. As a result, there was no
material basis for husbands oppressing their wives in poor families (Hensman, 2002). The
corollary of this hypothesis is patriarchy.

Theorising on patriarchy is difficult without considering its ever-changing meaning (Feldman,
2001).The majority of human societies are patriarchal (Smuts, 1995) and questions about the
origin of patriarchy and women’s subordination persist. Did it exist from the beginning of
human society or did it emerge alongside the ownership of private property with surplus
production in agriculture? Anthropologists, social biologists, and sociologists have offered
varying explanations from time to time and experimented with different hypotheses.
Androcentric sociologists and anthropologists (including the influential socio-biological school
of thought today) promoted the concept of a divine creation of male superiority. They insisted
that male-dominated families had characterised human society ever since “man the hunter”
held sway in the “social order” of the world. However, in the latter part of the 19th century,
radical and socialist intellectuals successfully challenged this view (Lerner, 1987; Potts &
Campbell, 2008). In the 19th century, Engels (1884), channelling the influence of Karl Marx and
anthropological pioneer Morgan (1964), evolved a new hypothesis that stressed emerging
class differentiation and men’s control of the property.

The property surplus was the base for the emergence of the state, family and male patriarchal
control. Engels (1884) notes, “With the patriarchal family, we enter the field of written
history”. Males gained power within the family and in society through the development of
agriculture (land-centric activities). With the transition from hunter-gatherer societies to
agrarian societies, animals (cattle, horses, and so on) became instruments of labour through
which males established further control. The domestication of animals and their use for
farming led to surplus production and the era of private property ownership. So long as
societies were very close to subsistence, the survival of a family depended on cooperation
between the male and female and societies were non-hierarchical. However, agricultural (land
and allied resources) surplus made it possible for some families to control more of the
production than others. With the upward mobility of families, women were withdrawn from
outside work (Hartmann, 1976; Boserup, 1989; Smuts, 1995; Potts & Campbell, 2008). The
strength of mobility of men, along with their physical control of agricultural tools and animals,
made them land (property) owners. Consequently, they wished to have a means of passing
this property on to their male children. At this time, a matrilineal form of descent was replaced
by a patrilineal line of descent and law of male inheritance in the family (Lerner, 1987; Smuts,
1995). In economic terms, patriarchy is closely related to the division of labour (Engels, 1884;
Durkheim, 1933). The gender division of labour is a central feature of gender inequality, both in
economic terms and in the social construction of gender identities (Eisenstein, 1984; Huber,
1991; Lorber, 1994). The most primitive form of division of labour was based on the household,
in which men did outside chores and women did inside domestic chores (Durkheim, 1933).
Thus, the interaction of men with the outside social world and their exposure to it influenced
the authority structure; making them more authoritative (Morgan, 1964). Related to this, a
central tenet in eco-feminist theory holds that “male ownership of land has led to a patriarchal
structure in society” (Thom-Slayter& Dianne, 1995; Larsen, 2011).

b) Indian Context

The Indian context of patriarchy is a variant of the global context. In India, patriarchy and
landlordism with male landownership worked for hand in hand for centuries to reinforce the
hierarchy of caste and class; the landlord controlled every facet of the life of the villagers
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(Mies, 1980). Culture shaped both the values of girls and the economic restraints of
households (Ray, 2005). Based on historical evidence, studies have documented the incidence
of “female discrimination and female foeticides” in areas where landholding patriarchal
families are dominant in number and influence (Mies, 1980; Harris, 2007). The practice of
female infanticide in India did not arise from any superstitious or religious motive. The custom
was not survival of early savagery but grew up under certain specific conditions influenced by
usage and the peculiar political and economic circumstances. It was a practice which arose out
of the social institution and customs of people (Panigrahi, 1972). During the colonial period,
British officials identified a skewed sex ratio, missing girls and female infanticides in both north
and west India (Singh, 2009). British residents reported that the rajas in Benares and the
Rajkumar in Jaunpur district killed their female children. In west India, female infanticide was
practised in Gujarat. According to reports of British officials, castes which resorted to the
practice of female infanticide included Rajputs, Jats, Ahirs, Gujjars, Khatris and Moyal brahmins
in the north, Rajputs in peninsular Gujarat and Lewa Patidars and Kanbis north of them. These
castes comprised the dominant landholding communities in different parts of north and west
India (Clark, 1983; Pocock, 1971; Steed, 1955). In the Punjab region of north-western India, the
Bedi-Khatri castes practised female infanticide in the 19th century. Major “Lake” reported to
the Punjab board of administration in 1851, “The Bedis were an influential landholding caste of
Sikh khatris who claimed a high rank among Sikh khatris. It is an undoubted fact that there are
1,000 families of Bedis who, for the last 400 years, have destroyed many of their female
offspring.” The Bedis received girls in marriage from Khatri families of lower status but refused
to marry their own daughters to boys from lower status families. Instead, they resorted to
female infanticide (Singh, 2009). These traditions continue to dominate their family-building
strategies and are a large part of the reason why this region of India has faced an acute female
deficit for long periods in history (Altekar, 1962; Singh, 2009). Northern India including the
conflict-ridden state of Jammu and Kashmir still follows the most inhuman and uncivilized
practice of female infanticide as clearly depicted through the figures of sex ratio which is at
883 females per thousand males as per the latest census of India for J&K. This lead to the
former Chief Minister of J&K to publicly say that “if the present form of declining sex ratio will
continue, time will come we have to legalize Gay Marriages in Kashmir as there will be no
women to marry”.

Revisiting the Determinants of Sex Ratio

Several researchers have attempted to examine the most critical determinants of sex ratio
based on country-specific evidence (Bhat, 2002b; Miller, 1985). Banister (2004) provided one
of the most comprehensive reviews of the problem. She attempted to assess the determinants
of China’s sex ratio imbalance by considering poverty, the political and economic system,
socio-economic development, educational level, cultural practices, the one-child policy, low
fertility, and ultrasound technology. However, she found that China’s shortage of girls cannot
be entirely addressed by any of these factors. She argued that the system of holding and
transmitting land and property rights within families’ needs to be more carefully examined.
China and India are agrarian societies and land ownership is a significant property right that is
fundamental to socioeconomic status (Agarwal, 1994; Agarwal, 1997; Banister, 2004). The
restriction of land rights to males of the patrilineal clan weakens the ties of daughters to their
natal families after marriage. We, therefore, argue that the tradition of male ownership of land
is at the root of the emergence of unfavourable social, political and economic systems that
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undermine the value of the female sex. With this division of labour strongly entrenched in
patriarchal societies, households with large landholdings are desperate to have a male child to
maintain their property. Here, the fundamental argument is that larger landholdings are
associated with strong patriarchal traits. The doggedness of this tradition is the direct cause of
South Asian skewed sex ratio. However, before setting out to examine sex ratio differentials
by the size of landholding, we examined whether any of the other direct and intermediate
determinants of sex ratio have any evidential connection with landholding. Such an
examination is important to understand the pathways through which the size of household
landholdings promotes patriarchal traits, consequently influencing the CSR.

a) Landholding verses Other Determinants of Sex Ratio

A growing number of studies have established that the preference for sons, sex-selective
abortion and excess female child mortality are important direct determinants of sex ratio
levels and trends. There is also evidence to show how family-building strategies differentially
affect the likelihood of excess female child mortality (Arnold, Kishor & Roy, 2002; Larsen,
2011). Further, the socio-economic position of women is a fundamental determinant of son
preference and its consequence of sex-selective abortion and excess female child mortality.
The literature suggests that son preference outcomes can be predicted through female status
indicators such as women’s freedom to work outside the home, their decision-making power
on health, and their freedom of mobility (Agatha et al., 2007). However, a recent study in rural
Pakistan reveals that women’s autonomy is associated with landholding (Sathar & Kazi, 2000).
In this connection, we examined whether women’s status in the Kashmir context is associated
with household landholding size. The research provides evidence that the critical indicators of
female status are largely predicted by the size of household landholdings. Lower women’s
autonomy measured by information on women’s labour force participation outside the home,
earnings, decision-making power and freedom of movement outside the home are seen to be
negatively linked to the size of household landholdings. In other words, the results support the
theory that larger landholdings are associated with less female autonomy. Similar evidence can
be noted in terms of the chances of there being a son preference among women. Each of the
determinants of sex ratio indicates a worsening trend with an increase in the size of
landholding. First, the likelihood of women having an ultrasound test increases markedly with
the size of household landholding, even when holding financial assets constant. Second, the
odds of having induced abortion also increase with the size of landholding. Last, the likelihood
of death of a female child compared to a male child is higher in landholding families. In other
words, the odds of excess female child mortality rise steeply with the size of landholding.

b) Landholding versus Child Sex Ratio

In this section, we attempt to determine if there is a direct relationship between household
landholding size and the CSR. For India as a whole, the CSR for the total rural population is 108,
which falls to 104 for the total rural landless household population. The CSR is 107 for
households with less than an acre of land, which rises to 128 for households with 10 or more
acres of land. Such a sharp rise suggests a strong positive association between the size of
landholdings and CSR. The huge variations in the CSR by the size of landholding indicate that
skewed landholdings in the context of traditional patriarchy in Kashmir are contributing to a
rise in CSR.

Among north and south Indian states, Kashmir and Kerala represent a clear dichotomy in levels
of the CSR with respect to household landholding size. In Jammu and Kashmir, the CSR for the
total population is very low. Among rural landholding households, the CSR rises for households
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with less than one acre. Among households with 10 or more acres of land, the CSR rises to an
exceptional high of boys per 100 girls. Such a phenomenal peak is an unequivocal outcome of
skewed landholding patterns, which reinforce the strong patriarchal culture in societies. On
the other hand, Kerala represents an entirely different socio-economic structure. The
distinguishing factor in Kerala, which contributes to its more balanced sex ratio, is that the size
of landholdings is evenly distributed; the largest landholding size in the state is only 13 acres
(NFHS-3, 2005-06). In this state, women were historically involved in land-rights movements
and some of the upper castes (for example, Nairs) are matriarchal communities (Harris, 2007).
Kerala’s gender equity-based social policies further strengthened this foundation. Kerala was
the first state to extend land rights to women and implement comprehensive land reforms
(Agarwal, 1994). The gender-equal social structure in Kerala demonstrates that the sex ratio
there is unrelated to the size of landholding. Both West Bengal and Madhya Pradesh indicate a
pattern of CSR similar to Kerala. However, the social structure and landholding patterns vary
considerably in these two states. The prime reason for this anomaly is the high concentration
of scheduled tribes (STs) in the population of Madhya Pradesh, who traditionally are not
strong followers of patriarchy (Harris, 2007). Comparatively, studies have shown that sex
discrimination is least prevalent in the tribal communities of India (Singh, 2009). In West
Bengal, the CSR is 103 among the total rural population aged 0-6 years and 100 among landless
households. The apparent causal reason for the situation in West Bengal is the uniform size of
landholdings, as in Kerala. The high CSR in Punjab and Haryana provides ample evidence in
support of a positive association between the sex ratio and size of landholding.

In Punjab, the CSR of the total rural population (0-6 years) is 131 and it is 119 among landless
households. Among landholding households, the CSR is 125 in households with less than one
acre of land but 128 among households with 10 or more acres. In Haryana, the pattern is similar
- the CSR of the total rural population (0-6 years) is 123 and it is 104 among landless
households. Among landholding households, the CSR increases from 119 for households with
less than one acre of land to 128 among households with 10 or more acres. It is important to
recognise that the overall relationship between the CSR and size of landholdings is
consistently strong in seven states with varying socio-economic structure — Punjab and
Haryana with a traditionally strong patriarchal structure and skewed landholding, and Gujarat,
Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan, Bihar and Orissa with varying socio-economic structures. All five of
the latter states support a positive association between the sex ratio and the size of
landholdings. The results of the CSR varying by caste with differing landholding size provide
evidence of a negative association between the sex ratio and the size of landholdings among
Indias ST’s. Also as expected, the CSR by landholding size is comparatively less skewed among
scheduled castes (SCs). In contrast, the CSR by landholding is much more skewed among
Other Backward Classes (OBCs) and other castes. CSR variations by the landholding size of
different religious groups are similar, given the cultural context of India. In accordance with
the expected pattern, the CSR is highly skewed among Sikhs, and among Hindus, it rises with
the size of landholding. Other than Sikhs and Hindus, the CSR is comparatively less skewed
among Muslims and more balanced among Christians. Interestingly, even among different
educational categories, the CSR varies with the size of landholding. The CSR among mothers
with no education is less male-skewed than the CSR among mothers with higher education and
mothers in households with 10 or more acres of landholding. The CSR shows a significant
upward increase with the size of landholding among different wealth quintiles. Its rise is more
pronounced among the upper wealth quintiles; in the richest wealth quintile, the CSR is 121
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among households with less than one acre of land but increases to 131 among households with
10 or more acres. The CSR disaggregated by the size of landholding and by caste, religion,
education and wealth quintiles provides overwhelming evidence that it consistently increases
across various socio-economic groups alongside an increase in the size of household
landholding. The higher the size of landholding, the wealth quintile, and the education
category, the more powerful is the combination that strengthens patriarchal traits and gender
imbalance.

¢) Landholding, Stopping Rule Behaviour and Sex Ratio at Birth

Previous studies have established theoretical arguments that say female discrimination
operates via sex-selective abortion and is translated into measurable outcomes for the last
birth and last two births (Arokiasamy, 2007; Clark, 2000). The sex of the last birth is crucial
because it is a deciding point for stopping rule behaviour by couples or terminating a
pregnancy to shape family size and sex composition. Research reveals the support of a
positive association between the size of landholding and SRB. This is clearly attributable to
stopping rule behaviour to achieve the desired family size and sex composition, where, in a
substantial proportion of cases, when the last birth is male, couples limit their family size
(Clark, 2000). The SRB increases consistently with landholding size. Other castes (other than
SCs, STs, and OBCs) with higher landholding sizes show a higher SRLB and greater female
discrimination than others. Similarly, female discrimination in terms of a rise in SRB (last birth)
is highly pronounced among larger landholding households in the richer and richest wealth
quintiles when compared to other groups. By religion, the SRB (last two births) is extremely
skewed in the case of Sikhs and Hindus compared to other religions. By education, the SLRB is
greatly skewed for women with 10 or more years of education and with increasing household
landholding size.

d) Adjusted Effects of Landholding

Research reveals that all the sex ratio indicators show a worsening trend with an increase in
the size of landholding. For instance, the likelihood of having a higher number of males than
females among children aged 0-6 years among women in the 15-49 age group is much greater
among women in the highest landholding category compared to those with no landholding or
small landholding. The research suggests that the likelihood of having a second male child
greatly increases among women of larger landholding households if the first birth is female
among two-children families. Similarly, the research shows the likelihood of having a third male
birth after the first two births are female among three-children families. This reveals that the
likelihood of having a third male birth nearly doubles in the highest landholding category
compared to the no landholding category. Overall, the results reveal that the size of household
landholding is a critical predictor of skewed CSRs in Kashmir after controlling for other socio-
economic factors. The probability of having male children is disproportionally high with a rise
in the size of landholding.

Discussion and Conclusion

The absence of a comprehensive theoretical framework has been a major constraint to
unpacking the structural context of the cockeyed sex ratio in Kashmir. This paper addressed
this by embracing the landholding-patriarchy assumption as a principal mechanism to
understand the slanted CSR. Based on a wide-ranging assessment of the evidence on the CSR
and its determinants, we examined the landholding-sex ratio linkage. The evidence was
correlated with a number of cross sociocultural contexts. One, in a structural context where
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states are characterised by a slanted landholding system with a dominant patriarchal tradition
(landlordism), the sex ratio (male/female) is seen to increase with increased landholding size.
Two, in a structural context where communities are characterised by more even household
landholding or where traditional tribal or matriarchal communities are concentrated, the sex
ratio (male/female) indicates no clear rise with the increasing size of household landholding.
Among many structural factors, the landholding size emerges as an influential determinant of
the sex ratio imbalance in rural India. The key effect of landholding is consistently established
across categories of the principal socio-economic determinants of sex ratio imbalance. The
CSR consistently increased with the size of household landholding. The SRB for last and last
two births increased steeply with the size of landholding, as an outcome of both the strong
preference for sons to maintain the large-sized landholdings and the greater economic utility
assigned to boys in household agricultural activities. These trends are in accordance with the
cultural context of the division of labour in Kashmiri society. The results provide support to the
landholding-patriarchy proposition and suggest that the existing gap between women’s choice
and family-building strategies might arise from societal and familial pressures to opt for male
descendants. Women in large landholding families do not have much socio-economic freedom
or decision-making powers. The pattern of interstate variation in the CSR imbalance is mainly
attributable to different customs related to land ownership and distribution rights, and
resultant socio-economic structures. Among states where land distribution is more uniform
(for example, Kerala), the sex ratio is favourable to females. In contrast, the results for
northern states of Kashmir, Punjab, and Haryana substantiate the pattern of cockeyed
distribution in household landholdings and sex ratio. The central Indian states where
traditionally women were allowed to participate in decision-making is because of the high
concentration of STs. These states have a history of land rights movements for women, have
carried out land reforms and have safeguarded traditional land-oriented and land- forest-based
economic activities that depend on female labour. In these states, the CSR is less skewwhiff.
The results further indicate that the pattern of sex ratio imbalance in India is closely associated
with crop cultivation (land-led activities) patterns. In the southern and eastern states, where
rice is the principal crop, female labour participates in cultivation. In these states, the sex ratios
are much less skewwhiff. On the other hand, in the wheat-cultivating northern and north-
western regions, there is widespread mechanisation and less importance of female labour. The
sex ratio is much skewwhiff in these regions.

The insights from this analysis suggest that the recent unprecedented rise in a male-slanted
sex ratio in India could be the manifestation of a rational response to economic restraints.
Therefore, there is a need to re-establish gender-based discussions around the landholding-
patriarchy assumption to formulate suitable strategies to address son preference and reduce
gender discrimination. The land-patriarchy theoretical construct needs to assume a central
place in gender-related analysis and on the policy agenda. Given female oppression in terms of
property (land) rights and inheritance laws, the solutions to end this are the restriction of male
dominance in land ownership and property inheritance, implementation of equal land rights
laws, and women’s access to land ownership and management. The independent ownership of
land by women is vital for promoting their true empowerment. The theoretical constructs set
out and examined in this paper provide a basis to test and study the factors determining a
male-cockeyed CSR, carry out an evaluation of the process of demographic masculinisation
and determine its future implications.
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While the landholding-patriarchy assumption cannot be directly applied in urban settings, it
can be postulated that the present urban population holds on to its historical rural legacy of
patriarchal traits, which it continues to emulate (Kabeer, 1997). It can also be assumed that
there is an intergenerational transmission of patriarchal culture. Although not all urban people
hold cultivable land, male ownership of property and commercial enterprises is a controlling
factor of patriarchy in the urban context.
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Abstract

In spite of substantial natural and human resource base for industrial growth and development, the Jammu
& Kashmir state has not been able to attract requisite investment and thereby remained an industrially
backward state. No doubt, the geographical position, and nature of the environment of the state are such
that the setting up of large manufacturing industries with huge capital base was not possible and feasible.
However, many small and medium scale industries in the traditional sectors along with some new areas like
food processing, agro-based units and metallic and non-metallic products and alike possess large potential.
Being an agrarian economy, the primary sector of the state suffers from certain serious limitations like a
single crop season and small size of holding. Therefore, with the growth of population, there has been an
increase in the workforce that needs to be engaged, is an uphill task for the state. Also, the on-going
situation in the State has not only squeezed the employment space here but also left already absorbed large
chunk jobless. Given the capacity of other sectors in the state, the industrial sector is the promising sector
which offers scope for adjustment to the growing able body workforce. It will also help in strengthening the
base of the tertiary sector of the state. In this backdrop, the present study has been undertaken to evaluate
the nature and magnitude of the industrial economy of the State with the help of ‘Charles W. Cobb and Paul
H. Douglas’ production function.

Keywords: Industrial sector, CD Production Function, Industrial Backwardness, Investment capital,
Employment

Introduction

Industrialization has come to be regarded as synonymous with the economic development of
an underdeveloped economy because it absorbs the excess manpower and ensures the
availability of mass consumption goods for a vast chunk of the population and therefore, helps
in harnessing and transforming raw resources into useful consumer products. It also helps in
creating effective means and tools of production for the development of infrastructure.
Importantly, industrial sector, which possesses relatively high marginal propensity to save and
invest, contributes significantly to the achievement of a self-sustaining economy with
continued high levels of investment, increase in levels of income and employment.
Notwithstanding the fact that in an economy where labor is abundant and capital scarce, the
argument for small scale industries is very strong which can be set up anywhere in the State or
country and thus can help in removing the regional disparities. It is, therefore, highly desirable
to develop small scale industries where per-capita income is low and population growth is
very high. Small scale industry which requires small capital investment and absorbs large
labour ratio have advantages to bring self-sustained and self-reliant economy by increasing the
purchasing power of the people engaged in this sector and hence increases the market for
industrial goods and could help in bringing qualitative changes in other sectors such as
agriculture, social and tertiary sector.
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The State of Jammu and Kashmir is an agriculturally dominated economy sans with large scale
industrial sector unlike some other States in the country. The State, no doubt, is blessed with
sizable resources which if harnessed at priority and suitably, could transform its economy and
bring socio-economic development. But the State is suffering from a peculiar situation' such as
‘classical backwardness trap”, inaccessibility’, vulnerability?, inadequate capacity?, and high
cost mountainous® which offered limited scope for an industrial sector comprising large
industries. Despite adverse situation’, some small and medium-scale industries have come up
in the traditional sectors along with some new areas like food processing, agro-based units and
metallic® and non-metallic products, however, natural factors are more conducive for small
scale industries like handicraft, sports (bat), fruit processing and alike, which are being
considered growth agents alongside providing meaningful employment. Nevertheless, there
are 54714 registered industries (53 industrial estates) spread over an area of 31335 Kanals of
land, with total employment 2,60,393, contributes 25.87% to GSDP as per constant prices (2011-
12) of advance estimates for the year 2017-18 (A)°.

Despite the fact, host of researchers have theoretically investigated the issue of industrial
sector; but as such no one has examined empirically the dynamic and causal relationship
between Capital (K), Labour (L) and Output (Q) of the state. Thus, the absence of such kind of
research on industrial production function of the J&K state is the underlying objective for this
study. The study attempted to bridge this research gap with broad objectives to study: a) the
impact of labour and capital on the industrial sector and b) the overall magnitude of the
industrial sector of Jammu & Kashmir State.

Design of the Model
In order to measure the nature and magnitude of Jammu & Kashmir’s Industrial economy, the
authors have applied the ‘Charles. W. Cobb and Paul. H. Douglas’ functional form of production
function in the following form.

Q(K,L) = AL*KPy;, forallA, o, f > 0 1)
Taking log on both sides we get,

log (Q) = log(AK*LPy,)

log(Q) =log(A) + alog(K) + Blog(L) + p; (2

log(Q) = y+ alog(Capital) + Blog(Labour) + y; 3)

Where Q is industrial output, log (A)=y (intercept) is Hicks-neutral technological change, a&p
are the output elasticities with respect to capital & labour and p; is the stochastic error term
which denotes other explanatory variables not specified in the model. While testing the
presence of economies of scale involves simple addition of output elasticities to see if they are
less than, equal to or greater than one. Therefore, considering the ‘return to scale’
coefficients, if a+ f =1, with decreasing return to scale when a+ 3 <1 and increasing
returns to scaleif a + 3 > 1.

Data

The study is based on the time series data of 26 years (from 1990-2016) which were collected
exclusively from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Annual Survey of Industries (ASI), Ministry of
Statistics and Program Implementation, Government of India; Ministry of Home Affairs,
Government of India; Planning Commission, Government of India; and support has also been
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taken from the data of Central Electricity Authority (CEA), Ministry of Power, Government of
India; Department of Planning & Monitoring Government of J&K.

Results and Discussion

The production function is central to the determination of the efficient allocation of resources.
At the individual firm level, production function enables a decision maker to determine the
optimal combination of inputs that should be used to produce a given level of output at the
lowest cost. During a firm’s profit-making output decision, production functions enable firm’s
to achieve both technical (least cost) and allocative (optimal output) efficiency. In turn,
technical and allocative efficiency are essential conditions for competitive markets to achieve
an economically efficient allocation of resources. Of many types of production functions, one
of the most widespread functions has been the Cobb-Douglas production function, after
Charles W. Cobb and Paul H. Douglas, ‘A Theory of Production’ (American Economic Review,
XVl Supplement, 1938, pp. 139-159). While the Cobb-Douglas production function is limited to
a unitary elasticity of substation, it does provide for direct estimates of the optimal
expenditure proportions on production inputs, given a budget constraint and relative input
prices. The econometric equation has thus been reported as the following ‘Charles W. Cobb
and Paul H. Douglas’ functional form of J&K Industrial sector (Table 1).

Table 1: Estimation of Cobb-Douglas Production Function

Factor inputs Coefficients Std. Error t Stat P-value
Intercept 15.44963377 3.100607033 4.982777116 0.0242
Log (K) 1.710106344 0.160789347 10.63569429 0.0110
Log (L) -2.07711193 0.44513731 -4.6662273 0.00013
Z B -0.376
R Square 0.9839
Significantly, Log (Q) = 15.52734 (y) + 1.712018 Log (K) - 2.08626 Log (L) (4)
(4.982)*** (10.635)*** (- 4.666)***
Such that;

log(A) = y (= 15.52734), by taking the anti-log, we get
A = anti-log (15.52734) = 5121715.5, substitute this value in (4) we get

Log (Q) = 5121715.5 + 1.712018 Log (K) — 2.08626 Log (L) (5)
Also, we can write the above equation in the following form
Log (Q) = 5121715.5 + Log (K) 77" + Log (L) >°%**° (6)

Log (Q) = 5121715.5 + Log[ (K)*7"""* (L) %]
Log (Q) = Log (5121715.5) + Log[ (K)"7™"® (L) *****']
Therefore,

Log (Q) = Log[512171.5 (K)1.71zo18 (L)-2.08626]
Hence, the CD production function of Jammu & Kashmir industrial sector is:

O: A (K) 1.712018 (L)-2.08626, Where A= 6512171‘5 (7)

Importantly, the output elasticity (coefficient = &) of capital (1.7120) indicates that keeping the
labour input constant, a one percent (1%) increase in the capital stock leads on the average to
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about 17.12% increase in industrial production level, which implies that there is increasing
returns to capital; but the output elasticity (coefficient =B) of labour (-2.08) indicates that
holding the capital input constant, a one percent (1%) increase in labour force leads on the
average to about 20.86% decrease in the industrial output level which signifies that there is a
decreasing return to scale to labour which may be because of the inefficiency and more
‘marginal propensity to leisure than to work’ of the labour force employed. However, such as a
labour force is called redundant labourers as their marginal physical productivity is rather
negative, and on the other side, various industrial units have got a setback and became sick
due to the insurgency, financial crunch and persistent power crisis, which squeezed the space
for further employment for indigenous labour. However, considering the economies of scale,
the output elasticities of labour and capital i.e., 1.712 + (-2.08) = - 0.368 is less than unity, which
signifies that industrial sector of J&K exhibits ‘decreasing return to scale’ which is a serious
indication of economic volatility crisis, could trouble the State on the production front as well
as on the employment side in the years to come. From a statistical viewpoint, the estimated
model fits the data quite well, because of the value of R Square 0.98 means that about 98% of
the variation in the (log of) industrial output is explained by the (log of) labour and (log of)
capital. The policymakers and government has, therefore, to find an immediate plan to resolve
such State of affairs. Hence, it is safely concluded that industrial sector of the State is not
improving despite changes in industrial policy issues; therefore, need to be viewed and
planned in the broader perspective of macroeconomic policies of the State economy.

Conclusion and Policy Issues

The State continues to be industrially lagging behind region due to the paucity of resources,
treacherous terrain, infrastructural bottlenecks, crippling effects of costly transportation
(particularly for import/export from Kashmir valley & Ladakh) and above all the absence of a
forward-looking entrepreneurial elite, have perpetuated the industrial backwardness of the
state. However, it has been econometrically analyzed that the industrial sector of the state is
over flooded with Labour, an important factor of production whose productivity decreases
with an increase in it. Besides, the energy sector development, a vital source for
industrialization, the state should take care of labour force up-gradation through changes in
labour composition and acceleration of capital formation and take the necessary measures to
utilize cheap and surplus labour in a most efficient way.

The inadequate Industrial infrastructural facilities in the State have remained far from
satisfactory, particularly in the valley of Kashmir which was responsible for the unfavorable
industrial atmosphere in the State. Electric power has been in short supply, railway networking
is almost missing, capital is scarce, some technical skills are not available locally and, above all,
peaceful conditions essential for smooth functioning of industries is still not there in the State.
The State has remained unstable with regard to its peaceful atmosphere right from 1947. The
atmosphere of uncertainty in one form or the other has often been alarming over the State.
The entrepreneurship skills which are highly essential for better utilization of natural bounties
are almost scarce in the State. All these deficiencies in the industrial environment can be
improved upon without any difficulty which calls for both political and administrative will.
Power supply, technical skill base, and entrepreneurship are expected to get better in the
years to come. While the number of jobless educated youths is fast increasing, providing
entrepreneurship skills is an immediate solution, This gives us a hope that with the

Kashmir Journal of Social Sciences 54



Industrial Sector of J&K Wani, Mir, & Akhter

establishment of small scale industries network, the industrial sector of the State will move
forward which in turn would benefit the people of the State in multiple ways.

References & Notes

1.

10.

Such as high cost-mountain economy, vulnerable to external shocks, natural catastrophes, and
scantiness in public and private sectors that cause high volatility in its growth, poor infrastructure,
sparse population density, etc.

Arisized from low economic activities leading to low employment opportunities and subsequently
resulting in a low-income generation

Sans with railheads, the state is landlocked and is away from the access of world markets, therefore,
high transport costs make it harder to compensate for the drawbacks of its domestic market.

Being the seismic zone, the state is characterized by natural catastrophes like earthquakes,
droughts, floods, and famines which ghastly affect the states resource base, which led the vibration
of negative shocks on the poor section, is the main cause of chronic poverty and famine in the valley
way back. The deluge of 2014 and earthquake of 2005 badly affected all sectors and sections, but the
worst victims of the deluge were the poor section of society.

Scanty of public and private sector given limited institutional capacity to participate in economic
activities with the lack of diversification and domestic competition in both the sectors, make the
state economy vulnerable, mainly creates the income volatility and limited diversification; and in
addition to affects the access to external capital.

Given the landlockedness with divergent mountainous landscape and climates, left the state
arduous and expensive due to the given nature of Ladakh, Jammu &Kashmir. However, the state is
cut off from the rest of the world, because of having only one volatile highway which remains often
disrupted due to landslides and one railhead of 345 km long from Kashmir to railhead networks of
India which is yet to complete. However, it has been estimated that 15% of the agricultural produce is
lost between farm gate and the consumer because of poor roads and inappropriate storage facilities
alone, adversely influencing the income of the farmers (World Bank Study, 1997).

Suffering adverse law and order situation from last few decades which hampered the size and
nature of development scenario of the state

There are a few metallic minerals found in the State. Though at present the state is producing very
little metallic minerals, there are shreds of evidence which prove that gold and copper have been
mined in the Ladakh and Kashmir divisions respectively since the medieval period. The occurrence of
metallic minerals in the state is in isolated tracts and in many cases their exploitation is uneconomic.
A brief description of some of the metallic minerals found in the state are: Iron-ore, Gold, Copper,
Lead, Bauxite, Chromite Zinc, Sapphire, Ruby, Tourmalines, Bentonite Kaolinite (China Clay), Borax,
Gypsum, Magnesite, Sulphur, Limestone, Slates and phyllites, Mineral Paints, Sand and Bajri etc..
State Industrial Profile of Jammu & Kashmir, Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprise (MSME).
(2017). Government of India.

Although the number of Small Scale Industrial units in the State has gone up. There are cases of
sickness of units with some of them having become non-functional and others simply untraceable
due to a number of reasons like financial crunch, law and order problem, a marketing problem, non-
availability of raw material and migration.
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Representations of Kashmir in Bollywood Films: Territory, Stereotype, and Globalisation
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Abstract

The paper is an attempt to explore representations of Kashmir in Bollywood films which are not directly
based infon Kashmir, but where connections to the place become an important part of the larger film
storyline; examples include films like 7 Khoon Maaf (2011), Mausam (2011)... Jab Tak Hai Jaan (2012), etc. The
aim of such an exploration is to identify dominant representations and to understand the associated politics
of representation. Following this, we observe that representations of Kashmir continue to operate through a
complex interplay of positionings of desire, stereotype, and violence. However, such representations
increasingly exist alongside frames of globalization in these Bollywood films.

Keywords: Bollywood, Kashmir, Stereotype, Globalisation

Introduction

Kashmir, its locales as well as the political context, have seen prominent engagements with
Bollywood. Some examples of movies filmed in Kashmir include Kashmir ki Kali (1964), Kabhi
Kabhi (1976), Noorie (1979), Roja (1992), Mission Kashmir (2000), Haider (2014), Raazi (2018), etc.
It is not possible to list all the movies here, due to the sheer number and the continued interest
infon Kashmir across the years, so much so that such films have come to constitute a category
of the ‘Kashmir film’. Within the spread and the trajectory of these Kashmir films, we observe a
profound complexity of portrayals, and a sustained academic focus to explore the same. Some
of the prominent themes identified include; the 1960s and 70s moment of the identification
and eroticization of the pleasure landscape, the association with desire and urban modernity,
and the erasure of the Kashmiri political (Kabir, 2005), to the 1990s frames of overt nationalist
locating of the Muslim ‘other’ in Kashmir and the associated violence (Bharucha, 1994; Kabir,
2010; Niranjana, 1994), to post 2010 where some films foreground elements of Kashmiri
experience of the political and the armed contexts (Sarkar, 2016; Young, 2018). Placed within
this trajectory, it is important to note that these representations are not exclusive to the time
specified or generations, and there may often be simultaneity and incorporation.

The focus of academic discussion and debate on these themes, ranging from a desire to war,
has largely been confined to the Kashmir films, where the narratological emphasis is onfin
Kashmir. Alongside these, we observe that there are a number of films where the narrative, as
well as the cinematic, is not based infon Kashmir, but where Kashmir or a Kashmiri character
forms a smaller but important element of the film narrative. Here, the scope for identifying,
locating and analyzing representations is limited as compared to the Kashmir film and its
politics. However, within such films, the scope for locating connections, of the Kashmir
narrative element with other Bollywood representations/themes may appear more
prominently. Examples of such films include 7 Khoon Mauf (Screwvala, Bhardwaj & Bhardwaj,
2011), Mausam (Mantena, Talwar & Kapur, 2011), Rockstar (Mehta & Ali, 2011), Jab Tak Hai Jaan
(Chopra & Chopra, 2012), Once Upon a Time in Mumbai Dobara! (Kapoor, Kapoor & Luthria,
2013). Based on these films, the paper is an attempt to analyze the representations of Kashmir
and Kashmiri (s), and we ask questions like; How is Kashmir (i) represented? How do these
representations associate with/connect the Kashmir narrative element with the larger film
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narratives? And How do these representations connect with/inform representations of the
Kashmir films?

Exploring Representations

The films selected are mostly from 2011 to 2013, a period associated with the recentering of
mass civil protest in Kashmir, after a period of relative calm. This period also saw the
emergence of Kashmir as key to news media discourses on TV News Channels in India, the
prominence to events in Kashmir in the Social Media Sphere; but alongside this we also
observed an active attempt by the local state government to attract media producers
including filmmakers to Kashmir to re-position ideas of leisure and tourism (Agencies, 20133;
Agencies, 2013b; NDTV, 2011). Our analysis of the selected film texts is placed in these political
contexts, and these inform the emerging themes and representations, and their analysis.
Placed such, the study is a qualitative textual analysis of narrative elements; there isn’t an
attempt at generalization, and the study contends that there can be multiple as well as
contesting descriptions/interpretations around the textual constructs.

Within the following section, we present interpretative descriptions of the film texts, identify
and study the emerging themes and representations, and then connect the study to the
contemporary scholarship on Kashmir film and Bollywood.

(a) 7 Khoon Mauf

The film, released in 2011, is an adaptation of an Indian short story Susanna’s Seven Husbands by
Ruskin Bond, which was later published as a novella (Bond, 2011). The protagonist in the movie,
Susanna, is in search of true love. Her consecutive marriages fail and she ends up murdering
the husbands, one after the other.

The search also takes her to Kashmir, where she marries Wasiullah Khan, a poet. He woes her
with romantic and Sufi poetry. As the poet recites his Urdu verses, the scene captures the
geography of desire, and juxtaposes it with the local Kashmiri followers of the poet; the
ethnically located bearded men and the women with heads covered. Then, the camera focuses
on the female protagonist, who has morphed into a hijab-clad stereotype of the Muslim
woman. The focus on Muslimness, enforced through Muslim tropes of the Bollywood film, is
not implicit and is foregrounded right at the beginning of entry into Kashmir, which is
mediated through images of the demolition of the Babri Masjid in 1992. Placed in this frame,
we see song sequences in a local university, we see an emphasis on stereotypical Muslimness;
all the male students are wearing a Khan suit and all the women are covered from head to toe.
The element of association of Kashmir with violence is introduced through the change of the
poet into a perpetrator of violence at night. The narration informs us that he does not feel his
masculinity until he does violence to the woman, a remarkable juxtaposition of violence,
sexuality, and desire. Susanna hides her scars through clothing and make-up. This imagery co-
exists with the scenes of Kashmiri male mobs throwing stones, the screen puts us on the side
which is under attack from these mobs.

Then, we observe the moment of break where Susanna realizes that she can’t tolerate the
violence any longer. Like her other husbands, she kills him, putting him into a grave of snow.
The veil has been overthrown, the sadist finished off. The images of the violent poet, the
violent Kashmiri male, and the violent Islam converge, in the backdrops of the exquisite
beauty.
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(b) Mausam

The male protagonist, Harry — an Indian air force pilot, is on a journey through many time
periods and takes us throughout the world. In the movie, he romances a Kashmiri girl, Aayat.
Their romance starts from the plains of Punjab. The girl’s family is on the run because they are
targets for the militants in Kashmir. In one scene, we see the militants firing on a group of
innocent people who have done no harm to anyone, positioning of a normalized location for
the Kashmir insurgent, who is associated as a perpetrator of mindless violence. In contrast to
this, Harry is an Indian armed force pilot who fights for the nation in the Kargil war. During a
mission, he is injured and his arm is paralyzed in the process, the moment of association of the
‘hero’ with sacrifice for the collective national victory.

Aayat, the Kashmiri woman, keeps meeting Harry in a destiny hide and seek, in various
locations in India and across the world. At one point, we even see a ‘Kashmir Home’ in
Scotland, selling Kashmiri handicrafts. The paths of the main protagonists cross many times
during periods of war, misunderstandings, and religious conflicts. When it moves away from
Kashmir into India, Hindu-Muslim communal violence forms a strong backdrop for the movie.
Through this movement between from Kashmir into other places in India, and across the
world, we see connections with the new global Indianness of the Bollywood film. This back
and forth between the images of India, Kashmir, and the Global, comes across strongly in two
other movies Rockstar (2011) and Jab Tak Hai Jaan (2012).

(c) Rockstar

Rockstar (2011) depicts a metamorphosis of the male protagonist, from Janardhan to Jordan-a
rockstar. To get the pain of heartbreak, he goes to woo a Kashmiri girl who is locally famous
for the same and ends up becoming a friend. He follows her to Kashmir to attend her wedding.
We observe a prominent imposing of North-Indian wedding tropes on Kashmiri weddings, a
scene also seen prominently in other Bollywood movies like Raazi (2018); an imposing of a
popular wedding frame from the Bollywood film into the imagining of Kashmir. In the part
based in Kashmir, some scenes and song sequences from the Kashmir films of the 60s are re-
attempted marking not just a revisiting of the Kashmir films but establishing continuity with
the present. The racialized Kashmiris, in their traditional cultural attire and the beautiful
landscapes, are interspersed throughout the setting.

The Kashmiri confused heroine, soon realizes that she has feelings for the Janardhan whom
she starts calling Jordan. The musical journey of Jordan starts from here and so does the criss-
cross global trail. The confused or suffering Kashmiri girl is also central to many of these plots,
where the saviour or the catharsis is often larger than life hero from North India.

(d) Once Upon a Time in Mumbai Dobara

Once Upon a Time in Mumbai Dobadra (2013) takes the embodiment of the Kashmiri female lead
character to an absurd level. We are informed, all of a sudden in the movie, that the female
lead, Jasmine, is a Kashmiri woman. She becomes the prized ‘possession’ of both the lead male
gangster characters.

A confused woman is brought to the fore, who has come all the way from Kashmir, to become
a Bollywood heroine, a part of the galaxy of stars. She ends up becoming a cause of a desire,
and this leads to a larger gang war; an imposition of Kashmir on a narrative of a love triangle
juxtaposed on the Bombay Gangster frame. The imposition of a Kashmiri tinge to the popular
imaginations of the Bollywood gangster movie, the Don and the mafia wars is accomplished.
The representations of the Kashmiri woman, of her movement out of Kashmir, to Punjab,
Delhi, Mumbai and within the Global, is a notable addition to representations which placed her
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location as synonymous with the territory and desire of Kashmir. The beautiful woman has left
the area of the problem and now occupies the new settings in India and in its global
connections.

(e) Jab Tak Hai Jaan

In the movie, the role of the lead superstar is inspired from the Hollywood movie Hurt Locker
(2008), and we see a daredevil bomb disposal squad army man - played by Shahrukh Khan,
one of the most popular Bollywood film actors. The stretched plot again takes us on a journey
to England and back, amid the imposed emotional drama, and then for closure in Kashmir. The
glamorized hero, deeply placed in the intersections between the imagery of a soldier fighting
for the nation and the modernity, drives on a motorcycle through the beautiful terrain, filling it
with a new middle-class desire associated to globalized notions of status as well as leisure. But
there is no Kashmiri lead character here. However, the movie does have a Pakistani character,
as the protagonist’s friend in London.

The Kashmir portrayed here is for a very wide audience, which is not limited to territorial India.
The jumps from Kashmir, to India and to the global, is presented as an everyday normal and as
something which traverses any idea of distance. This Kashmir is no longer just a war, but a
location for interpellation of ideas of nation, new notions of middle-classness and a larger
canvas of global Indianness. Within this frame, we also see moving from ideas of the hero
soldier deeply connected to a sense of a rural India to a new urbanity of modern urban India.

Discussion

On all these storylines, the Kashmir section in the selected films is placed within the
interconnectedness of Indian and the global, tradition and the modern, and nation and new
transnational notions of territory and mobility. This acts to re-position Kashmir and its
representations in the new global Indian modern; Kashmir becomes one of the nodes of this
modernity, as it is placed within larger intersecting plots, frames and imageries. Within these
texts, the references and representations of Kashmir operate free of the larger nuance and
detail of the Kashmir film, and as such we observe normalized surface level stereotypical
snapshot understandings; of women in terms of desire and uncertainty, of territory in terms of
continuity with the geography of leisure as well as violence, and of the Kashmiri between
fetish of the ethnic cultural to the Muslimness of the ‘other’.

Such representations, with greater detail and emphasis, are well identified for the Kashmir
film. Kabir talks of a new Indian modernity vis-a-vis positioning of Kashmir through movies like
Junglee (1961), Kashmir Ki Kali (1964)...Aarzoo (1965), and notes the processes through which
Kashmir films invoke a national audience by positioning Kashmir as a ‘favoured space for
enacting romance, escapism, and preoccupations with lineage and identity signalled by a
laundry list of fantastic complications... These convolutions, unfolded between the Valley and
the metropolises of Bombay, Delhi, and Calcutta, complexly implicate it within the expression
of a totalizing, modern, urban-centered Indian subjectivity’ (Kabir, 2005, p. 85).

The ‘New’ Kashmir films after the 1990s are predicted to representations in frames of
nationalism, violence, and terror. Various film texts, with a particular emphasis on Roja (1992),
are read in terms of increased religious foregrounding of the new ‘national’ middle class in
India, and in its exclusion of Muslims, and for manufacturing consent for violence for the
nation in Kashmir (Bharucha, 1994; Niranjana, 1994). These movies, also extend connections to
the global, as the emphasis on the Kashmiri Muslimness merges the local with the global
contextualization of Islam, ‘where undesirable Kashmiri Muslims may be jettisoned, and the
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national body thereby cleansed’ (Kabir, 2010, p. 384). These understandings are contested and
complexified in Bollywood films like Haider (2013) where the film “offers a glimpse into the
imagined daily lives of Kashmiri communities...the film invites us to bear witness to the
traumatic effects of a long history of struggle over sovereignty and self-determination...the
film allows its audience to see the outrage of unchecked militarism and to feel with those who
suffer the excesses and betrayals” (Young, 2018, p. 386).

Placed within these understandings, in the selected film texts where Kashmir only enters as
one of the parts of the larger film narrative, the beautiful landscape, and the ethnicized folk
are back in the picture, alongside the violence. Packaged in continuity, with the Kashmir film as
well as the ‘new’ Kashmir film, the locale is now of a return to cherished old memories,
through which the idea of the heaven can be framed again, alongside new modern
sensitivities. This can be not only be read as the positioning of new middle-class subjectivity
but one where there is borrowing as well as re-articulation from not only the memory of the
old middle-class modernity of the 60s but also of negotiation with a network of globalized
positionings in/for diasporic understandings.

To the aspirants of that new Indian modernity vis-a-vis the Bollywood film which traverses
global distances/borders/markets (Mehta & Pandharipande, 2011; Schaefer & Karan, 2013),
Kashmir is packaged and sand-witched between the various poles of their aspiration, be it
London, New York, Prague, Mumbai or New-Delhi. Kashmir becomes important again, as a
territory visible again, in a neo-national imaginary which is situated alongside the imagery of
the global.

Conclusion

Our exploration into the representation of Kashmir in Bollywood was limited, as we only
attempted to cover a few films where Kashmir is a small part of the larger film narrative.
Within this exploration, we observed that representations of Kashmir (i) continue to operate
through a complex interplay of positionings of desire, stereotype, and violence, but
increasingly co-exist alongside frames of globalization and negotiation between tradition and
modernity. Placed within these positionings, the limited Kashmir engagement may also appear
to rather profoundly depoliticize the context or present generalized stereotypical
understandings, yet we do not see these films as a replacement of the Kashmir film, but rather
as the increasing prominence to Kashmir on screen. Within these selected film texts, we see
negotiations with the larger frames of the Kashmir films, as well as the plots and themes of the
contemporary Bollywood film, its associated consumer culture, its hybridity and its
transformational interaction with transnational and diasporic audiences.
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Abstract

Arguably, inter-textual reading and comparison is not a freestanding exercise. Nevertheless, it is important
to do so to arrive at ideological and philosophical commitments of the philosophers and theorists. The
language used by the theorists is to be read against the grain of their own thought for the usage of same
words can be a mere coincidence. Meaning of such terms may differ, of course. In this paper, two writings on
public policy by Herbert Simon and M. K. Gandhi have been selected primarily on the reasons that they
provide a descriptive analysis of the policy making and are also prescriptive in nature. Both acknowledge
limit in rationality, but offer us distinct programmes of public policy. This paper intends to discursively
examine the peculiarity of prescriptions despite broader agreements that thinkers share. It is argued here
that while both acknowledge that ‘rationality’ has a limit, but, the subsequent positions the two thinkers
take are radically different. This pervasive and profound differentiation takes us to two different systems of
governance based on two different epistemological foundations of rationality. Consequently, we witness
different ontologies in these two thinkers. Using a theoretico-deductive approach, this interrogation
suggests that Simon suffers from Cartesian mind-body dichotomy, approaches mechanically and considers
the individual divisible. To Gandhi, Individual is simply monadic and indivisible and so is society. Gandhi’s
cosmos is ‘heart’, therefore, ‘spiritual’. Simon’s satisficing model is a particular ontological position that
takes individual as “satisfaction-seeker” aided with limited rationality to secure appropriate goals.
Contrarily, Gandhi’s universe is vast connected inherently. Sensitive to simultaneous heterogeneity, Gandhi’s
Constructive Programme is primarily founded on flexibility.

Keywords: Rationality, Individual, Public Policy, Satisficing, Spiritual

‘So act that you use humanity, whether in your own person or in the person of any other,
always at the same time as an end, never merely as a means’ - (Kant, 1797 & 1997)

Introduction

The intertextual reading and comparison brings forth the ideological and philosophical
commitments of the respective authors and the possible implications in formulating a public
policy when it is purposely written for it. The usage of same words and terms could possibly be
a mere coincidence without being having a substantial agreement on ‘intended’ meaning or
telos in sight. There are certain common parallels for both the Papers provide a descriptive
analysis and prescriptive programmes; are contextual and have a common (larger) context;
acknowledge bounded rationality but take entirely different positions on certain fundamental
principles. What we are interested in here is to see how [not why] “agreements” on certain
basic things sprout different courses of actions and how this mediation occurs in the theorists
at the theoretical levels and what is the plausible interrogation path.

The initial idea was to read Gandhi’s Constructive Programme in light of Simon’s Theory of
Bounded Rationality and to explore how ‘bounded rationality’ is at work in Gandhi’s
Constructive Programme. It was primarily a targeted study to see how far public policy
documents acknowledge the natural, situational and environmental limitations or, more
precisely, Is Constructive Programme ‘rationally constrained’ and how Gandhi envisions future
of India acknowledging limitations whether natural, social or political? While this was being
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sought, a second thought struck that why not to check the ‘theory of bounded rationality’
itself by reading Herbert Simon through Gandhi and explore the nature of ‘rationality’ Herbert
Simon champions and to look for the moral and philosophical implications of ‘bounded
rationality’. While both acknowledge that ‘rationality’ has a limit, but, the subsequent positions
the two thinkers take are radically different. This pervasive and profound differentiation takes
us to two different systems of governance based on two different epistemological
foundations of rationality and radically different ontologies, thus, surface.

The present comparative study is, therefore, driven by the objectives of interrogating the
concepts and theoretical positions of Simon and Gandhi (in these two write ups) in their
ontological positions, epistemological foundations and teleological concerns. We shall invoke
the philosophical-deductive approach to look into the nature of the concepts, theories and
policy formulations on the planes of teleology and deontology. Since the study is confined to
these two write ups only, therefore, we acknowledge a limitation of restricting our arguments
and findings to them leaving aside the vast literature available both authored by (and about)
them. And, instead of evaluating the merits or demerits of the policies by analyzing the
‘relevance’, or otherwise, of these two papers for ‘effective’ public policy, we ‘restrict’ the
study to the theoretical formulations and their foundations.

Ontological Positions

Ontology, the science of “being qua being”, gained a concerted attention in Aristotle’s
Metaphysics (Ross, 1953). Ontological positions are the final conclusive position that a writer or
a theorist sits in defining/ describing the nature of reality by ‘identifying all its essential
categories and setting forth the relations among them” (Campbell 2006, p.21). It becomes
more the important in comparing the two writers to get to the essence of their thought, but
the tragic part is that it is as difficult as it is important.

Gandhi and Simon have two distinct ontological positions which emerge from their
epistemological stands vis-a-vis “what-the-world-contains” for them [which is discussed at
some length in the section following]. Simon suffers from Cartesian mind-body dichotomy,
approaches mechanically and considers the individual divisible as to him individual has a
“significant organizational system” enough to concern itself as an organization possessing
dichotomies within. His satisficing model is a particular ontological position that takes man as
“satisfaction-seeker” aided with the “style of behavior that is appropriate to the achievement
of given goals” (Simon 1972, p.161) which is “limited” within and without. There are external
environmental constraints like “lack of information”, “uncertainty”, “risk” etc. and internal
constraints of “information processing capacities of the actor” (Simon 1972, p.162). Simon
acknowledges three sets of limitations in making and executing a strategy namely, first,
Uncertainty about Consequences, second, Incomplete Information, and finally, Complexity
(within and without) (Simon 1972, pp.162-69). Simon confines his being qua being to
‘mechanical’ world only while the bounded rationality entails a moral obligation to Gandhi.
While Simon approaches morality mechanically, Gandhi is spiritual.

To Gandbhi, Individual is simply, in the words of Leibniz, monadic and indivisible and so is society
(Leibniz, 1712 & 1898). He scheme of not arranging elements of his intended programme “in
any order, certainly not in the order of their importance” (Gandhi 1945, p.3) is an ontological
position he intends for his entire Programme. Communal Unity, which happens to be the first
action followed by Removal of Untouchability, is an “emotional” and “spiritual” unity between
the communities rather a superficial political unity. He does not suggest any predetermined
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‘order’. Thus, acknowledging heterogeneity of needs influenced by the socio-historical and
other contexts, Gandhi prescribes flexibility in conceptualizing Public Policy. Rather imposing a
mechanical political unity, Gandhi strongly believes that communal unity is “an unbreakable
heart unity” whose “natural fruit” is political unity. Calling his Programme, “more fittingly”,
“construction of Poorna Swaraj or complete Independence by truthful and non-violent means”
Gandhi, unlike Simon’s Satisficing Model (see Utilitarian Paradigm in this Paper), aims at
“independence of every unit, be it the humblest of the nation” and “perfect equality” of all.
The inclusion of Lepers in Constructive Programme and recognition of Cow clearly bear out
“what-world-contains” for Gandhi and how simple is to reconstruct the, using again Leibniz’s
phrase, pre-established harmony.

Epistemological Stands: Teleological vs. Deontological

Micheal Sandel in his Justice—What is the Right Thing to Do (2009) makes a mention of a British
Case Queen v. Dudley and Stephens (1884) wherein the accused killed a cabin boy to quench the
eight days hunger and four days of minimal food. The three member crew debated whether to
kill the ailing boy on his maiden voyage, with a single opposition the majority of two (Dudley
and Stephens) won for the ‘human flesh’ and slaughtered the boy. Only next day, they found a
ship to carry them home (Sandel 2009, pp.33-35). Thomas Nagel poses a similarly perplexing
question whether we can kill an innocent person for his body organs are “required” to save
“the life of five persons” that are in want of transplantation (Nagel 2006, p.387). Questions
like these, how authors reach to a particular ontological position, whether we segregate
rationality and morality, or take them as a complex whole contesting within, or simple unified
harmonious whole are all epistemological enquiries which can be sought through theories of
teleology and deontology. Teleological or consequentialist Theories ‘hold that whether actions
are right or wrong; persons or their features are good or bad; and policies practices and
institutions are justified or unjustified, is solely or crucially based on the value of the
consequences or, in ordinary terms, the happiness of felicity they bring about or lead to’. In
contrast, Deontological theories are not based on theories of values of consequences, but ‘on
the features that such things are actions, persons, practices, institutions and traits have an
utmost significance apart from the value of their consequences’ (for details see, Lannone 2001,
pPP-194-199). These are non-consequentialist theories. The preconception of a particular
conception of a life or foundation of a thought or theory can be explored through study of
episteme of the theories. In our case, both the writers are teleological but with substantial
differences as Herbert Simon is Utilitarian-teleological whereas Gandhi is Aristotelian for his
emphasis on virtues of truth, goodness, tolerance and empathy. Gandhi is fundamentally
deontologist whereas Simon does not qualify to be called so.

The very definition and nature of rationality, to Simon, is consequence driven for it is “the style
of behavior” “appropriate to the achievement of a given goals” (Simon 1972, p.161). He applies
comparative rather transcendental to calculate the consequences or, more precisely, benefits
to judge or value a particular action of the agent. His fascination for the theory of firm which
provides “a useful standard for comparing and differentiating theories of rationality” (Simon
1972, p.161), ambition of the manager to “maximize the profit”, comparing “aspiration levels”
and his final model of satisficing are clear reflections of his teleological stand which is deeply
utilitarian. Gandhi follows a different path of teleology which is virtuous, truthful, non-violent
and inclusive. His purpose is not utilitarian but articulated in universals of virtues and goodness.
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Not only he articulates the telos but puts them in action in Constructive Programme. But he is
deontologist as well which is so rare in the philosophic traditions.

Gandhi is extremely interested in the fair means without any regard to the achievement of the
ends. Civil Disobedience “can be offered without regard to the effect, though aimed at
particular wrong or evil, by the way of self-immolation in order to rouse local consciousness or
conscience” (Gandhi 1945, p.28). It is by the “god’s grace or a stroke of good luck” end may be
achieved. To him, while as “construction of independence so-called through violent, and
therefore, necessarily untruthful means” cannot lead to complete independence including
perfect equality, the Poorna Swaraj means complete independence of “every unit” though
truth and non-violence. Violence leaves serious implications on the achievement of ideals like
equity, justice and equality. To Gandhi, “perfect equality, economic or otherwise, is
inconceivable” in violence-driven struggle for independence (Gandhi 1945, p.5). Reading the
following brief line sounds it all: “Think of purest thoughts and banish all idle and impure
thoughts” (Gandhi 1945, p.18).

Utilitarian Paradigms
One of the most influential paradigms of ‘good’ life based on the ‘moral’ principles of summum
bonum (maximum good) emerged from Jeremy Bentham’s (1748-1832) utilitarian philosophy.
Despite all the weaknesses and profound criticism against utilitarianism since its vigorous
launch through Bentham, it still exerts a powerful influence on the public policy process.
Utilitarianism, Bentham holds, has a moral sanction for the highest principle of morality “is to
maximize happiness” and “avoid pain” which can be arithmetically measured, or what is called
felicific calculus, by putting together various factors like subjective intensity, duration,
probability of its happening, its nearness or remoteness from an agent in time its effect in
producing yet further pleasures. To him, human beings are naturally hedonists for the two
“sovereign masters”, pain and pleasure, motivate us for “what we ought to do, as well as to
[sic.] determine what shall we do...govern[ing] us in all we do, in all we say, in all we think”
and importantly provide us “the standard of right and wrong” (Bentham 1789 & 1970, p.11).
Herbert Simon’s theory of Bounded Rationality is solely influenced by the utilitarian model of
governance. While he refers to the classical theory of firm where he maintains that the given
objective in the theory of the firm “is to maximize profits” (Simon 1972, p.162), he later on
accommodates this principle in his model of satisficing. The introduction of the conditions like
‘risk’, ‘uncertainty’, ‘incomplete information’ and ‘complexity’ that underline the limitations in
fully rational decision of “maximizing” the results or benefits take us to very fundamental
practice of utilitarianism, cost-benefit analysis. In a second example he sets a task to an actor
“to find the alternative that maximizes his expected profit net of the search cost” (Simon 1972,
p.164). Even if given goals of “maximization of profits” are modified by altering not only
conditions and constraints but by moderating the goal itself to “minimum satisfactory” level,
the utilitarian paradigm is still a “sovereign master” of Simon. Referring to the practices of
bounded rationality in Chess, Simon remarks:

It does not matter being 5 points down if you can capture the opponent’s Queen on

the next move without further reprisals (1972, p.168).
These examples of practices of bounded rationality in firms, companies, chess and architecture
lead him to conceptualize his theory of bounded rationality which he characterizes as
“satisficing”—a model which is ‘satisfactory’ as well as ‘sufficient’. To him, ‘satisficing’
approach settles “for a satisfactory, rather than an approximate-best, decision” [emphasis
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added] (Simon 1972, p.168). Elaborating on the practical application of satisficing model Simon
lays down two ways:
First, the values of alternatives must be measured in units comparable with the units
for measuring search cost, in order to permit the comparison at margins. Second, the
marginal productivity of search...must be estimated on some basis or other (1972,
p.170).
Simon makes a ground for his satisficing model on the basis of ‘practicality’ and in its contrast
to optimal model. For being impractical in “real-world” situations he prefers satisficing to
optimal approach though the latter is always satisficing; the converse may not be true.
Utilitarian desirability of “given goals” and decidability of “satisficing” results is, thus, deeply at
work in Simon’s bounded rationality.
Gandhi who holds individual dignity, truth, non-violence and Complete Independence of all
paramount, surprisingly joins ‘utilitarianism’ “against-the-grain” of his text in Constructive
Programme. The whole text can be read in isolation of utilitarian philosophy except at one
place where Gandhi comes to the “parliamentary procedure”. He affirms:
And Parliamentary procedure is good only when its members are willing to conform to
the will of majority. In other words, it is fairly effective only among compatibles
[emphasis added] (Gandhi 1945, 7).
The placement of the word “only” in both the “statements” goes against the philosophical
and ideological stand of the entire text. Parliamentary procedure being “fairly effective only
among compatibles” without a specific insertion of the word “all” does not sit well with his
inclusive Purna Swaraj (complete independence). We must not lose sight of the (textual) fact
that Gandhi in his entire Constructive Programme is not motivated by the foundational
perspectives of pain and pleasure and their utility in seeking the “public good”, though, only in
its practices of pursuing political practices in “greatest number”. We are of this opinion that
Gandhi qualifies to be called ‘utilitarian’ in so far as the “only’ “good” “fairly effective” “will of
majority” “among the compatibles” in parliament functioning is concerned. This does not
arrest the marginalization and suppression of depressed sections of society to which he is
otherwise deeply concerned in his Constructive Programme. The ‘inviolability’ of individual or
community rights is incompatible with the totalitarianism which is implicit in the will of
majority.
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Abstract

Occupation along with income, education, gender, race, environment, culture are some of the determinants
for potential social mobility. The state government of Jammu and Kashmir have implemented several
welfare programmes for the socio-economic development of the Scheduled tribe communities. The key
objective of these programmes was to facilitate the faster socio-economic development of scheduled tribes,
who are deprived of them. The findings of the study depict that in Dard (Shin) dominated area, every village
settlement has government and private school. However, it was found that Dard people were educationally
backward despite being aware that education was essential for life, the reasons being other than
educational means. The occupational structure of Dard tribe is organized mainly agriculture, government
services, and paid labour. The occupational pattern of Dards exhibits similarity with other Schedule tribes of
the country. Based on a sample of 300 respondents selected from thrust areas of Dard tribe from Jammu,
Kashmir and Ladakh region, the study explains the nature and trends of educational and occupational
mobility in Dard tribe of Kashmir. A multi-stage sampling technique was used to collect information from
Dard respondents. For the present study, a descriptive research design was used. The paper provides useful
insights into the nature and trends of educational and occupational mobility in Dard tribe, and in analyzing
the reasons for educational and occupational backwardness in Dard.

Keywords: Educational mobility, occupational mobility, developmental policies, Dard Tribe, Kashmir

Introduction

Tribes are usually educationally and economically backward and has been discriminated in the
past. Dards of Jammu and Kashmir are markedly underdeveloped as compared to the non-
tribal or other groups of people. Their livelihood is based on primitive agriculture, a subsistent
economy based on low level of technology. Their socio-economic structure is generally
dictated by forest produce and agriculture etc. The absence of technological aids is another
structural feature of their economy.

It has often been found that specific ethnic groups (in the developing and developed
countries) are excluded from the process of capability formation and income-earning
opportunities due to various forms of discrimination. This exclusion and backwardness
transcends the boundary of the current generation and spills over to successive generations as
well (Ray & Majumder, 2010).There is a vast sociological literature on the transmission of
economic disadvantage from generation to generation, and especially on the degree of
mobility in education and occupational status (Bjorklund & Jantti 2000; Erikson & Goldthorpe
1992; Goldthorpe 1980; Halsey, Heath & Ridge, 1980) offer an interesting review of the existing
sociological literature, which measures mobility in class and status, and its links to the
economic literature, which measures mobility in earnings and income (Ray & Majumder, 2010).
The disparities are quite high and varied across states. Consistently decent upward educational
mobility has been observed among the STs in states like Kerala, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Daman and Lakshadweep during both 1993 and 2004. In Tamil Nadu, Punjab, and
Assam, the situation for STs improved during this period. The percentage figures of ST children
who have higher educational levels as compared to those of their parents fluctuated 10 very
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strangely in Haryana (77 percent in 1993 to 18 per cent in 2004) and a large improvement has
been noticed in states like Bihar, J & K, Sikkim, Dadra, and Himachal Pradesh (HP). The upward
educational mobility figure for the STs remain meager in states like MP, AP, Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Orissa and Goa, most of which have a substantial ST population (Ray &
Majumder, 2010).

Occupation along with income, education, gender, race, environment, culture, etc is some of
the determinants for potential social mobility. There are two types of occupational mobility,
horizontal and vertical. Horizontal mobility refers to a change of occupational position or role
of an individual or a group without involving any change in its position in the social hierarchy.
On the contrary, vertical mobility refers essentially to changes in the position of an individual
or a group along the social hierarchy (Chakravarty, 2013). Sociologists analyze distinguish
vertical mobility in between how far an individual is mobile in his or her career, and how much
his/her position differs from that of his parents (Giddens, 1997 as cited in Chakravarty, 2013).

Development policies and programmes for the scheduled tribe of Jammu and Kashmir

The state government of Jammu and Kashmir implements several welfare programmes for the
socio-economic development of the Scheduled tribe communities. The key objective of these
programmes is to facilitate the faster socio-economic development of scheduled tribes, who
are deprived of them. Support measures particularly on their education are directed to end
their social seclusion and economic deprivation and speed up the process of integrating them
with the larger society. In J&K these comprise schemes for educational development,
economic development and social development and provision of basic amenities like drinking
water and healthcare. The Department of Social Justice, Empowerment and Welfare is a nodal
agency which looks after the affairs of tribal in Jammu and Kashmir (Amjed, 2013).

i) Inits consistent efforts towards achieving overall prosperity and development of Tribal
people residing in different parts of the State, the government created a separate
directorate of tribal affairs in the month of July 2008. The main objective of creation of
this directorate is to give an integrated and focused approach for the development of
the marginalized section of the society “The Scheduled tribe” which lags behind in all
the shades of their life because of the historical, territorial and even natural factors.

ii) The Directorate of Tribal Affairs has been created for the implementation of welfare and
development schemes related to the scheduled tribe community in an integrated and
planned manner. The Directorate of tribal affairs strives to uplift the standard of living of
Scheduled Tribes in the State. Following are the important areas of operation of this
directorate.

iii) Design and development programmes that will appropriately address the concerns of
the Scheduled Tribes in the country. Attempt to establish, jointly with every State
government as well as on its own, mechanisms to introduce efficiency in the
implementation of these programmes. Establish effective monitoring systems that will
enable proper midcourse correction wherever necessary.

iv) Conduct periodic evaluation of schemes and programmes and consider and apply the
recommendation for bringing about programme improvement.

The tribal development schemes which were hitherto implemented by the Directorate of social
welfare are now being implemented by the Directorate of tribal affairs J&K. A brief
introduction of such schemes is as under:-
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a) All matters connected with the welfare of STs, economic betterment schemes,
educational development schemes, facilities for vocational training and voluntary
organizations connected with the welfare of STs.

b) Pre-Matric scholarship scheme for ST/SC.

¢) Post-Matric scholarship scheme for ST/SC.

d) Up-gradation of merit Scholarship for ST/SC students.

e) Construction of hostels for ST Boys/Girls.

f)  Tribal sub-plan for STs.

g) Monitoring and evaluation of schemes for STs.

h) Implementation of ST Prevention of Atrocities Act, 1989 (Directorate of Tribal affair,
2017).

Tribal sub-plan (TSP): The TSP as a strategy for tribal development was evolved in the fifth five-
year plan (1974-79) on the recommendation of an expert committee headed by Prof. S.C.
Dube. The committee was constituted by the ministry of education and social Welfare in 1972.
The TSP covers all scheduled areas and Tehsils/Block, with more than 60 percent tribal
population. The two main objectives of the TSP are socio-economic development of STs and
protection of tribes against exploitation (Dabla, 2009).

The Salient Features of TSP (Tribal sub-plan):

i) It falls within the ambit of state plan meant for the welfare and development of tribes.
Such a plan is a part of the overall plan of a state and is therefore called sub-plan. The
benefits given to the tribes and tribal areas of a state from the TSP (tribal sub-plan) are
in addition to what percolates from the overall plans of the state.

ii) The sub-plan identifies the resources for TSP (tribal sub-plan) areas; prepare a broad
policy framework for the development; and define a suitable administrative strategy for
its implementation.

iii) The most significant aspect of this strategy is to ensure the flow of funds for TSP (tribal
sub-plan) areas at least in equal proportion to the ST population of the state. The
government of India had decided to make the boundaries of Scheduled areas co-
terminus with TSP areas so that the protective measures available to schedule tribes in
schedule areas could uniformly be applied to TSP areas for implementation of the
development programmes in these areas (Ramaiah, 1998).

Research Design and Methodology

The study has a descriptive research design and describes the sociological profile of the Dard
tribe in a single situation (S1) and a single time period (T1). All the three regions - Jammu,
Kashmir and Ladakh having thrust areas of Dard tribal population were covered in one time
period (i.e., in the year of 2015). The universe of the present study constitutes the Dard tribe
households of Jammu and Kashmir. As per the census 2011, the total population of Dard tribe in
Jammu and Kashmir was 48,440. The male population was 53 percent and female population
47 percent, respectively. The total number of households of Dard was not available as no
information is recorded in censuses of Jammu and Kashmir or other official documented
sources. The study is based on multi-stage sampling. In the first stage, the Dard tribe was
located in all the three regions of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh and three districts with
dominant Dard population were selected - one from each region, i.e., Ramban from Jammu
region, Bandipora from Kashmir region and Kargil from Ladakh region. In the second stage, 3
blocks of Dard tribe were selected i.e. Drass from Kargil district in Ladakh region, Gurez from
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Bandiopra district in Kashmir region and Chanderkote from Ramban District in Jammu region.
In the third stage, it was found that there are 48 villages in total with Dard population in these
blocks (i.e., 28 villages in Gurez block; 20 villages in Drass block; and one village in Chanderkote
block. Later on, it was decided to take 50 percent sample villages giving equal representation
to each block (i.e. 14 villages from Gurez block, 10 villages from Drass block, one village in
Chanderkote block. Finally, 12 households were located randomly from each village i.e.
(25x12=300) which formed the sample of the study. To carry out the study, the techniques of
interview schedule and observation were used to get objective and reliable data.

Hypothesis of the Study

In Dard tribe, significant tribal developmental policies and programmes have been
implemented which could have led to some educational and occupational mobility among
them. However, in spite of these developmental policies and programmes, the people of Dard
tribe have largely remained educationally and occupationally backward.

Obijectives of the Study
a) To trace the development policies and programmes for Dard tribe in Kashmir,
b) To analyze the nature and trends of educational and occupational mobility in Dard tribe,
¢) To explore the reasons for educational and occupational backwardness in Dard tribe.

Results and Analysis

Education mobility in Dard tribe

Education is the basic and fundamental requirement for the progress and development of
overall society (Hussain, Khan& Khan, 2018).Education is a process that develops the
personality and inherent capabilities of a child and socializes to play later on adult roles in
society. It provides the necessary knowledge and skills to an individual to become a
responsible member of society. Education shapes the behaviour transmits the knowledge and
skills from the experienced members to the new member of society. It increases the
efficiencies of the individual and helps him in transmitting the social heritage and culture of
one’s own society. Education helps us to adjust and readjust to one’s social and natural
environment. Imparting of such knowledge and skills may help an individual to earn his
livelihood and to contribute to the pool of the goods and services in the community. The
formal system of education is provided through a system of schools, colleges, and universities
throughout the country. In Dard (Shin) dominated area every village settlement has
government and private schools. The people, in general, are aware that education is essential
for life that is why it is necessary to send younger ones to schools and colleges, etc. The Status
achieved or acquired depends mainly on their attainment of education and amount of wealth
being accumulated. Previously the social set up was such that formal education of males was
taken to be a mark of respect and a means for getting a well-paid job. Formal education of
females was not considered proper, rather it was considered immoral, though basic education
of religion was not banned. With the passing time, restrictions on female education challenged
and later the girl child in every branch of formal, professional and technical, education, besides
completing successfully in other fields. Now, education of both males and females is
considered essential in order to face the world boldly with respect, courage and economic
independence. Since the present study focuses on the educational status of Dard tribe of
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Jammu and Kashmir, an attempt was made to analyze the educational attainment among Dard
and their views about attainment of education:

In response to the question regarding the sending of children to school, Table 1 clearly shows
that out of 300 respondents; 278 respondents (92.67 percent) are sending their children to
school. It has been observed that children are presently pursuing the education in schools.
Further, some of their children are also found studying in colleges and universities pursuing the
academic and professional course within the state and outside the state. The remaining 22
respondents (7.33 percent) were those who have not enrolled their children in any educational
institution. It is due to the fact that out of 22 respondents, 10 respondents (45. 46) percent)
were those whose children were underage. The remaining 12 respondents (54.54 percent) are
dropouts. The study revealed that as compared to past, the present Dard/ Shin tribe in Jammu
and Kashmir give preference to education and there is remarkable educational mobility. The
Dard/Shin have recognized it that though government jobs are not now easily available they
consider attainment of education necessary for mental development and social progress.

Table 1: Respondents attitude towards Education

Theme Response Number | Percentage
Yes 278 92.77
Do you Send your children to school? | No 22 7.23
Total 300 100.00
Government school 187 67.27
Private school 91 32.73
If ‘yes’ to which school? Madrasa 00 00.00
Any other 00 00.00
Total 278 100.00
Do you want to give higher :le: :Zi i;i;
education? .
Total 300 100.00
Poverty 44 31.00
Commercialization/ 80 56.33
If no, reasons privatization )
Large family size 18 12.67
Total 142 100.00
Male 00 00.00
Whom do you want to give higher | Female 00 00.00
education? Both 158 100.00
Total 158 100.00
Does the attainment of education ves 294 98.00
enhance your social status? No 6.00 2:00
Total 300 100.00

Source: Fieldwork carried out in Dard tribal areas of J&K, 2015

Regarding the question of children in government and private schools, Table 1 indicates that
out of 278 families, 187 households (67.27 percent) were those whose children are pursuing
the education in government institutions; Whereas 91 households (32.73 percent) were those
who have admitted their children in private schools. It was found that the former group of
respondents were not able to send their children to private schools because of economic
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stringency. The respondents recognized that there are government schemes and reservation
related to education which attracts them to send their children to school and take benefit of
mid-day meals, free books and uniforms, pre-Matric Scholarships and Post-Matric Scholarship,
etc.

It was further noted that they were ready to provide higher education to their children. Table 1
shows that out of 300 respondents; 158 respondents (52.67) showed a positive attitude
towards the attainment of higher education by their children. Having understood the
importance of education, they don’t want that their children should experience the life as their
parents lived, whereas 142 respondents (47.33 percent) affirmed that they do not provide
higher education to their children because of poverty and low economic status. Similarly, 8o
respondents (56.38 percent) were of the opinion that nowadays education has become
commercialized and privatized and hence it is very hard to provide higher education, whereas
18 (12.74 percent) gave the reason of large family size which it hinders them to provide higher
education to their children. Regarding the question whom do you want to give higher
education, Table 1 reveals that 158 respondents replied that they are in favour of providing a
healthy environment to both boys as well as girls so that they can receive higher education.
They believed that education has become an instrument for living a respectable life in the
society now and it must be provided to both girls and boys. They added that education helps
their children to get enlightened and once they are qualified, they can secure good jobs and a
good match in marriage.

In response to the question of whether education enhances social status, most of the
respondents i.e., 294 (98 percent) argued that education is an important factor in the
enhancement of the social status; out of 294 households 78 respondents (26. 53 percent) said
that education makes them respectful in society; 67 respondents (22.78 percent) said that
education makes them rational beings; 97 respondents (33 percent) revealed that education is
directly proportional to income and it increases their chances of getting a good job; 52
respondents (17.68 percent) said highly qualified people are not looked down upon in the
society. The remaining 6 respondents (2 percent) out of 300 did not agree with the majority
opinion, and for them, it was money rather than education that was considered a status
symbol for them.

Occupational mobility of the Dard tribe

Income is the most basic of all determinants of development. It has been considered as the key
indicator of the development of a nation or people. The mode of lifestyle and the overall
standard of people depends on it. Thus, both the income pattern and the trend in the growth
of income is important for the financial analysis of the people. Increase or decrease in the
income changes the economic activities of people and have the most significant and far-
reaching social implications for a group in particular or a community in general. In the absence
of income, health, education, efficiency and social life of the individuals and the family is
adversely affected. The occupational structure of Dard tribe is organized mainly agriculture,
government services, and paid labour. In this context, the respondents were asked to reveal
their present occupation.

As per Table 2, the occupational pattern of Dards exhibits similarity with other Schedule tribes
of the country. Out of the 300 respondents majority of the respondents, 105 respondents (35
percent) are engaged in the agriculture sector; 35 respondents (11.67 percent) said they run
their own businesses. Similarly, 45 respondents (15 percent) respondents said that they work
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paid labour under the military. Regarding the types of business, Table 2 shows that out of 35
respondents; 10 respondents (28.57) export fruits like apricots, whereas 20 respondents (57.14
percent) run retail shops and 5 respondents (14.29 percent) said they run another type of
business to earn their livelihood. Amongst 105 agriculturists, 32 respondents (30.47 percent)
replied that they are satisfied with the engagement; whereas 73 respondents (69.53 percent)
said that they are not satisfied with an agriculture-based economy. Thus, the majority are not
satisfied with their traditional economic activity i.e. agriculture. The land is not only meager
but its soil is sandy, arid, and unfertile resulting in hard labour and low yield.
Table 2: Occupation of respondents

Theme Response Number | Percentage
Business 35 11.67
Labourer 65 21.66
Occupation of the respondents Government service 95 31.67
Agriculture 105 35.00
Total 300 100.00
Export of fruits 10 28.57
If business, what type of business do you | Retail shop 20 57.14
run Any other 05 14.29
Total 35 100.00
If your economy is agriculture based, are ;\(IZS ; ; Z;g
you satisfied ’
Total 105 100.00
Yes 75 71.42
Receive Kissan service No 30 28.58
Total 105 100.00
Wheat and Barely 130 43.33
Major crops in your areas Wheat and maize 140 46.67
Any other 30 10.00
Total 300 100.00
.. . . Yes 300 100
Rural connectivity with urban areas give
aboost to your economy, do you agree No 00 0-00
Total 300 100.00

Source: Fieldwork carried out in Dard tribal areas of J&K, 2015
With regard to the technology employed in agriculture activities; out of 105 respondents; 60
respondents (57.4 percent) said that they use traditional tools like plough which were used by
their ancestors whereas 45 respondents (42.86 percent) respondents affirmed they use
modern tools and techniques for their agriculture purpose. The study reveals that traditional
tools and techniques are still dominant among Dards. In response to question whether
receiving any Kissan service benefit; it is evident from Table 2 that out of 105 respondents; 75
respondents (71.42 percent) said they receive different programmes and schemes through
Kissan services while as 30 respondents (28.58 percent) revealed that they do not get any
services and that they are completely ignorant of benefiting schemes. In response to the
question of major crops grown in the area; it is said that out of 300 respondents 130
respondents (43.33 percent) grown Wheat and Barley, similarly, 140 respondents (46.67
percent) said they grew Wheat and Maize whereas 30 respondents (10 percent) grow other
crops. As crop patterns and land use is primarily determined. In response to the question, rural
connectivity with urban areas give a boost to your economyj; it is evident from the Table 2 that
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300 respondents (100 percent) respondents affirmed that it gives a boost to our economy. It
was observed that the Dards are very much interested in keeping contact without sides to
boost their economy.

Conclusions

Dards of Jammu and Kashmir are markedly underdeveloped as compared to the non-tribal or
other groups of people. Their livelihood is based on primitive agriculture, a subsistent
economy based on low level of technology. Their socio-economic structure is generally
dictated by forest produce and agriculture etc. The absence of technological aids is another
structural feature of their economy.Occupation along with income, education, gender, race,
environment, culture, etc. is some of the determinants for potential social mobility. The state
government of Jammu and Kashmir have implemented several welfare programmes for the
socio-economic development of the Scheduled tribe communities. The key objective of these
programmes was to facilitate the faster socio-economic development of scheduled tribes, who
are deprived of them. Support measures particularly on their education were directed to end
their social seclusion and economic deprivation and speed up the process of integrating them
with the larger society. Education is a process that develops the personality and inherent
capabilities of a child and socializes to play later on adult roles in society. The findings depict
that in Dard (Shin) dominated area, every village settlement has government and private
schools. The people, in general, are aware that education is essential for life that is why it is
necessary to send younger ones to schools and colleges, etc. The Status achieved or acquired
depends mainly on their attainment of education and amount of wealth being accumulated.
Previously the social set up was such that formal education of males was taken to be a mark of
respect and a means for getting a well-paid job. Formal education of females was not
considered proper, rather it was considered immoral, though basic education of religion was
not banned. With the passing time, restrictions on female education challenged and later the
girl child in every branch of formal, professional and technical, education, besides completing
successfully in other fields. Now, education of both males and females is considered essential
in order to face the world boldly with respect, courage and economic independence.
Occupational mobility is another basic of all determinants of development. The occupational
structure of Dard tribe is organized mainly agriculture, government services, and paid labour.
The occupational pattern of Dards exhibits similarity with other Schedule tribes of the country.
The study reveals that traditional tools and techniques are still dominant among Dards.
However, a significant minority of them receive Kissan service benefit through different
programmes
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Abstract

The disappearance of any individual is a grave issue. It not only ruins the life of a disappeared person but
daffects his entire family. Over the past two and a half decades of Kashmir conflict, thousands of people have
disappeared in the Valley. The issue needs to be constantly highlighted right till whereabouts of the
disappeared persons are known. Here comes into picture the role of the press. The media organizations can
help to highlight the issue on a larger scale. They ought to come up with regular crusades on the issue. The
current study has been carried out with the objectives to analyze the coverage given to enforced
disappearances in Kashmir by select Indian and Kashmir-based print media and compare the same. It also
endeavors to assess the treatment given to the particular stories.
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Introduction
The conflict has been a common feature in every society. Societies world over have been
witness to the conflict in one way or the other. If not kept under control, conflict can lead to
loss of life and property. Ritzer (1996) states that conflict, which is a clash of interests, is
universal in nature. It occurs in all times and places. It is present in almost all societies.
There has never been a time or society in which some individuals or groups did not
come into conflict. In some societies, conflict may be very acute and vigorous while in
some others it may be very mild. Conflict is experienced at all levels of human activity
from the intra-personal to the international.
Conflict is conceived as a purposeful struggle between collective actors, who use social power
to defeat or remove opponents in order to gain status, resources and push their values over
other social groupings (Himes, 1980). Hornby (1995) has defined conflict as a serious
disagreement, struggle, and fight arising out of differences of opinions, wishes, needs, values,
and interests between and among individuals or groups. It is a struggle between and among
individuals or groups.
Conflict is prevalent within and between social relations such as families, ethnic groups, social
institutions and organizations, political parties and states. Klingebiel (2002) states that it is
prevalent in situations where the goals, aspirations, interests, and needs of the social groups
cannot be achieved simultaneously and the value systems of such groups are at variance.
Power can lead to a fight for the position and can further lead to defeat or eliminate one
another.

Kashmir Conflict

Over the last two and a half decades, Indian-administered Kashmir has been witnessing the
conflict between government forces and rebels. The lives of ordinary Kashmiris have been
affected by bomb attacks, shoot-outs and various pressures from both sides. Ever since the
partition of India in 1947, the conflict in Kashmir is a continuous process. The turmoil over
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Kashmir has seen its worst phase, especially during the 1990s, even though the dispute over
the region has continued for more than six decades.
As per the web portal, Insight on Conflict (n.d.) published by Peace Direct, an international
NGO that supports local peace building in conflict zones worldwide, heavy fighting had broken
out again between India and Pakistan in 1965 and 1971 over Kashmir.
The Indo-Pakistani War of 1971 resulted in the defeat of Pakistan and the surrender of
the Pakistani military in East Pakistan (now Bangladesh), which led to the signing of
the Simla Agreement between India and Pakistan. The Simla Agreement had little
bearing to events on the ground and there were increasingly organized uprisings.
Opposition to the Indian administration disputed state elections, and military
occupation led to some of the state’s legislative assemblies forming militant wings,
which further created the catalyst for the Mujahideen insurgency, which continues to
this day.
Kashmir has been described as the most militarized corner in the world due to the presence of
more than half a million troops. Since 1989 there has been an active militant insurgency backed
by a popular sentiment of ‘Azadi’ in Kashmir. According to a Human Rights report (2005), there
were 35 lacs troops posted in the Valley, whereas the population there was about 57 lacs. In
other words, there was a soldier against five to seven civilians. Since 1995 Indian armed forces
have armed and trained local auxiliary forces made up of surrendered or captured militants to
assist in counter insurgency operations. These forces do not wear uniforms and operate
outside the normal command structure of the Indian Army and other armed forces.
Nevertheless, they are considered agents under international law. They are generally referred
to as renegades or third force. The Indian army and its local agents have committed and
sponsored/supported widespread human rights violation in Kashmir.
Subsequently to the physical health, mental well-being is another area of concern in conflict
situations. Carbolla (2004) states that violent emotional reactions are manifest mainly in
children and women, who are badly affected by psycho-trauma and Post-traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD). Proximity to the situations can affect even those who are not directly
involved in the conflict. Impact of conflict on the mental health of individuals, who go through
it or even witness it, is influenced by several factors. Those who are victims of violent
situations suffer psychological stress, which may traumatize individuals.

Enforced Disappearances of Civilians

The disappearance of people has laid a negative impact on the lives of the family, especially
wives, of the disappeared persons. Disappearances often end in extra-judicial killings or death
by torture. Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP) is a collective of relatives of
victims of enforced and involuntary disappearances in Kashmir. The APDP was formed in 1994
to organize efforts to seek justice and get information on the whereabouts of missing family
members. It presently consists of family members of about one thousand victims. APDP
actively campaigns for an end to the practice and international crime of involuntary and
enforced disappearances at local, national and international platforms. Members of the APDP
have been engaged in documenting enforced disappearances in Kashmir since 1989 and have
collected information on over one thousand such cases, so far. On the 10th of each month
families of the disappeared come together under the aegis of APDP to hold a public protest in
Srinagar to commemorate the disappearance of their loved ones and seek answers from the
state about the whereabouts of the missing persons.
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According to the study conducted by Dabla (1999), notified 10,000 people have disappeared in
custody over the last two decades and that APDP and other humanitarian organizations claim
that approximately 2500 people were mostly married males. This phenomenon has given rise
to a new social group, called “half-widows”, who have no proof of the missing and also have
to wait for seven years before remarrying. Not that marriage again is a problem with these
women. According to a study titled, “Impact of Conflict Situation on Children and Women in
Kashmir”, conducted by Dabla (1999) of the Department of Sociology, University of Kashmir,
“Even with the provision of remarriage in Islam, most of the Kashmiri war-widows do not
remarry to ensure social security of their children.” As per research reports, only 8 percent of
the estimated number of war-widows have remarried or intend to remarry while 91 percent
have not remarried and decided not to marry. 65 percent of the remarried women kept their
children with themselves and their new husbands did not object.

Noorani (2007) in his article claims that the response of government and civil societies to the
issue of disappearance has not been encouraging. He refers to the contradicting statement
put forth by the government with regard to the number of disappeared in the state. The
author further asks for an enquiry commission on the lines of Sri Lanka as it falls within the
power of the government.

Review of Literature

The disappearance of people is a grave issue. In almost every conflict-hit area, there are
significant numbers of families, who have absolutely no news of their loved ones. The conflict
in Kashmir too has led to numerous human sufferings and loss, which include enforced
disappearances as well. The 26-year-old armed conflict in Kashmir has affected the entire
society.

Khan and Imroz (2005) stated that the Kashmir conflict not only continues to raise the spectra
of war between India and Pakistan, but it also continues to produce serious human rights
violations. Besides, a large number of people have disappeared and unofficial sources peg the
number at 10,000. However, the authors stressed, the government has been giving the
controversial figures.

This section reviews research studies including journal articles, dissertations and research
projects conducted earlier related to the research subject. Many authors have devoted
chapters in their books to human rights violations and enforced disappearances, and some
have written books on the armed conflict in Kashmir. The researcher has also reviewed the
contents of the selected books. The review of the literature has been categorized into three
broad themes, which have been further divided into various sub-themes.

(a) Enforced Disappearances

Enforced disappearances have laid a negative impact on the lives of the family, especially
wives, of the disappeared persons. In the absence of the primary bread earner, the women,
who are better known as half widows, have to struggle hard for their survival. The researcher
has analyzed the work of the authors, who have highlighted the issue.

(1) Impact on Families

Many communication authors have focused on the struggle of half widows while bringing up
their children. They underlined the hardships faced by the women in the absence of their
husbands. Dabla (1999) found that the majority of the half-widows did not marry, and
supported their children and provided them with proper education. The researcher found that
the majority of the half-widows still had hope that their husbands shall return. He argued that

Kashmir Journal of Social Sciences 80



Comparative Analysis of Coverage Given to Enforced Disappearances... Seerat-ul-Soliah & Noor

the situation during the armed conflict had been graver for the women, whose husbands were
missing or had disappeared. The study concluded that one-third of the widows were in the age
group of 31 to 45 years, whereas over half of these women, that is, 53.67 percent lived alone
and didn’t marry. The author further stressed that the provisions of remarriage were there, but
the majority of the widows did not marry for the sake of their children. As per the study, 87
percent of the widows were supporting their orphaned children. The decision of wives of
disappeared is, thus, quite clear.

Blaauw and Lahteenmaki (2002) talked about the emotional, psychological, economic and
social consequences of disappearances on the families. The net impact on families and
individuals of having a disappeared relative will be the sum of these effects, subject to the
resources of individuals and communities to cope.

In her paper, Boss (2004) deliberated on the issue of ambiguous loss of a family member. The
paper described the ambiguous loss as a person in terms of being either physically absent but
psychologically present or a family member may be physically present but psychologically
absent. Both of these situations thwart people’s desire for certainty and may become an
obstacle in healthy patterns of development. The author highlighted one of the important
outcomes of ambiguous loss, which she associated with a number of family situations,
including chronic physical or mental illness, missing persons, adoption, or divorce.

Similarly, Sigle-Rushton and McLanahan (2004) studied the effect on children whose father
was missing or absent. The authors pointed out that there was a negative consequence of
father’s absence on children that included poor education and health.

Another study, titled ‘Half-life half-widow’, prepared by Association of Parents of Disappeared
Persons (2011), stated that many women in Kashmir had seen the deaths of their loved ones,
and often, the loss of the bread-earner in the family, either a father or a spouse. Every death in
the family leads to the destruction of the family, as a viable socio-economic unit. According to
the report, like most conflict situations, gendered violence in Kashmir has been systemic but
typically overshadowed by attention to ‘harder’ security matters. The report pointed out that
violence against women had prevented accurate assessments of the actual harms preserved
by women, for example, due to widowhood.

The Department of Sociology and Social work (2007) carried out a survey to identify the
conflict-affected families of district Srinagar. The report compiled showed that 9.86 percent of
the families surveyed had at least one member missing. As per the report, the families had
social, economic and psychological impact of the same. The report, while highlighting the
plight of the wives of the disappeared persons, pointed out that they had crossed the age of
marriage, and were still waiting for their husbands to return.

Touching another aspect of sufferings of half-widows, Rashid (2011) found that the half
widows and family members did not have a right on the disappeared persons’ property. In her
book, which primarily focus on problems of the half-widows and family members, the author
underlined that Personal laws did not allow distribution of property of a disappeared person
unless he was ‘declared’ dead, and that surviving family members had to wait for seven years
to even apply in court to have some access to the property. The author mentioned that the
process took another two years in court. Half widows and family members of disappeared
persons, therefore, have to wait at least nine years before being able to access the property.
(2) Statistical Representation

Some authors were found to have compiled the data related to enforced disappearances in
Kashmir. Zahir-u-din (2000) in his book, which primarily focuses on the problem of
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disappearances in Kashmir, tried to give a statistical representation of the issue. The author
estimated around 4000 disappearances ranging from the age group of eight to 70. He
documented about 139 cases of disappearances district wise, citing the High Court’s
intervention in some of them. He also tried to reflect upon the various articles of the United
Nations declaration on the protection of all persons from enforced disappearances (1992).

A report prepared by Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil Societies (2007) found that about
72% of the disappeared persons in Kashmir were civilians. The report was compiled after
conducting a survey in district Baramulla of Jammu and Kashmir state, which sought the
information about the number and identification of people who had died during the period
from 1989 to 2006. The report also focused on the persons, who had disappeared during the
particular period. It also mentioned the affiliation of the deceased persons with the
perpetrators of the crime while quoting their families. The report pointed out that 5106 people
were killed, out of which 2508 were militants. As far as disappeared persons are concerned,
their number was 343 as per the report.

(3) Legal Aspect

Some media scholars highlighted the role of Human Rights law to fight against the people,
who were involved in various crimes, like enforced disappearance and fake encounter.
Linghammar (2008) argued that law should be properly implemented so that the people who
committed various crimes vis-a-vis enforced disappearances and extrajudicial killings could be
abducted. The author examined the international legal instruments, like International
Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Inter-American
Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons and the Statute of the International Criminal
Court, specifically addressing the practice of enforced disappearance. The author tried to
analyze the definition of victim in them, and their appropriation in relation to the gravity and
seriousness of the crime. The main emphasis had been on the examination of various
important elements of these instruments, like the definition of disappearance as a crime
against humanity, domestic legal responsibilities, the victim and the monitoring mechanisms.
The European Union-Philippines Justice Support Programme (2008) compiled the report
prepared by the representatives of four of Europe’s national human rights institutions with a
purpose to provide brief and general suggestions concerning enforced disappearances and
extra-legal killings from the perspective of international human rights law and to address the
strengthening of national monitoring in the Philippines. As per the report, enforced
disappearances are often associated with torture and similar mistreatment of victims. The
suggestions included that States have obligations in respect of deprivation of the right to
liberty and life by State and non State actors. The State must protect individuals from enforced
disappearances and extra-legal killings, etc. by State and non-State actors. The group
suggested that the necessary reforms should focus on effectively reducing and ultimately
bringing an end to enforced disappearances. The most important suggestion that this group
gave included the due recognition of the fact that civil societies and families of the victim have
a great role to play.

In another study, Citroni and Scovazzi (2009) concluded that the phenomenon of forced
disappearances was one of the major crimes against the person, the family, and society. The
authors analyzed in depth the International Convention for the Protection of all Persons from
Enforced Disappearance. They also underlined the importance of the development of case law,
which has defined the human rights offended by the crime, applying the inversion of the
burden of proof, and recognizing the mandatory obligation to criminalize and fight the
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misconduct. The authors highlighted the long struggle by the international community to
provide effective legal and judicial tools to tackle and address this heinous crime. The crime,
according to the authors, amounts to the denial of the person’s right to exist and to have an
identity. They argued that most of the times it was the State actors, who had been involved in
a crime and involved the abuse of power that allows the perpetrators, while committing
abominable crimes, to reduce law to something insignificant. The authors deemed that
international legal instruments cannot change all of a sudden a reality that is the product of
the moral vileness of those who are ready to resort to enforced disappearance.

(b) Impact of Armed Conflict

Many media studies have highlighted various aspects of armed conflict. These concluded that
usually women were the worst sufferers of the conflict.

(1) Impact on Women

Lindsay (2000) in her paper on women and war emphasized that much of the academic
discussion on women during the armed conflict had been on the sexual violence against them,
but less had been talked about other forms of impact on them. Reflecting upon the
phenomenon of disappearance and its impact on the women, the author highlighted the ways
in which women experienced the impact of armed conflict. She argued that in the absence of
menfolk women were exposed to a high degree of insecurity and danger, and were often left
at the mercy of community. The women are considered to take the mission of fighting for the
fate and whereabouts of their missing relatives.

Focusing on the impact of conflict on women, Charu (2004) concluded that increasing
evidence showed that women experienced conflict in a different way to men, something that
was confirmed by those working in the field. Almost every instance of an armed conflict
undoubtedly affects the entire society, but not to the same measure. Since women are
particularly vulnerable, they tend to suffer more than men in almost every instance of armed
conflict. War exacerbates the inequalities that exist in different forms and to varying degrees
in all societies.

Pointing out various ill-effects on the mental health of people caused due to the armed
conflict, Baingana (2005) observed that the effect of conflict had led to the rise of addiction of
drugs, while suicide rates are at a higher level in depression patients. The author studied
mental disorders and psychosocial consequences associated with conflicts that included
sleeplessness, fear, nervousness, anger, aggressiveness, depression, flashbacks, alcohol and
substance abuse, suicide, and domestic and sexual violence. Following a traumatic event, a
large proportion of the population may experience nightmares, anxiety, and other stress-
related symptoms, although these effects usually decrease in intensity over time. For some,
the hopelessness and helplessness associated with persistent insecurity, statelessness, and
poverty will trigger ephemeral reactions such as those mentioned above. For others, conflict
experiences may lead to Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and chronic depression. These
conditions, in turn, can lead to suicide ideation and attempts, chronic alcohol and drug abuse,
interpersonal violence, and other signs of social dysfunction.

Areport prepared by the World Health Organisation (2005) analyzed the consequences of war
on mental health, in which it gives significant importance to the issue of psychological traumas
of war. Its concern was highlighted through the resolution of World Health Assembly in May
2005, which urged member states to ‘strengthen action to protect children from and in armed
conflict’, and the resolution of the WHO Executive Board in January 2005, which urged
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‘support for implementation of programmes to repair the psychological damage of war,
conflict and natural disasters’.

Exploring the impact of parental deployment caused on the youths, Angela, Huebner, Mancini,
Wilcox and Gabriel (2007) examined one of the aspects of parental deployment on the family
systems. The authors found that deployment of any parent especially father had a substantial
impact on the youths and that the most influential factor was found to be the uncertainty and
ambiguity regarding them. The study inquired about the uncertainty, loss, resilience, and
adjustment among youth aged 12-18 that had a parent deployed, most often to a war zone.

In another study, Amin and Khan (2009) identified the characteristics of depression in the
population in Kashmir, where a low-intensity-conflict had been going on. The authors surveyed
the non-combatant civilian population to measure symptoms of depression and the results of
the survey showed that due to continuing conflict in Kashmir during the last 18 years, there
had been a phenomenal increase in psychiatric morbidity. The study revealed that the
prevalence of depression is 55.72%. The prevalence was highest 66.67% in the 15 to 25 years age
group, followed by 65.33% in 26 to 35 years age group. The difference in the prevalence of
depression among males and females was significant. Depression was much higher in rural
areas (84.73%) as compared to urban areas (15.26%). In rural areas, the prevalence of
depression among females was higher (93.10%) as compared to males (6.8%). The authors
suggested that reduction in risk factors, increasing protective factors in addition to the
community-based programme, which are gender and culture-sensitive, could help in
addressing the problem properly.

In their study, Crettol and Marie La Rosa (2006) highlighted the issue of the right of families to
know the fate of their relatives. They were of the opinion that for societies in transition, it was
important to realize the importance of the missing persons’ issue, then only the need to
consider how it could be addressed shall become clear. Starting with the importance of
knowledge and the whereabouts or fate, tens of thousands of families face the agony of
uncertainty for years even after the peace comes in place. The authors deemed that
uncertainty prevents them from achieving closure until they find an answer.

(2) Impact on Health

Media scholars have also highlighted the effect of armed conflict on the mental well-being of a
population that suffers from stress and psychological trauma. Some of them focused on
various other aspects of physical, psychological and financial problems faced by the families of
the disappeared persons.

Bryce, Walker, Ghorqyeb and Kanj (1989) in their paper based on a study carried out in
Lebanon deliberated upon various forms of the impact of any armed conflict. They concluded
that emotional, psychological and mental trauma, which resulted directly or indirectly from
armed conflict, were frequently profound and enduring.

In a study, Silove et al (2008) stressed the importance of performing the last rites as per the
rituals for the families of the missing (and the dead). The failure to perform appropriate ritual
and burial of the loved ones is often seen as the cause of mental illness.

(c) Human Rights Violations and Role of Media

Some media researchers have analyzed the role of media in highlighting the issue of human
rights violations in Kashmir. They concluded that the Indian press does not portray the issue
properly while giving what they call ‘selective coverage’ to it.

Joseph (2000) stated that the Indian mainstream press has portrayed the issue of human
rights violation in Kashmir from a state-centric approach. The author analyzed India’s three
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leading English newspapers, viz., The Times of India, Indian Express and Hindustan Times, for a
period of three months. She argued that there appeared to be a policy of self-censorship,
based on a misguided sense of patriotism, whereby anything that is critical of the security
forces does not find its way into newspapers. The study concluded that the Indian press has
failed to cover objectively the human rights abuses committed by Indian troops in Kashmir. It
also blamed the press for reinforcing the alienation of Kashmir with India.

International Council on Human Rights Policy (2002) conducted a two-year research project.
The 154-page report, titled Journalism, Media and the Challenge of Human Rights Reporting,
examined how journalists conceived of and selected human rights news, the impact of recent
transformations in the media industry, and the constraints and obstacles to good reporting in
the area of human rights. The report concluded that the media did not explain and
contextualize human rights information. Human rights issues are rarely put in proper context,
whereas the key historical, social and economic background is often omitted.

Lone (2005) compared the coverage given to disappearances in Kashmir by two local dailies,
viz., Greater Kashmir and Kashmir Images. The study found that Greater Kashmir had carried 12
news reports, while Kashmir Images carried seven during the reference period of six months.
Official quotes were found to be missing in both the newspapers apparently due to the
reluctance of officials to give their comments on the issue.

Koul (2007) analyzed the coverage of extrajudicial killings by the local print media. The author
noted a lack of consistency in the reporting of human rights abuses by the two dailies, viz.,
Srinagar based Greater Kashmir and Jammu based Daily Excelsior. Most of the stories covered
by the two newspapers were based on the protests following the killings rather than the
actual incident. The investigative approach was lacking especially in case of Daily Excelsior
which mostly relied on government version for most of its stories. The study further stated
that the extent and nature of coverage of the two newspapers differed in the nature, extent,
and quality of reportage with visible undercurrents of their ideological leanings and regional
affiliations.

Haq (2007) concluded that even within the mainstream Indian newspapers, there were
differences in the coverage related to human rights abuses in Kashmir, which the author found
in his comparative study. The study compared the coverage of fake encounters in Kashmir of
the two national newspapers, viz., The Indian Express and The Times of India. The coverage of
fake encounters in The Indian Express was relatively thorough as compared to that of The Times
of India.

Ahmad (2009) concluded that the Indian press has constructed the reality of the Kashmir
conflict in general and the human rights violations taking place in the region in particular by
making selected aspects salient and by highlighting problem definitions and causal
interpretations advanced by the Indian government and military officials in their text. Also,
confirming past findings, this study shows that Indian press coverage of Kashmir was state-
centric and reflected the central government’s concerns in the region overlooking the
concerns and sufferings of people.

Rehman (2012) found that the national media not only gives less coverage to human rights
violations to Kashmir but also less space and content. Thus, by analyzing the content of two
leading English magazines, Tehelka and India Today, it becomes clear that the Indian
mainstream media gives less reportage to Kashmir.

Ahmad (2012) concluded that the developments in the Indo-Pakistan relations seemed to be
more important for India and consequently to its media, although human rights violations
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continued unabated in Kashmir. In his study, the author found that the issues covered by
national press ostensibly having a bearing on national security are usually portrayed from a
state-security perspective, relegating the priorities, concerns, and sufferings of the people to
invisibility.

Theoretical Framework
A theoretical framework guides one’s research, determining what things one will measure, and
what statistical relationships one will look for (Borgatti, 1999). Over the years, communication
scholars have framed numerous theories in accordance with various developments in media.
The researcher has attempted to relate the research topic to the theories that come closest to
it.
(a) Social Responsibility Theory
The press derives its legitimacy for advocacy of social and other welfare causes from the Social
Responsibility Theory, which lays down the basic tasks of a journalist as ‘enlightening the
public so as to make it capable of self-government, safeguarding the rights of the individuals
by serving as a watchdog against the government and servicing the political system by
providing information, discussion and debate on the public affairs’.
Based on this theory, the media has a responsibility to highlight the social issues, especially
those which are overlooked by the authorities. This seems to be in conformity with the basic
mandate of media, which is best expressed in the clichéd term ‘watchdog’. This role demands
the media to assume the role of watchdog and keep a watch on the authorities in the interest
of common masses. As per the norms of journalistic conduct laid down by the Press Council of
India (2010 Edition), one of the jobs of the journalists is to bring forth to the public notice the
plight of weaker sections of society. In other words, they are the watchdogs on behalf of the
society of its weaker sections.
Social responsibility theory is one of the major normative theories of the mass media, better
known as Four Theories of the Press. The normative theories explain how the media ‘ought to’
or can be ‘expected to’ operate under the prevailing set of political-economic circumstances.
The theories had been put forth by Fred Siebert, Theodore Peterson and Wilbur Schramm in
1956. The four theories published in the form of a book provided an insight into the roles that
mass media play in different political systems. The authors identified four media systems in
their pioneering work.
Main principles of the social responsibility theory that relate to the issue of enforced
disappearances are as follows:

e The media have obligations to society, and media ownership is a public trust.

e The media should be free, but self-regulated (McQuail, 2005).

e The media as a whole should be pluralist and reflect the diversity of their society, giving

access to various points of view and to rights of reply.
e Society and the public have a right to expect high standards of performance, and
intervention can be justified to secure the public good (Baran & Davis, 2007).

(b) Agenda-Setting Theory
The mass media have been shown to have a significant impact on what issues the public thinks
about and how it thinks about them. One of the effects of the mass media is embodied in
agenda-setting theory. The term ‘agenda-setting’ was coined by Maxwell McCombs and
Donald Shaw (1972) with an aim to describe the phenomenon that had long been noticed and
studied in the context of election campaigns. They proposed that in choosing and displaying
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news, the editors, newsroom staff and broadcasters play an important role in shaping the
political reality. Readers learn not only about a given issue but also how much importance to
attach to that issue from the amount of information in a news story and its position.

McQuail (2005) mentions that the core idea of agenda-setting is that the news media indicate
to the public what the main issues of the day are and this is reflected in what the public
perceives as the main issues. Similarly, the general public opinion on Kashmir issue too is
constructed through mass media. The coverage by the mainstream media has a bearing on the
public opinion vis-a-vis the Kashmir issue in general and the status of human rights in
particular. In other words, people gather an understanding of the situation in Kashmir from
the media. Objective reporting of enforced disappearances and other human rights violations
can help a great deal in generating mass awareness about the issue, which in turn can build up
pressure on the government to address the injustice.

Rationale of the Study

Human rights violation is one of the major issues in Indian-administered Kashmir. And among
human rights violations, the disappearance of people for years together is the most burning
issue. Many people in Kashmir have gone missing during over two and a half decades. As per
the official website of Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP) (2013), about
8,000 to 10,000 people have been disappeared between 1989 and 2006 from various places of
Kashmir, who have not got justice yet. The number is believed to have increased manifold in
the succeeding years. A majority of those disappeared are young men, including minors,
whereas others include people of all ages with professional backgrounds, many of whom have
no connection with the armed opposition groups operating in Kashmir.

It is, thus, important to highlight the issue so as to get it addressed on priority. Here comes
into picture the role of media. The news organizations can shoulder the responsibility of
highlighting the disappearance cases so as to help the families to find their lost ones. National
media, in particular, can prove helpful in this regard since the issue needs to be addressed at
the national level. In this backdrop, the current study was conducted. The study was helpful to
find out if media—local as well as national—gives due space to the news of enforced
disappearances as and when they occur, and how much coverage they provide to the cause. It
also endeavours to find out if print media organizations come up with any campaign to fight
the issue.

Objectives

1. To compare the coverage given to enforced disappearances in Kashmir by local press
with that of Indian dailies.

2. To assess the treatment given to the stories based on the theme of the study.

3. To ascertain the seriousness of sample dailies in highlighting enforced disappearances in
Kashmir.

4. To find out if the press plays a responsible role in bringing to light human rights
violations in Kashmir.
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Methodology

(a) Content Analysis

The content analysis method was used to achieve the objectives of the study. The study
compared the coverage given to disappeared persons in Indian-administered Kashmir by select
Valley-based dailies with that of select Indian dailies.

The units of analysis included hard and soft news stories, editorials, articles and visual
elements supporting the relevant stories. In case of news stories, the parameters for analysis
included a number of stories, type of stories, story credit, placement of stories, column length,
visual elements supporting relevant stories, and treatment given to the stories. The treatment
was analyzed by way of assessing the number of columns, font size and colour, and presence
of additional features, boxed elements, pictures, infographics, and other visual elements.
Other parameters included a number of editorials and articles.

(b) Sample

The study encompassed a sample of two Kashmir-based English dailies, that is, Greater Kashmir
and Rising Kashmir, and two leading national English dailies of India, viz., The Times of India and
Hindustan Times. The researcher analyzed the content of the newspapers through online
media.

The two Kashmir-based newspapers were selected for their circulation, frequency, and
popularity. Greater Kashmir is the first and the largest circulated English newspaper being
published from Kashmir. From a weekly news tabloid, it has become a 20-page daily
newspaper. The circulation of Greater Kashmir increased from 2,500 to 11,000 in 2000 to over 2
lakh at present (Greater Kashmir office, 2018).0n the other hand, Rising Kashmir has emerged
as one of the strongest competitors of Greater Kashmir in a short span of time. Its total
circulation at present is 98,000 (Rising Kashmir office, 2018).

The Times of India was selected because it is not only the most read English daily newspaper in
India, but also in the world. According to latest readership data for 2017 released by Indian
Readership Survey (IRS), which is the world’s largest continuous study and the currency for
print media, The Times of India leads English dailies by a huge margin. The total readership (in
December 2017) of Times of India stands at 1,30,47,000, while the number 2 publication,
Hindustan Times recorded a total readership of 68,47,000. Hindustan Times also enjoys strong
brand recognition among readers as well as advertisers (Print Week India, 2018).

(c) Reference Period

The study covered a period of five months from January 1 to May 31, 2015.

(d) Sources of Data Collection

The primary sources of the study included four sample newspapers, viz., Greater Kashmir,
Rising Kashmir, The Times of India and Hindustan Times. The study also tried to achieve the
objectives through literature related to the research topic in the form of books, research
studies, academic publications, articles, news stories, press releases, and content available
online that formed primary as well as secondary sources.

Findings and Analysis

(a) Analysis of News Stories

During the analysis of news stories, it has been found that overall 11 news stories have been
published by two Kashmir-based newspapers Greater Kashmir and Rising Kashmir highlighting
the issue of enforced disappearances in Kashmir as compared to zero new stories published by
national dailies, The Times of India and Hindustan Times.
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(1) Greater Kashmir

Greater Kashmir has published 7 hard news stories, of which 4 are reporter stories and 3 stories
are based on press releases. While none of the stories is published on the front page, 2 stories
are published on page 7 and 1 each on page 2, 5, 6, 9 and 10. As far as visual and additional
elements are concerned, 2 stories are accompanied by black-and-white pictures, which one
story carries a boxed item. The stories mostly spread over 3 to 5 columns, as evident from
Table 1.

(2) Rising Kashmir

Rising Kashmir has published four news stories on enforced disappearances, including three
hard news stories and one soft story. Three stories have been covered by reporters, whereas
one story is based on the press release. One story has been published on the front page,
whereas two of the stories are published on page two and one story on page four. While one
story is supported by a picture, one carries an illustration. Two stories spread over five
columns, whereas two stories spread over two columns (Table 2).

(3) The Times of India

The Times of India has not published any news story on enforced disappearances in Kashmir
during the reference period.

(4) Hindustan Times

Hindustan Times too has published no news story.

(5) Graphic Representation

Fig. 1: Number of News Stories Fig. 2: Number of News Types
M Hard News Soft News
] I 0 0 0 1 00 00
Greater Rising The Times of Hindustan Greater Rising The Times of Hindutan
Kashmir Kashmir India Times Kashmir Kashmir India Times
Fig. 3: Number of Story Credit Fig. 4: Placement Type
W Pictures lllustrations m Hard News Soft News
1
1
0 0 0 00 0 0 0 00
Greater Rising The Times of Hindutan Greater Rising The Times of Hindutan
Kashmir Kashmir India Times Kashmir Kashmir India Times
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Fig. 5: Visual Elements

M Pictures M lllustrations Boxed Items

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Greater Kashmir Rising Kashmir The Times of India Hindutan Times

(b) Analysis of Editorials

During the analysis of editorials, it has been found that overall 2 editorials have been published
by two local newspapers Greater Kashmir and Rising Kashmir highlighting the issue of enforced
disappearances in Kashmir as compared to zero editorials published by Indian dailies, The
Times of India and Hindustan Times.

(1) Greater Kashmir

Greater Kashmir has published one editorial, wherein the editor has stressed the need for a
proactive role on part of the state for helping the mothers and wives in tracing their sons and
husbands, who have gone missing in the state. Under the heading, Time to Act, published on
March 10, 2015, the editor has mentioned that women in the state are facing tremendous
hardships.

(2) Rising Kashmir

Rising Kashmir has published one editorial, headlined Impact of Conflict on Women, in which the
editor has portrayed the impact of conflict over the past two decades on the entire society of
Kashmir. Published on March 29, 2015, the editorial conveys the agony of women, who have
been searching for their husbands in every corner of the state.

(3) The Times of India

The Times of India has published no editorial on enforced disappearances in Kashmir during the
reference period

(4) Hindustan Times

Hindustan Times too has not published any editorial on disappearances in Kashmir.

(c) Analysis of Articles

During the analysis of articles, it has been found that overall seven articles have been
published by two local newspapers Greater Kashmir and Rising Kashmir raising the issue of
enforced disappearances in Kashmir, whereas none has been published by Indian dailies, The
Times of India and Hindustan Times.

Greater Kashmir has published 3 articles while Rising Kashmir has published four (Table 3).
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Table 1: Analysis of News Stories Published by Greater Kashmir

Seerat-ul-Soliah & Noor

. . Visual .
S.No Date Headline Story Type | StoryCredit | Placement | Column El(grsrl\j:n ¢ Additional Element
1 04-02-2015 AI.DDP alleges bias in deglmg Hard News | Press Release Page 10 3 Nil Nil
with unmarked graves issues
Pathribal firing victims Reporter . .
2 257032015 | L amembered of the anniversary Hard News Story Page7 4 Pic Nil
Pathribal anniversary victims’ Reporter . .
3 24032015 families vow to fight for justice Hard News Story Page?7 > Nil Nil
4 11-03-2015 Prolonged FonﬂICt taking a toll Hard News Reporter Page 9 4 Nil Boxed element
on women in JK: Survey Story
5 10-04-2015 | APDP stages sit in Hard News | Press Release Page 2 1 Nil Nil
6 03-05-2015 | Man missing at Brane Hard News | Press Release Page 5 2 Pic Nil
APDP holds a protest at the Reporter . .
7 10-05-2015 central park Hard News Story Page 6 3 Nil Nil
Table 2: Analysis of News Stories Published by Rising Kashmir
Visual Additional
S.No | Date Headline Story Story Credit | Placement | Column lsua dditiona
Type Element Element
] 563201 APDP demands commission of equivalent Hard Press Page 2 , Nil Nil
32015 into enforced disappearances writes to CM News Release &
5 10-4-201 In Kashmir their silence is loud; APDP stages Hard Reporter Page llustration Nil
42015 a sit-in to remember their disappeared sons News Story ge4 >
o - Hard Reporter . .
3 26-4-2015 28 out of 32 missing Kashmiris traced News Story Page 1 2 Nil Nil
Tale of Trauma, Horror, and Hope For Bakhti Soft Reporter . .
4 10-4-2015 . DR , Page 2 5 Pic Nil
disappeared son is a ‘light in darkness News Story
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Table 3: Analysis of Articles Published by Local Dailies

S. No | Publication Date Headline Page
1 Greater Kashmir 14-2-2015 | The story of a family, many a nation Op-ed Page
2 Greater Kashmir 12-5-2015 | The half story of a half-widow Op-ed Page
3 Greater Kashmir 26-5-2015 | Un-wed widows Editorial Page
4 Rising Kashmir 12-4-2015 | If the chasm between dead and missing Op-ed Page
5 Rising Kashmir 29-4-2015 | Shrinking Space for a reason Op-ed Page
6 Rising Kashmir 07-2-2015 When Mughll lost her only friend and Op-ed Page
companion
7 Rising Kashmir 11-4-2015 | Afar cry in Kashmir Op-ed Page

Conclusion

While comparing the respective coverage given by local and national dailies to enforced
disappearances in Indian-administered Kashmir, it is concluded that the Indian press does not
give appropriate coverage to the issue. During the five-month reference period, both the
sample national dailies, viz., The Times of India and Hindustan Times had not published even a
single news story regarding disappeared persons of Kashmir, even though a handful of related
incidents had taken place in Kashmir. The newspapers have published no editorial or article
either based on the issue.

Contrarily, most of the stories published by Indian dailies were based on ‘Nepal earthquake’
and other stories of perceived national relevance. As far as Kashmir is concerned, merely one
story about ‘Killing of youth in Narbal’ was published by Hindustan Times.

With no story—hard or soft, editorial or article published about enforced disappearances in
Kashmir, it confirms the fact that the issue is hardly considered a subject of national interest by
the Indian press. National media, both print and electronic, has a responsibility of highlighting
the injustice of any sort happening in any state or region. However, the national press seems
to have neglected the grave issue of enforced disappearances in Kashmir. The fact that
thousands of people in Kashmir have gone missing over two and a half decades needs to be
reiterated and highlighted regularly. As per the official website of Association of Parents of
Disappeared Persons (APDP) (2013), about 8,000 to 10,000 people have disappeared between
1989 and 2006 from various places of Kashmir, who have not got justice yet. The number is
believed to have increased manifold in the succeeding years. This calls for the need for the
national press to be more serious and responsible for the issue.

The local dailies in Kashmir give relatively more space to disappeared persons of Kashmir.
However, most of the times the coverage is in the form of hard news, which means no extra
efforts are made by the news organizations to raise the issue. The publications hardly carry a
soft or human-interest story on enforced disappearances in Kashmir. Even the editorials do not
reflect the concern towards the issue. All Kashmir-based newspapers do is that they cover the
disappearances as and when some incident takes place, and provide space to the write-ups on
the issue contributed by readers. Hence, there is a dire need for newspaper organizations to
come up with sturdy media campaigns comprising of human-interest stories that can highlight
all the disappearance cases individually.
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The assessment of prominence and significance of stories was made on the basis of type-size
and colour of headlines and body, placement, column space, boxed items, and visual elements.
These parameters, which depict treatment of a story, suggest that the stories about enforced
disappearances do not receive any special treatment, except on a few occasions.
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“Scientific Scholarly Communication: The Changing Landscape” critically examines the
historical background and developments besides the current trends in the field of scientific
scholarly communication system. It also analyses various issues and challenges arising in
scientific scholarly publishing and data sharing. Various discussions and implications concerned
with the impact of intellectual property rights on scientific information sharing has also been
taken care of by the book. Not only this, the book also examines various new trends pertaining
to peer reviewing process and measuring the impact of scientific published works. Moreover,
it explores different facets of publishing scientific literature like organizational, economic and
social aspects.
Besides giving a detailed account of the historical perspective of scientific scholarly
communication, the book lays emphasis on open access aspect of scientific scholarly
publishing. Various open access initiatives taken by different stakeholders of the scientific
community, measuring the impact of open access literature, influence of open access in the
developing world, open access publishing models (Green, Gold), etc. are some of the major
issues covered by the book. Furthermore, it points out that researchers facing restrictions on
sharing the results of their work undermine their efforts to contribute to knowledge. Thus,
there should be a different approach to this issue which could provide access to the wider
audiences keeping the integrity of intellectual property rights intact.
The book further focuses on preserving the quality of scientific research whereby various
implications of peer reviewing process are taken care of. To begin with, the historical
perspective of peer review, criticism faced over the years, different models of peer review,
biasness and manipulation in the peer review process, ways to improve the peer review
system are discussed in detail giving a clear insight of the concept to its readers. Likewise,
another aspect of preserving the quality of scientific research, i.e. measuring the impact of
scientific literature is also given a thorough glance. It includes issues like strengths and
limitations of impact factor, detailed discussions on various indicators for measuring research
quality, etc. Not only this, the book also assesses the societal impact of scientific research
wherein various challenges, strategies, different societal impact assessment indicators like
Altmetrics, are discussed in detail.
In conclusion, the book covers major issues and unwraps significant questions in the field of
scientific communication. It is an easy-to-read work on scientific scholarly literature for the
readers interested in this concept. It provides a comprehensive overview of the evolution of
scientific communication, recognizes the most pressing concerns in the current scenario, and
gains insight into how these concerns could unfold in the future.
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